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Speakers notes.

Introduction – slide 2:
. This presentation will be outlining the benefits and drawbacks of the curriculum in Finland and will compare it to the Welsh curriculum. 
It will discuss Finland’s curriculum and how they function, including their school days structure, the lack of homework and testing and the inclusivity in all classes. 
It will also discuss the benefits and draw backs of their curricula, such as the high PISA results, and the lack of testing meaning teachers not having a clear understanding of each child’s learning level.
This presentation will then briefly address the curriculum in Wales and will then compare the two different curricula.
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According to the Cambridge dictionary, the curriculum is “the subjects studied in a school, college, etc. and what each subject includes.” (Cambridge university press, 2020).
The National Curriculum according to the Collins Dictionary is what most pupils in Wales and England are supposed to follow between 5 and 16 years old.
There are 10 foundation subjects taught in state schools progressively since 1989. The core subjects are English, maths and science, and the rest are design and technology, art, history, geography, physical education, music and a foreign language. Children are then assessed according to attainment targets in each of the four key stages. These key stages are Key stage 1 which is children from 5 to 7 years old, key stage 2 which is children from 7 to 11 years old, key stage 3 which is children 11 to 14 years old and the last key stage 4 which is children from 14 to 16 years old (Envisage International Corporation, 2020). 
As well as they 4 key stages there are also the early years key stage which is 3-5 years old.
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There are 7 aspects of The Finnish Education System. These are: early childhood education and care, pre-primary education, basic education, general upper secondary education, vocational education, higher education and adult education.
Their compulsory schooling only requires 1-year pre-primary education for 6-year olds and 9-year basic education for children between 7-16 years old (Finnish National Agency for Education, 2020).
The Finnish Education System offers equal opportunities for education for all according to The Ministry of Education and Culture, 2020.
The Ministry of Education and Culture 2020, also states that early education and care supports the learning, development and wellbeing of a child. It is said to combine teaching, care and education in a goal-orientated and systematic manner. The goal of this aspect of education is to improve a child’s opportunities for learning whilst promoting their health and wellbeing and their development. 
It is the responsibility of local authorities such as municipalities to provide early childhood education and care for children that are under school age. They charge a client fee, depending on the family’s income, size and how much time the child spends in early childhood education and care. 
A quote from The Ministry of Education and Culture, 2020 says the following about the curriculum for early childhood education and care:
“The National Curriculum Guidelines on Early Childhood Education and Care in Finland, approved by the Finnish National Agency for Education, guide the planning and implementation of the contents of ECEC and function as the basis for drawing up the local ECEC curricula.”
Since 2015 pre-primary education in Finland is compulsory for 1 year for 6-year olds. The goal of this education aspect is to improve a child’s opportunity for development and learning before they progress to their 7 years of basic education.
Finland’s basic education is free of charge and free school meals are also provided. In 2015 there were approximately 2,500 schools that provided basic education in Finland. These comprehensive schools were also maintained by local authorities such as municipalities and other educational providers. 
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In 2001, the PISA which stands for Program for International Student Assessment was released for 2000. Finland had exceptionally high results and came out on top of most countries. 
There are many benefits and positives of the Finnish education system. 
In Finland teachers must have a master’s degree, and the teachers also have pedagogical autonomy which means they decide their own teaching methods and styles. This is a good opportunity for teachers, as it allows them to cater their lessons to the children they have in their classroom, and work how they want to, rather than following an agenda. Meaning they will be more involved and excited about what they are teaching.
In Finland, students are also seen as unique, they are encouraged and are heard by the teachers. Each individual child’s strengths are supported and considered in all circumstances. 
Finland also offer diverse learning environments such as field trips, inter-class programmes and field trips that promote active involvement and enrich learning experiences.
Finland also do not require much homework from the children, and their school days are much shorter than other countries.
Their curriculum uses and integrative approach where learning takes place through projects so that skills of different subjects and knowledge can be combined, resulting in pupils understanding the inter-dependencies and relationships between different learning contents (Barona, 2019). 
One other positive of Finland’s educational system is that all children, no matter their abilities are taught in one classroom. This means that children that struggle with either learning or behavioural disabilities, do not fall behind. Finland’s schools also hire teaching aids, who undergo an extra year of training to support teachers.
The younger children have access to 75 minutes of break time in each school day. This promotes play, socialising and offers the children time away from their schoolwork.
This approach to play and socialising relates to the theory of cognitive development by Piaget (1958) who believed strongly that children learn best through exploring also called discovery learning, and this theory was an important factor of the transformation of the primary school curriculum (McLeod, S, 2018).
 They also have a 15-minute break after each lesson, some of which lessons are even taught outside. Outdoor physical activity is highly encouraged.
Teachers in Finland are also given the similar status to those that are doctors and lawyers. (SchoolAdvisor, 2016).
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Dickinson, 2019 says “Then things took a turn, and Finland's standings began to slip. Between 2006 and 2012, its scores in science, reading, and math fell sharply: 18, 23, and 29 points, respectively. PISA 2015 saw further drops; meanwhile, other top performers have remained relatively steady.” This statement shows that although in 2000 Finland had high PISA results, they began to fall and have not remained steady, the reasons for this are unclear in research but some suggest that it is due to the pupil-led education, late start times, lack of homework and the lack of testing. A research director at the Center for the Study of Market Reform Education called Gabriel Heller Shalgren, believes there is no hard evidence to support these points and that Finland’s success resulted from standards that were in place in the 1970’s-80’s, before the policies mentioned such as no testing and pupil-led education, took a standing. 
