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Abstract

The failure of refugees enrolling in schools has created a refugee education crisis, with many school-aged refugees facing barriers that are preventing them from accessing a quality and equal education. The crisis is specifically prevalent in Syria, since the Syrian war began in 2011, Syrian children have been displaced from their countries and exposed to violence and exploitation which in turn has caused many Syrian children to miss out on an education. This independent project, through hypothetical discussion, has critically examined the effects of the refugee education crisis on Syrian children. This paper has reviewed a variety of sources including, non-governmental organisations and government funded projects to identify the impact of conflict and war on refugee children’s education and the barriers refugees’ face when accessing education after displacement. 




Glossary of Terms

UNHCR- United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
UNICEF- United Nations Children Fund
APPG-All-party parliamentary group
SEN- Special Education Needs
UN- United Nations
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Chapter 1. Introduction 

1.1. Background Information 

This independent project will critically evaluate the key issues of the growing refugee education crisis and how it is affecting Syrian children’s access to education. 
Syria, officially known as the Syrian Arabic Republic is a country in middle-east Asia which borders countries such as Lebanon, turkey and Jordan, In March 2011 pro-democracy demonstrations lead to a civil war having a devastating impact on the education system in Syria and causing many Syrian children to be forcibly displaced from their homes and required to seek refugee status (Hessen et al, 2018). An article from the UNCHR, USA (2018) says that, a refugee status can be claimed when an individual has been forced to leave their country due to circumstances such as war, persecution or natural disaster to protect them from risk. As a refugee, access to basic education can be difficult with many challenges to overcome (UNHCR, UK, 2019), this paper will address the importance of education for refugees, the support available to help access education and the key barriers refugees face when accessing education. 
In Fragues and Fandrich (2012) book ‘The European response to the Syrian refugee crisis: what next?’, it is recognised that the conflict in Syria has become one of the largest humanitarian crises, the UNCHR (2019) have calculated that 22 million Syrians are in need of humanitarian aid, with 8.1 million of these being Syrian children. 9 years of conflict in Syria has caused Syrian children to be denied access to basic services such as food, shelter and education inconsequence of being displaced from their homes and in some cases having to flee the country. Statistics from research taken by UNICEF (2018) show that 3 million Syrian children have migrated to host countries such as Turkey and Lebanon to seek asylum, it is imperative that throughout this paper we consider the schooling experiences Syrian children will have as refugees in these countries. 
By its end, this paper will provide a review of a range of relevant literature to provide background information of the refugee education crisis and how it effects Syrian children and provide recommendations on how to increase the number of Syrian children enrolled in education.


1.2. Relevance of this Study  

To critically evaluate the Syrian refugee crisis, this paper will present 3 research questions that aim to identify the key issues of the crisis through discussing a range of literature, including research papers, secondary data and government legislations and policies. 

The first research question presented will explore the importance of education for refugee children. Literature discussing the benefits to refugee children and society by providing accessible education will be explored, alongside literature which outlines the negatives to refugee children and society if they are not afforded a basic right to an education. 

The second research question will evaluate the effective support that is available for refugees when accessing education. Through exploration of this topic, commitments of global charities and government policies in efforts to increase refugee enrolment will be discussed. 

From relevant surrounding literature, the third research question will identify and explore the barriers that refugee children face in accessing a valuable education and evaluate potential solutions to this problem. Through this exploration, statistics will be presented on the number of refugee children that are currently enrolled in education to provide an idea to the extent of the problem at hand in providing accessible education to refugee children. 













Chapter 2. Literature Review 

This section will provide relevant background information for this project and will review literature surrounding the topic. The literature reviewed broadly focuses on the Syrian conflict, its role in the refugee education crisis, and the 8 million Syrian children who are in danger of becoming the ‘lost generation’. A term coined by Stern (2015), the ‘lost generation’ is used to describe a generation that have no direction of where they are going and will become forgotten about from no legal status or qualifications. 

2.1. What Does the Evidence Say About the Importance of Education for Refugee Children?

Having no access to education can be a consequence from a lack of funding, a shortage of	 materials, exclusion due to gender, race or disability or from living in a country or area where there is internal conflict or war (Bradshaw et al, 1998). This research question will focus on the lack of education for refugees due to the Syrian war and why it is important to ensure that refugees have access to an education. Access to an education is an important factor, not only to the individual, but to society as whole. Education gives learners the skills for problem solving, independence and critical thinking whilst also enhancing job prospects and boosting self-esteem (Bowling, 1995). 

