


	Anti-Social Behaviour, otherwise known as ASB has been one of the most common crimes committed in recent years as it covers a wide range of crimes. The Metropolitan Police (2023) [1] defines Anti-social behaviour as a behaviour in which a person causes or is likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress to persons not of the same household as the person. In the past there have been numerous cases, some more high profile than others where anti-social behaviour has been a key part or has been the outcome of an incident which has happened. A prime example of one case which anti-social behaviour which followed would be the murder of George Floyd which went global and had millions of supporters all over the globe involved in protests and riots. This incident also influenced numerous individuals over separate communities all over the world to not only protest and riot, but commit criminal damage in the process, and also injuries to numerous individuals too.

Throughout history there has been a large amount of crime taking place however, there has been both a decrease and increase specifically in anti-social behaviour rates in England and Wales. Over recent years, there is shown to have been an overall decrease in anti-social behaviour, such as statistically there was an overall crime rate of 24 per 1000 people would be involved in ASB behaviour in 2021, whilst there were only 17 per 1000 people in 2022 (CrimeRate, 2023). This shows us that the current methods being used in order to prevent anti-social behaviour is having a positive impact and is currently working. There are different practices and methods which have been put in place in order to prevent crimes throughout communities, one of which is a method called Community Policing. This method of policing is where certain teams in the police split up into local groups and try to understand the community and become part of it, which will then encourage individuals in the community to contact the police with any issues or information on any crimes or criminal activities. It is a very common method throughout the entire of the UK as over recent years there has been a large disconnect between the police and the public. JRank (2023) states that the idea of having police officers walking around local areas originally started in the late 1970’s to early 1980’s. Almost straight away they found that it reduced citizens fear of crime and also boosted the police officer’s morale whilst also have a big reduction in crime. Since the origin of Community Policing, communication has been one of the most important skills throughout every part of this method. This is because in order for Community Policing to work to its full potential, it requires a good relationship between the Police Force and the community, without a good relationship this method of policing would not work at all. The College of Policing (2013) states that Community Engagement should be labelled as a core element of policing activity because having police engagement in the community will increase the likelihood of more individuals trusting the police. Although there are numerous individuals who trust the police and would contact the police given issues, there is a lot of individuals who do not trust the police and still lack trust today. The main reason for this is due to incidents that happen all over the world in which the Police are seen either not doing enough, or being the main reason as why something has happened which unfortunately leads to a large amount of anti-social behaviour, protests and in some cases riots. 
One of the more common cases where this has been demonstrated is the Murder of George Floyd. In this case, a 46 year old black male named George Floyd had bought a pack of cigarettes from a convenience store in which the store clerk believed he had used a counterfeit bill. George Floyd refused to give the cigarettes back or pay again as he believed he did nothing wrong. Following this, the police were called to deal with the incident. During the incident, the officers handcuffed him and proceeded to attempt to put him inside the car to which he resisted. This led to him being placed on the floor face down with Derek Chauvin, a 44 year old police officer restraining him using his knee between his shoulder and his neck for around 9 minutes. Whilst this was happening, 2 other police officers were pinning him down and another officer was preventing witnesses from getting involved. During all of the struggle, George Floyd was shouting that he could not breathe due to the officers knee being on his neck which then led to his body going limp and the officers then carrying him away. Around an hour later he was pronounced dead in the hospital and footage of the incident was posted all over the internet (BBC News, 2021). This incident caused outrage all across the globe, with large amounts of protests and riots being formed, and with the more individuals who had took part, the less the police were being trusted. The original protests were started in America as they believed that after numerous incidents had happened, there were still a lot of prejudice towards members of black communities. The global protest which began was the Black Lives Matter Movement, otherwise known as the BLM. The Black Lives Matter Movement started one of the biggest protests to ever happen following the George Floyd incident as it spread all over the world such as it being taken in America, the United Kingdom, Australia, and many more. The George Floyd case had influenced so many different organisations and individuals all over the world leading to numerous groups, sporting teams and events showing their support. One major example of this would be in football where players and teams would show their support for the Black Lives Matter campaign by wearing black armbands and even would all take a knee at the start of every game. This is to encourage everyone that they are equal, no one is better than anyone else because of their race or background. This may not seem relevant to anti-social behaviour, however, with football being such a popular sport and televised almost everywhere, younger generations seeing famous players standing for equal rights and overall equality will have a massive impact on racial abuse and other abuse which individuals may face, decreasing the rates of anti-social behaviour in the younger generation and ultimately reducing the amount of crime being committed. Although most of the protests were peaceful, there were many groups who started committing numerous anti-social behavioural acts around their areas. One example of this would be in Bristol in the United Kingdom where a statue of a slaver from the 17th century was brought down out of protest. During this protest, a statue of a slave trader named Edward Colston was torn down, spray painted and eventually thrown into a nearby harbour due to the reason it was believed that he had trafficked around 80,000 men, women and children from Africa to America in the 17th century (BBC News, 2020). This was clearly deemed Anti-Social behaviour and criminal damage as numerous members of the public had pulled down a statue which has stood there since 1895. However, the main individuals who pulled this down, otherwise known as the Colston four, were taken to court over the damage done to the statue and the surroundings. This case had numerous followers as people believed that the destruction of the statue was justified causing a large and vast amount of anti-social behaviour outside of the courts, and also numerous protests in the streets as large groups of individuals believed they should be free. The verdict ended with all four of the individuals getting cleared of criminal charges even though they accepted the fact that they originally committed criminal damage (Cascone S, 2022). Judiciary.uk (2022) states that the toppling of the statue was indeed violent as well as the damage to the statue being significant. The entirety of this incident was all out of protest due to the murder of George Floyd, which shows that this one event has created a numerous number of protests leading to a large amount of anti-social behaviour.
The Police Force has a large number of responsibilities when it comes to dealing with anti-social behaviour, such as some incidents may be minor which could be defused there and then, and some incidents require different partnerships and teams to help deal with it fully. The College of Policing (2020) states that “Chief officers, alongside their PCCs, can use their influence to build effective partnership working, particularly with individuals and groups who have influence within communities”. This statement proves to be absolutely vital in the way the police force works with different partnerships and teams because if to begin with an incident is seen in public where for example, a man has hit a woman, the police would get involved and if believed that there is more abuse going on they would then work with different agencies in order to make sure that the victim is being taken care of, has a place to stay, whilst the other individual who has committed the crime is being dealt with. This proves how beneficial and important it is for the police force to interact with communities all the time as even just having patrols around the streets and certain areas will slowly build trust between communities and the police force. Not only does it prove to be beneficial as it builds up trust with the police, but it will build trust with other partnerships inside the police force which then can take a lot of strain off the police force allowing them to focus primarily on dealing with anti-social behaviour or other issues in local communities.

