Case Study: Pembroke Castle

Introduction: a brief history of Pembroke castle 
Pembroke Castle, which is located in the Welsh county of Pembrokeshire town of Pembroke, will be the subject of this case study investigation and analysis. The Castle stands at the east most part of the town overlooking the Castle Pond which was once connected to Pembroke Millpond until the 1970s when the barrage was erected to reduce the tidal activity for west part of Pembroke town (Teller, 2021). 
The history of the settlement of Pembroke goes back much further than the creation of the Castle. Directly below the castle there is a large naturally formed cave called Wogan Cavern, which up until 2022, was thought to have been inhabited by some of the earliest people who had lived in Pembroke, dating back to the Palaeolithic and Mesolithic periods. This was because an excavation at Priory Farm nearby found evidence of human habitation, including human remains, butchered animal bones, and bones from extinct animals in Britain, including hyena, bear, mammoth, reindeer (Grimes and Cowley, 1933, pg 99).In 2022, there was an archaeological excavation carried out by Dyfed Archaeological Trust which did prove that Wogan Cavern was inhabited by people around 11,000 years ago (Pembroke Castle, 2022). 
Despite the belief of many academics and archaeologists that the Pembroke site dates back to the early mediaeval era, evidence in the form of Roman pottery discovered during a recent archaeological dig on the castle grounds shows that it has been occupied since at least the second century (Meek and Ludlow, 2018, pg 46).
The castle as it is known today dates back to 1093, when Roger de Montgomery conquered and claimed the region (Murphy, 2021, pg 1). King Henry I then granted the town a charter in 1100, and numerous immigrants from the West of England and Flanders moved there as a result (Murphy, 2021, pg 1). Then in 1199 one of Pembroke’s most iconic figures, William Marshall became the earl of Pembroke and him and his sons are responsible for the building of most of the castle still left today (Murphy, 2021, pg 2).
The Tudor period of Pembroke Castles main claim to fame as King Henry VII, the first monarch of the Tudor Dynasty, was born in the grounds of Pembroke Castle in 1457 to his mother Margaret Beaufort, a 13-year-old who had had lost her husband a month earlier (Pembroke Castle, 2018). After defeating Richard the Third in the Battle of Bosworth in 1585, Henry went on to become King of England (Britnell, 1997). He was the first Welsh monarch to rule England, and the Welsh people saw him as the fulfilment of a prophecy made by Iolo Goch in the 1380s (Wood, 2014, pg 75).


Archaeological exaction of 2018
Dyfed Archaeological Trust undertook a unique archaeological investigation inside the Pembroke Castle grounds in 2018. (Meek and Ludlow, 2018, pg 2).  The purpose of the excavation was to prove the existence of a hall-house from the fourteenth century. Although the evidence was insufficient to support the claims, there was also no evidence to refute them either (Meek and Ludlow, 2018, pg 2). The structure found was big, with solid walls, several smaller rooms, stairs that indicated there was more than the ground floor, and roof tiles (Meek and Ludlow, 2018, pg 2).
The importance of this exaction to the history of the castle was quite substantial as it has been hypothesised since the first excavation in 1930s that the fifteenth century hall- house was actually the location of the birth of Henry VII, and not in the Henry VII tower as first thought (Meek and Ludlow, 2018, pg 117. Ludlow and Driver, 2014). As the tower during the 1450s the tower was being used as a military space and therefore would have not been suitable for 13-year-old Lady Margaret Beaufort to give birth to her son Henry VII (Meek and Ludlow, 2018, pg 233).
Regeneration Project outside of the Castle grounds
The South Quey Regeneration Project, the largest initiative of the town's regeneration, aims to revitalise the area near to Pembroke Castle with an emphasis on its historical significance (Pembrokeshire County Council, 2020). The initial stage of this project would include renovating three dilapidated, abandoned buildings next to the castle to create the Henry Tudor Centre, which will include a library, an information centre, a café, and a landscape garden (Pembrokeshire County Council, 2020).
Pembroke has recently undergone some redevelopment of its buildings and stores to make them more aesthetically appealing than how many of its former run-down counterparts were. Additional initiatives that contributed to the historical effect on the community included renaming the comprehensive school in Pembroke to Ysgol Harri Tudur (English: Henry Turdor School)
Other projects completed by the town and council also include the statue of Henry Tudor that was built in 2017 overlooking Pembroke Castle and the Castle Pond (BBC, 2017), and the newly constructed statue of William Marshall located on the opposite side of the castle pond directly below the Castle’s east most tower (Davies, 2022). Both of these statutes were proposed by the Pembroke and Monkton Local History Society (Hunter, 2021. Daves, 2022) with the money being raised by local people, as well as grants from the Pembrokeshire County Council and the Valero Oil Refinery (BBC, 2016)
Analysis of the site 
Upon entry to the castle there is an informational video inside of one of the rooms directly left of the entry gates that gives an overview of the history of Pembroke Castle and how it is being used today. Additionally, to the video and to the signage around the castle as well as free guided tours which are included in the price of the ticket, 3 times a day throughout the year.
