HPR4011 A Light in the Dark Ages: The Life and Thought of Saint Thomas Aquinas

Lecture 8 — The Knowledge of and Language about God


Introduction

I.	The Existence and Transcendence of God

	

II.	Natural Knowledge of God


	II.1	Mode: Natural Reason 



	II.2	Source: The Natural World (5 Ways)

		II.2.1	Unmoved Mover



		II.2.2	The First Cause



		II.2.3	Contingent vs. Necessary Being	



		II.2.4	A Most Perfect Being



		II.2.5	Teleology



	II.3	Objections

		II.3.1	What kind of God is this?



		II.3.2	Is this really ‘proof’?
[bookmark: _GoBack]III.	Revealed Knowledge of God

	III.1	Mode: Faith and Reason



	 III.2	Source: Scripture & Christ




IV.	Language about God

	IV.1	Kinds of Attribution

		IV.1.1	Univocal



		IV.1.2	Equivocal



		IV.1.3	Analogical



	IV.2	 Triplex Via

		IV.2.1	Via Remotio




		IV.2.2	Via Negativa




		IV.2.3	Via Eminentiae 

