Activity Sheet: Zero-Tolerance and Community Policing through Realist Criminology
Purpose: This activity asks you to compare zero-tolerance policing and community/neighbourhood policing, then apply Right Realist and Left Realist ideas to explain why different realist perspectives may favour different policing approaches.
Required reading:
Zero-tolerance policing | College of Policing
 
Neighbourhood Policing Guarantee Performance Framework (accessible) - GOV.UK

Part 1: Understand the policing approaches
1. What is meant by zero-tolerance policing?
2. What assumptions does it make about how crime and disorder should be controlled?
3. What is meant by community/neighbourhood policing?
4. How are local communities expected to contribute to neighbourhood policing?
Student note: In your answers, try to use short evidence-based examples from the readings. For example, consider how zero-tolerance policing is linked to strict enforcement and order maintenance, while neighbourhood policing emphasises visible local teams, contactable officers and community input into local priorities.
Part 2: Apply realist criminological theory
5. Why might Right Realists favour aspects of zero-tolerance policing?
Think about: deterrence, rational choice, social control and maintaining order.
6. Why might Left Realists be more attracted to community-based policing?
Think about: taking crime seriously, victims, local communities and policing.
Part 3: Comparison table
	Issue
	Zero-tolerance policing
	Community/neighbourhood policing

	Main aim
	
	

	View of crime control
	
	

	Role of police
	
	

	Role of community
	
	

	Realist theory link
	
	

	Possible strengths
	
	

	Possible criticisms
	
	



Part 4: Critical reflection
Choose one of the following prompts and write a short paragraph response:
· Is zero-tolerance policing best understood as a practical crime-control strategy, a symbolic statement about order, or both?
· Can neighbourhood policing respond effectively to serious local crime, or is it mainly useful for improving trust and visibility?
· Which approach fits realist criminology better overall, and why?
