Self Evaluation - Welsh

Prior to beginning on placement, my Welsh vocabulary was of a moderate level. However, I understood the importance of broadening my vocabulary independently and during placement. Although I ensured to use Welsh within the classroom, the majority of the Welsh used was during my planned Welsh lesson. For my Welsh lesson, I decided to focus on the topics of colours, clothing and weather. To accompany these topics, I began my lesson by revisiting a selection of questions and answers which were used daily during ‘Helpwr Y Dydd’. Some of these included ‘Sut mae’r tywydd heddiw?’ and ‘Beth wyt ti’n gwisgo?’ which I had planned to discuss during the lesson. The lesson also included reading a book and then practicing colours, clothing and the weather using flashcards. The reason I chose to do this lesson was because, I felt the pupils needed to revisit some of those topics in a focused group lesson, rather than as a whole class session such as ‘Helpwr Y Dydd’. Also, I chose to complete this lesson, as I was confidently able to deliver and use the Welsh required, while still being able to further develop my Welsh skills. Although most of my lesson focused on those topics the pupils had already learned, it was an effective lesson, as to ensure information remains in the long-term memory, the information needs to be revisited appropriately. 
The children responded well to the lesson and upheld a positive attitude to learning throughout. The pupils were mostly able to confidently repeat and understand the Welsh used, however, some pupils found aspects of the lesson challenging. Completing this lesson as a focused group, enabled myself to identify those phrases and questions the pupils found most challenging. A minority of the pupils found questions used within ‘Helpwr Y Dydd’ challenging and as we were in a small group, we were able to rectify this. This enabled me to further develop my Welsh skills, while also helping to enhance the pupil’s Welsh development. During the lesson, I attempted to use Welsh such as ‘Barod?’ and ‘Yn Cymraeg’ as a challenge for myself and although the pupils did not appear to be familiar with these phrases, they were confidently able to respond by the end of the lesson. This indicated that the lesson had enabled the pupils to gain a further understanding on ways to use Welsh, and further develop their Welsh skills. Overall, I believe that my Welsh had been improved while planning for and during my Welsh lesson. As the lesson involved reading a book, I ensured to practice several times beforehand which meant that my pronunciation and understanding of the worlds was improving. Also, by repeating the words of colours, clothing and weather several times during the lessons, it helped to particularly improve my Welsh on these topics. 
Furthermore, the class I was placed in ensures that Welsh is used daily throughout the classroom. To begin the day, the class sung a song in Welsh to greet the teacher and their peers. This was followed by registration, lunchtime order where the pupils and teacher count the number of dinners in welsh and then ‘Helpwr Y Dydd’ where they spend 10 minutes each morning on Welsh. As I led these sessions each day, I was able to improve my Welsh while aiding the pupil’s Welsh development. I was able to develop my counting, greetings and questions relating to the weather, feelings and clothing during the morning sessions. Over the four-week period, I believe that my confidence of understanding and speaking Welsh developed, as well as the way I was able to deliver the Welsh in lessons and generally. Throughout the day, the class had several songs which they sung in Welsh, including songs for tidying up, dinner time, and at the beginning and end of the day. I found that the daily repetition of these songs helped in developing my Welsh skills. Although I feel that the children and teachers within the class helped with developing my Welsh skills, I believe that at times I encouraged the development of the learner’s Welsh skills. I particularly encouraged the development of the pupil’s Welsh skills during my planned lesson, as I exposed them to Welsh words which they had not yet learned. My lesson enabled them to develop their Welsh within a focused group, in a quiet space, which appeared to be effective as the pupil’s received more time to focus on those words and phrases they found challenging. During this lesson, I was able to use my Welsh skills to encourage the pupils and to help them make improvements. While leading ‘Helpwr Y Dydd’ in the mornings, I was also encouraging the learners Welsh skills, as it was giving the pupils the opportunity to ask questions and respond to them in Welsh. I was observing the Welsh the pupils used but was able to guide the pupils if they were finding it challenging or if they were unable to understand the question they were being asked. Although I was helping to improve their Welsh, they were similarly helping to improve mine. Throughout the day, I was ensuring to praise the pupils in Welsh, particularly using ‘da iawn’, but sometimes using ‘arbennig’. Although I was not confident in using Welsh for praise when I first started in placement, after my Class Mentor set me the target of using more Welsh around the classroom, I began to use it more often and therefore, became more confident. 
Overall, I believe that I have greatly improved my Welsh skills since being at placement. I began placement with a limited understanding on Welsh and rarely used it throughout my daily life. However, since being at placement, I have begun to use basic Welsh greetings both in placement and at home. As Welsh was used daily within the classroom and around the school, I was able to adapt and quickly learn some of the basic Welsh greetings and instructions that got used frequently. After being set the target of using more Welsh around the classroom by my Class Mentor, I ensured to research and practice during my independent time and then utilise this within the classroom. I began to praise the pupils in Welsh, as well as greet and dismiss them in Welsh, which is what I found challenging in the beginning. 
In order to ensure that I continue to improve my Welsh development, I intend to dedicate an appropriate amount of time each day to spent practicing my Welsh. I will do this using books, apps and activities which will broaden my Welsh skills. By developing my Welsh, I will be able to provide more skilled Welsh lessons to pupils when on placement and be able to confidently answer questions regarding topics that I have not planned for. 