The information boards in the castle are appropriate, but they are worn out and need to be improved. There has been some that have been updated in recent years but others, such as in the Henry VII tower still need updating as it still contains information describing that it was the birthplace of Henry VII, which now would be considered false. The wax figures inside the room depict the birth of the king, with three Tudor ladies with Henry Tudor as a new-born, it should be noted that Margert Beaufort was only 13 years old when she gave birth to her son and not a fully grown woman as the wax figure would suggest. The information surrounding Henry VII birth is corrected by the tour guides, and they will tell your about the Hall-House and excavation upon entering the room.  Every employee there is a member of the community and is enthusiastic about the castle and its past, which is especially evident when taking the guided tour.
The main exhibition areas inside the gatehouse feature a number of glass cabinets filled with interesting artefacts related to significant historical events that have taken place in the castle, including a civil war uniform, sculptures that depict how the castle would have appeared over time, and a tapestry that was made by a group of community volunteers that depicts William Marshall's life. Wax figures also represent historical events in other exhibition rooms, including a Civil War battle, John Poyer (mayor of Pembroke from 1642 to 1649; Rees, 1958), learning that he would be executed when his army was defeated, and a mediaeval banquet hall being used by William de Valence.
The Great Map, the biggest artwork in the UK and the world's largest map of Wales, was installed at the castle in 2014 as a new attraction (Pembroke Castle, nd). The artwork was paid for by the European Regional Development Fund, a CADW heritage tourism initiative, and the Carmarthen County Council (Museums and Heritage Advisor, 2014). One of its main goals was to educate school pupils, in particular, by providing a visual depiction of the most important castles, abbeys, and other mediaeval Welsh monuments (Museums and Heritage Advisor, 2014).
It should be noted that many of the castle's rooms are not wheelchair accessible and may be challenging for persons with restricted mobility to reach due to the castle's numerous steep stairs with narrow steps. The café and the bathrooms are all wheelchair accessible as well as the grounds exhibits.  
The castle is used throughout the year as well. In December, it hosts a Christmas market where many locally owned companies can display their products. Santa even descends the great keep by abseiling. The castle presents performances and movie screenings outdoors during the summer. Because the castle can be used all year round, the locals may continue to use it, learn something new, and have an incentive to go there all year round. The town war memorial is directly outside of the castle and is utilised every November 11th when there is a procession around the town ending at the castle to pay respects. The stone, which was inaugurated in 1924 by Lieutenant General Sir Francis Lloyd, bears the names of all the soldiers from the nearby parishes of St. Mary's, St. Michael's, and Monkton who lost their lives in World War I and World War II (World War 1 Wales, n.d)
It might be challenging to compare Pembroke castle to other Pembrokeshire castles, such as Carew, Manobier, Narberth, Haverfordwest, Llawhaden, and Lamphey Bishop Palace. But there is one significant distinction between all of the other Pembrokeshire castles and Pembroke castle. Unfortunately, although being historically significant, the other castles in the region lack Pembroke Castle's finances and opportunities because of the Tudor legacy of Pembroke Town. 
Social and cultural issues associated with the site 
The town of Pembroke and its surroundings have earned the nickname "Little England Beyond Wales" due to the early Medieval, Norman, and Flemish occupation. The nickname refers to the fact that Welsh is hardly ever spoken in the southwest of Wales, where residents have an accent that sounds more English than Welsh (Austin, 2005). Henry I believed it would be a prospective idea to drive out the Welsh population of Pembroke and relocate a number of the displaced people there instead due to Flemish immigrants coming to England in the early twelfth century and tensions increasing between the English and the Flemish (Austin, 2005). The Welsh people who lived in the region was, of course, severely impacted by this decision; they were evicted from their homes and compelled to relocate farther north or east, taking their culture and language with them. Southwest Pembrokeshire is still seeing the effects of the choice over a thousand years later.
The unveiling of the statue of William Marshall in 2021 also brough up some controversy as many people in the area saw this statue as commemoration to someone who oppressed the people of Welsh inhabitants of Pembroke (Davies, 2021).
Conclusion
An iconic location of major national significance is Pembroke Castle. The fact that the Castle is being used so extensively is encouraging because it is Pembroke Town's heart and soul. While considering the despotic rulers of England and the unexpected discovery of the King in the parking lot, Henry VII's importance and relationship to them are sometimes disregarded in favour of, Richard the Third and Henry VIII. It is pleasant to see that the South Quey Redevelopment programme is fully embracing the castle's Tudor past and mediaeval roots, which are what make it so well-known today.
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