In 2023, there is still a lack of trust between individuals in the community and the police force. The main reason for this is communities believing that the police forces do not do enough or that there is a large amount of corruption inside the force. It is of vital importance that the communities trust the police force because if an individual commits some anti-social behaviour then more often than not members of the community would not contact the police, but they would take this into there own hands and try to deal with the individual who committed the incident themselves. This can then spiral out of control leading to serious crimes like assaults and criminal damage. ResolveUK (2021) states that a crime survey conducted in England and Wales estimates that around 37% of adults have witnessed or experienced some form of anti-social behaviour in their community in the last year, the highest rate in the last six years. That means for every 8 individuals, 3 of them would have witnessed or experienced some form of antisocial behaviour which is important considering the police forces are investing so many resources in trying to prevent anti-social behaviour from happening. The Police Force has introduced numerous methods of reducing anti-social behaviour over recent years, some of which being simpler such as encouraging the use of neighbourhood watch teams and others being a bit more complex and resource dependant such as having patrols around certain areas which are more common to anti-social behaviour, this means both using resources in the day and in the night. Neighbourhood watch teams has been one of the most effective counters to anti-social behaviour in the past because although it is not necessarily owned by the police, they will often run neighbourhood watch schemes and encourage local individuals to join. Not only does this benefit the community by reducing crime, but it also encourages individuals to be involved ultimately resulting in a higher level of trust being built between the community and the Police Force (Metropolitan Police, 2023) [2]. In the past, these schemes and groups have proven to be extremely successful as encouraging individuals in a community to all work together will more often than not deter numerous accounts of anti-social behaviour as there will be a much more common chance that there will be CCTV and other recording devices used in that surrounding area.

Overall, there are numerous cases of anti-social behaviour which has been shown to have had a major effect on local communities and societies as it stands. We have been shown how one major global incident can lead to numerous acts of antisocial behaviour, criminal damage and numerous other criminal charges throughout the world such as how the murder of George Floyd united millions of individuals all over the globe, igniting numerous protests, riots and campaigns to begin and fight for something which everyone believed in. This has proved to be critical in recent years as various different celebrities and idols have become involved inspiring younger generations to not have these issues and ultimately reducing the rate of crime for these sort of issues. Although there is still a divide between the police force and some local communities, we have also been shown how the police force is trying to implement different plans and different teams in order to understand local communities and gain real knowledge of how communities can be policed better which they can then use to have a real understanding of how anti-social behaviour can affect members of numerous communities and how they can intervene and make sure that anti-social behaviour is being reduced over time.
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