Hirsch (2007) notes that Education gives us the knowledge, values and skills required to create successful futures and to become contributing members of society, Nelson Mandela (1995) declares that ‘Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world’, through education future generations can leave from their past generations to prevent crisis such as the refugee education crisis from occurring again.  Education is important for people to learn about the world around them, how to form relationships with others and to develop essential literacy and numeracy skills in order to shape a successful life. Without an education there is a high risk of unemployment, increased possibility of poverty and poor health and nutrition due to illiteracy (Berrebi, 2003). 

The condition of Syria in relation to the conflict and war means that children are fleeing the country to seek asylum making them more vulnerable to violence and exploitation. Therefore, education can often be a life-saving opportunity to provide protection from these risks and bring promise of a brighter future (O’Rourke, 2014). 

Reaching Sustainable Development Goal 4

Education is a basic human right, this human right dictates that all humans should have access to a valuable education of a high standard. The United Nations (2019) have contributed to ensuring that inclusive and quality education opportunities are available for all humans by committing it as sustainable development goal in its policies. Literature from the Sustainable Development Goals Knowledge Platform (2019), addresses the importance of achieving Goal 4, however, this goal cannot be achieved if the educational needs of refugees are not met. There are 17 global goals set by the United Nations which were set in order to achieve a more sustainable future for all by the year 2030, Goal 4 aims to ensure all children have access to quality education and eliminate exclusion from education to ensure every human has equal access to all levels of education (Osborn et al, 2015). 

Despite education being a basic human right a report by the UNICEF (2018), shows that there are 4 million refugees whom will go without an education, approximately 1 million of these are of Syrian origin. As a result of the Syrian war families have become displaced from their homes and education faculties have been destroyed or have been deemed unsafe. The UNHCR (2018) estimate that Syrian refugees miss out on 4 years of vital education. In comparison to the outbreak of the conflict in 2011, Syrian children were among the highest educated in the Middle East with 98 per cent enrolled in primary education and 74 per cent attending secondary education with an overall literacy rate of 84.1 percent (91 per cent male and 81 percent female). The conflict in Syria has had an enormous  impact on the education refugee children are receiving, in 2017 statistics from Sirin and Rogers-Sirin (2015) show that 61 per cent of refugee children attended primary school compared to 92 per cent globally, as refugees get older the dropout rate increases with only 23 per cent of refugee children enrolling in secondary education compared to 84 per cent globally. 

Education for refugees matters as schools play an important role in protecting children who are at risk of violence, exploitation, forced recruitment due to displacement (Hek, 2005). However, Kirk and Cassity (2015) believe that this protective characteristic is only available where a quality education is provided, and funding is not always readily available to implement safe, equal and good-quality education services. A good quality education which aligns with goal 4 of the sustainable development agenda, will be inclusive of all learners and all students to reach their full potential by developing skills and attributes required to lead a successful future (Wang, 2013). 

Refugee Girls Education
Female refugee children are particularly at a disadvantage in accessing an education and the gender gap increases during secondary school, where many girls are unable to attend school because of issues such as menstruation as their families are unable to afford supplies and schools do not appropriate toilet faculties (Sirin and Rogers-Siring, 2015). An assessment on Syrian refugees by UNICEF (2018), found that 85 per cent of Syrians are living under the poverty line, therefore child families may turn to child marriage as a sense of protection and financial stability for their daughters. The impact of child marriage is affecting girls ability in accessing education with 35% of Syrian women becoming married before the age of 18, UNESCO (2019) has made gender equality a global priority as part of SDG 4 all girls should have access to an equal and quality education the same as their male counterparts and SDG 5, to achieve gender equality globally and empower all females. 

In 2017 UNICEF (2017) supported the opening of 23 schools in Aleppo, Syria, which allowed 6,500 children to return to their education despite the conflict, however the quality of the schooling in Syria has been drastically impacted from the war. There is a huge shortage of materials such as textbooks and stationary, electricity and water and 150,000 education workers have been lost meaning that there is a lack of teachers to provide education to students. A report by Save the children () estimated that an extra 20,000 teachers were required per anum to accommodate for the global rise of school-aged refugees.  

