	Jodie Todd 
	
	2223471








ECIE5008

Literacy: a key to learning

Student number: 2223471

Part 1: Essay
Part 2: Reflective commentary



Essay
Literacy: a key to learning
Literacy is the key to learning because it lays the foundations for other areas of academic education, (Smith, 2023). Language, reading, writing, listening, communication and oracy skills are made possible when you learn to read and write (Smith, 2023) and it does not end there
A difficult start in life can lead to falling behind with skills you need to move forward developmentally (The National Literacy Trust, 2023). During those first years in school reading, writing, speaking, and listening are essential for academic success (Ofsted, 2023). If you struggle to learn these essential skills it will make school harder to learn. This can have an impact on your self-worth and confidence (The National Literacy Trust, 2023). There is written evidence that suggests children eligible for free school meals tend to have lower attainment compared to other ethnic backgrounds (UK Parliament, 2020). Which shows children in deprived areas tend to struggle with underachievement. This can be down to many barriers like their environment, poverty and whether a child has a specific need which is not yet noted. Poor literacy skills as an adult can impact all areas in life and without literacy skills it may become impossible to obtain the job you once dreamed of. Therefore, leaving you with low wages if not surviving on benefits. It may become difficult to support your children with their educational needs which will then continue the cycle onto the next generation (UK Government, 2020).
Schools in Wales have had a major decline in literacy over the years resulting in low scores during international assessments (Welsh Government, 2023). In comparison to England, Wales assessment results in math, science, and literacy were lower. (Welsh Government, 2023). Shortly following came the global pandemic of Covid 19 which saw many school closures and children without any form of education, resulting in massive delays throughout the country (Welsh Government, 2023). Since Covid-19, Estyn has had raising concerns and labelled Literacy and numeracy as a national priority (Welsh Government, 2023). With this came a new curriculum for Wales which was put in action in 2022, focusing on a new pedagogical approach with four key purposes to create global citizenship for all children (Welsh Government, 2023). Teachers are now Focusing on six areas of learning for a better quality of learning through experiences for a more holistic learning approach with Cross curriculum at the base of all learning (Welsh Government, 2023). Which links multiple theories of Bruner and Piaget's principles of child centered learning for a better learning experience (Williams, 2022).
Vygotsky had a massive impact on literacy since way back in 1900’s, he believes language is the foundation of learning (Mcleod, 2024). Vygotsky’s philosophy voiced language can enable other activities like writing and reading. Furthermore, he believed that language offers development for logical reasoning and reflective thinking, putting literacy at the heart of all learning (Kurt, 2020). Vygotsky's Sociocultural Theory is used daily to support learners in a local setting. This entails teacher led discussions to promote oracy skills alongside collaborative learning sessions. These sessions can provide children with language skills to progress to their next steps in learning just like Vygotsky's scaffolding theory (Mcleod, 2024). 
Piaget's Theory of Cognitive Development theory believes child-centered pedagogies are the most effective way to help kids learn (Howley-Rouse, 2021). According to Piaget, a teacher’s job is to give pupils appropriate learning stimulus with resources that are eye catching to help capture attention to challenge then to think more critically (Howley-Rose, 2021) Concepts of formative assessment, active learning, student-centered learning, individual and peer interaction have all been impacted by his theory (Mielonen, 2009). In a local setting child-centered approaches are used to meet the individual needs of a child's learning and ability through regular formative assessments. This ensures all children are learning no matter what stage they are at, which is written in the school's Teaching and Learning Policy (Pembroke Dock Community School, 2022). Moreover, children reflect on their learning using a RAG rating system for self-assessment to show the teacher where they believe their knowledge lies, while teachers give their formative feedback (Pembroke Dock Community School). Children with additional learning needs may struggle with this method of learning and miss the learning behind the lesson due to its complexity (Pembroke Dock Community School, 2024). However, in this local setting children in early years/reception enjoy their learning through active play and visual concretes which fully supports Piaget's and Vygotsky's theory (Pembroke Dock Community School, 2024). This is done by providing a stimulus where children can interact socially in a variety of learning experiences. 
Bruner's cognitive psychology research resulted in the creation of his Discovery Learning theory, which emphasizes active engagement and experiential learning (Main, 2023). According to experimental research, students engage in discovery learning because it is stimulating their brains to critical think and process information more widely (Main, 2023). When creating activities for the classroom using this method, educators should concentrate on giving students the chance to experiment and explore so they can learn by making mistakes (Williams, 2022). This is used in a local setting to provide children with independent learning during group tasks, this involves using concretes such as unifix cubes and numercon that can be manipulated to create that experimental learning effect (Pembroke Dock Community School, 2024).
All theories confirm that teachers should actively support children through social learning while concentrating on skill development through their own versions of a scaffolding process (Mcleod, 2024). This allows children to be active learners while building on skills and climbing their progression steps set out in the new National Literacy and Numeracy Framework (Welsh Government, 2023). Vygotsky and Piaget both agree children learn best through play (Williams, 2022) which is fully excelled in a local setting during amser quest enhanced provisions and teacher led tasks (Pembroke Dock Community School, 2024).
[bookmark: _Int_0wjQjYHx]It is clear to see Literacy is one word that has many meanings, and it sits at the heart of all knowledge opening the doors to all learning. It provides you with the power to shape your future, giving you knowledge and confidence to succeed as a global citizen in this world with endless opportunities. Without these skills you can end up with low wages and without basic skills resulting in low self-worth. It is evident that the three named theorists have had an impact on Literacy and their philosophy is used widely in school's approaches to learning. With the impact of covid there are many delays but with great emphasis on the new curriculum and a new pedagogy there is hope to get the children back into enjoying their learning.


