In a monograph called “Real Finnish Lessons”, he states that Finland’s educational system was teacher-dominated and not pupil-led until the 90’s, which means pupil-led education came in too late to be a factor to the success. He believed that “Finland's late developments in industrialization and economic growth bolstered the country's educational performance.” (Dickinson, 2019).
There are some draw backs to Finland’s educational system. For example, how they have all children in one class regardless of their abilities, could lead to the children that need the extra help and support to fall behind. In not having separate classes for those who are at a much lower learning level, the children are missing out on vital one to one extra learning that would improve their education. Also, having children in main classes that suffer with behavioural issues could serve as a big distraction for other children, resulting in lower work outcomes.
The lack of structure by the teachers is also a drawback of the educational system in Finland. In giving the teachers the opportunity to teach what they want and how they want, it means that different children in different schools could be learning different things at different speeds. This means that not all children are on the same level when they finish school. 
Another drawback could be the lack of testing until they are 16. Test results offer teachers the insight to each individual child’s learning level, enabling them to assist those struggling the areas that need it, and address which areas they may need to elaborate on more.
The last drawback of the Finish curriculum this presentation will look at is the lack of compulsory education until 6 years old. It is vital for children to learn socialising skills and basic skills from other children in their younger years. With children not having to be in education until 6, they are missing many essential skills that could aid their development in later years. It also runs risk of learning disabilities or other issues that may not be picked up, as there are no professionals that could assess them.
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In Wales, it is compulsory for children to be in education from the age of 4, with the option of nursery and pre-school at a younger age.
Statutory teacher assessments are also conducted at the end of key stage 2 and 3. Since 2013, children in Wales from year 2 to year 9 must take National Reading and Numeracy tests as part of a new National Literacy and Numeracy Framework, also known as the LNF. Older children that are 16 in year 11 also take their General Certificate of Secondary Education exams, also known as their GCSE’s, they then have the choice to continue their education to A-levels (TheSchoolRun, 2020).
The curriculum in Wales guidance states that all schools secure a consistent approach for all learners across Wales and that they all cover the same core learning. The curriculum in Wales is very structured, and there are clear guidelines in which the teachers are to follow.
“The Curriculum for Wales guidance is a clear statement of what is important in delivering a broad and balanced education.” (Welsh Government, 2020).
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There are not many similarities when comparing the Welsh and Finnish educational curriculums. Compulsory education in Wales begins at 4 years old and is compulsory until 16. They have a very structured system and teachers have set subjects they must teach in a set manor. 
One similarity is that Welsh teachers are also partly child-led, although teachers have set subjects, they still incorporate how the children want to learn. This can be shown through asking the children which activities they would like to take part in and giving them more options for classwork surrounding their subjects. An example of this is if the children have a project due in surrounding a particular subject, they may have the option to either build something, write something or present something. They are still completing the work but in a different manor which is specific to them. 
There are many differences when looking at both the Welsh and Finnish curriculums. The first being the difference in compulsory age for education. In Wales it is compulsory to be in education from 4-16 years old. Whereas in Finland it is only compulsory from 6-16 years old. 
Another difference between the two curriculums is the structure. In Wales, the teachers follow a structured curriculum in their classrooms, whereas Finland have a pedagogical autonomy approach, which means teachers decide what they are going to teach and how they are going to teach it. Their teaching style is very child led and they do not require children to do homework.
Welsh schools only provide two short breaks in their school day, this is a short morning break and a slightly longer lunchtime break, their days are also longer. Schools in Finland have a 75-minute break in the day as well as a 15-minute break after each lesson, their days are also much shorter. 
Finland are very involved with outdoor physical activity, they encourage the children to involve themselves in as much as possible, even encouraging lessons outside. Welsh schools only tend to provide the basic physical education lessons with the opportunity to join other groups, but do not promote it as much as the Finnish curriculum do.
One of the biggest differences between the two curriculum’s is the lack of testing in the Finnish schools. In Wales, children are tested multiple times throughout their school years, this is better to assess their level of learning and what extra help they may need in which areas. Finland only require one test at the end of their last year of school. There are no sets in Finland, no rankings and no comparisons.

Slide 9:
In conclusion, this presentation has addressed the Finnish curriculum, outlining its structure such as no testing, long break times, and short days, before outlining its benefits and drawbacks. 
Some of the benefits and drawbacks outlined were the high PISA results the schools produced, and the issues surrounding lack of structure and that all children regardless of ability are taught in one class meaning some children may be missing out on essential 1-1 help.
The Welsh curriculum was then briefly outlined, such as the compulsory ages of education and their testing processes, before the two curricula were compared against each other.
The results of the comparison showed there were not many similarities between the two countries curricula other than the child-focused learning approach, but there were many differences such as the lack of testing, the difference in age for compulsory education, and the lack of grouping children depending on their intellectual abilities.
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