Part 2
Reflective commentary
In this reflective commentary I will be using a reflective tool called Gibbs reflective cycle. Gibb’s reflective cycle is a powerful tool used to offer a structured approach for personal and professional growth (Main, 2023). The cycle is broken down into six categories: Description, feelings, evaluations, analysis, conclusion, and action plan (The Mind Tool Team, no date). Each category has been designed to help the learner to look back on their experiences in more depth, giving the learner a better learning experience (The University of Edinburgh, 2024). Gibb’s cycle can help learners to understand what worked well and why, while also understanding what did not work well and why. It allows learners to learn from their mistakes while being able to analyze their thoughts and feelings in a descriptive manner. 
Description
During our first lecture with Cindy, we were given our last assignment for this term. Firstly, we were given a 5 mins video presentation, reading a book to a group of children. Cindy wanted the video unrehearsed and not perfect. I could not choose a book to start off with, I had a couple in mind, Room on a broom, and Whatever next adventure. All these stories have been read before during topics so I knew the children would enjoy them. After playing with the children, I decided to read The Three Little Pigs. I chose this because of how excited the children get when I play the big bad wolf in role play. The children never get this story read to them. So, I decided this is what I will read. As time went on, I struggled to find the time I needed to present my video. This was down to several factors, one being new children joining the provision who were demanding. Secondly, forgetting to fit the video in due to changes in routine and lastly being called out of class to support children in mainstream. I was backed into a corner against time. Friday morning, a session I lead weekly, I managed to get the room ready for a story. I just went with it without any prep or planning. I finally completed my video. With support from two members of staff who work alongside me in my nurture provision. 
Feelings
I felt excited to do a video presentation. I love to read a story, put on a little performance, and have the children eating out of my hands. I found myself feeling a little frustrated trying to fit my video in overtime as it never was the right moment. When I finally had a window to read, I took it. I went straight into it without a moment to plan. I felt happy to finally get everyone on the carpet and have support with the tricker children. During the story I felt better, it was the perfect story for the children in my class. Although I did not introduce the story as planned, the children sat beautifully. They were fully engaged and that is difficult with the children in my setting. The staff also felt relieved for me as they have watched over the last few weeks. They watched me go from being excited and sharing my plans, to getting fed up and annoyed at myself for not having that time. 
Evalution
What was good about the experience was presenting the story and watching the children become fully immersed. To top it off, a couple of weeks later I can hear them role playing using the story in their vocabulary. And I have been asked to read the story again despite not being our topic. This demonstrates that I chose a fantastic narrative and that I am familiar with the kids in my provisions and understood what they would find entertaining. What did not work well for me was my time management. I felt confident about the video, and I should have recorded it straight away once my plan was in action. As time passed there were complications within my provision resulting in my video taking a back seat. This made the experience more frustrating. What worked well for me during my video was having support from staff. Without this support I would have struggled to read the story to the children who were sitting and engaged. During staff training, reading for pleasure, it was said that reading using different tones and pitches reinforces the words and can capture a child's full attention (Centre for Literacy in Primary Education, 2018). I did this well, especially being my first time reading this version of the story. I made effective use of my voice, speaking loudly for the big bad wolf, whispering, and changing my voice for the pigs. What did not work so well was my introduction to the story, I had planned for a little dress up, a wolf mask and a voice changer but sadly they were in my car. I feel it could have been better and delivered of a higher quality. 
Analysis
The story recording went well. This is due to the narrative I picked. It is age appropriate and classic tale children thoroughly enjoy. What did not go so well was my presentation of the story. Although I delivered a great read and presented the lesson I can look back and see I could have done more. However, the children were happy with the story and the supporting staff too. 
Conclusion
I learned that I should never underestimate time. Anything can change in the blink of an eye, and it did for me. I have learned that I need to have better time management and be more productive while I am in that frame of mind. This alone would provide me with better experiences and hopefully reduce frustration in my next lot of work. I have learned that good practice can come from knowing the children and their interests, which I can say worked well for me. 

Action plan
Going forward if I were to do this task again, I would be more productive and get started sooner. I would prioritize my workload to gain a better sense of wellbeing. I will play to my strengths and concentrate on time management, one of my shortcomings, to give myself the time I need to improve
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