In September 2016 the UNHCR launched the “Missing Out: Refugee Education in Crisis’ report, that identified indicators that weaken opportunities for refugees to learn. The UNHCR have made it their mission to help the millions of refugee children who have been displaced from their homes after the Syrian war but with the high amount of refugees becoming displaced means that the need for education grows and resources in host countries such as Turkey and Lebanon are limited,  the challenge of educating refugees in these countries increases (cited in Castles et al, 2013). Smith and Vaux (2003), urge people to recognise that education is not a luxury it is a basic right and refugees deserve a chance to learn in order to not just survive but to thrive. The young generation of refugees have dreams to be future engineers, nurses and teachers, however if they do not have access to education this will prevent them from following their dreams which can have an impact on their physical, social, emotional and psychological well-being (Peters and Besley, 2015). 

2.2. What Evidence is There About the Effective Support for Refugee Children in Education?

This question will evaluate literature from NGO’s and government funded projects to explore the assistance that is available for Syrian refugees’ when accessing education. It is important that support is given for refugee children to ensure that adequate supplies and a safe learning environment is accessible for them to learn. 

The conflict in Syria has, so far, caused approximately 2 million children to miss out on receiving any form of education. In 2018 UNICEF (2019) confirmed that a total of 142 attacks have taken place on schools since the war began in 2011. Education faculties have become unsafe for Syrian children to attend with 1 in four schools destroyed, under attack, damaged, used as army barracks or for shelter, schools are now no longer a safe haven for children to learn and grow (Al Hessan et al, 2016). Many refugees turn to child labour or marriage as a means to survive and to help their families financially, this can often lead to early death and cause children to drop-out of education (Fottrell, 2001). 

The United Nations and various NGO’s have partnered up with the Ministry of Education in Syria, to help solve the education crisis and provide learning opportunities for all refugee children. Despite a high volume of Syrian children out of education (Betts et al, 2013), UNICEF (2018) have found that in 2018 nearly 5 million Syrian children are accessing education in public schools in host countries Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan, this shows that refugees are receiving effective support to overcome education barriers and are protected from child exploitation. 


Education in Host countries 

The Syrian War has seen 4.5 million Syrians flee to host countries Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey, Turkey has had the biggest intake accepting 2 million refugees followed by Lebanon with a population of 1 million refugees and Jordan accommodating for 600,000 (UNHCR, 2017). Tumen (2016) suggests that the influx of the refugees has caused an educational crisis among the host countries, these host countries have weak economies, which has had an effect on the quality of education Syrian children are receiving as the country’s education budgets have not grown to accommodate the increase in the population of school-aged children. 

A case study by Buckner et al, (2016) examined the policy and practice of education for Syrian refugees in Lebanon. The study found that despite the high interest in the idea of equal rights for refugee children seeking asylum in Lebanon encouraged the creation of a National Refugee Framework to give children greater access to education, it was found that policies were not fully applied in local communities due to a lack of funding and available teachers. 
A report from Save The Children (2018) emphasises the importance of investing in teachers to help refugee children learn. The report highlights the importance of a teacher’s role and claims that even without classrooms, blackboards, paper and pens children will still be able to learn if they are taught by a capable and resourceful teacher. Save The Children also note that investing in good quality teachers should be a top priority, however, the report also highlights the reality of today is that providing quality teaching is often an afterthought as more focus is implied on getting children enrolled into education rather than assessing the quality. 

What Are Charities Doing to Support Refugee Children?

Many Charities are supporting Syrian children to access a quality and equal education, UNICEF and the UNHCR are two of the few charities working inside Syria, in neighbouring host countries and Europe to make a difference to refugee education (Refugee Action, 2016). 

Support from UNICEF

UNICEF are working to protect Syrian children and to give them hope of a better future, the charity is based in refugee camps where they ensure children have sufficient supplies to survive such as; adequate healthcare, food and shelter whilst also providing support to families to help them rebuild their lives after displacement (Bilukka et al, 2014). The Refugee support network (2018) say that migration status should never be a barrier for refugees who want to access education, more emphasis should be given to providing education for refugees regardless of their status. The organisation has called for six actions to protect refugee children including helping uprooted children stay in school and stay healthy. This action calls for governments, the private sector and communities to provide refugee children with access to education and health services as well as shelter, sanitation and water (UNICEF, 2019). As a part of the agenda for action, UNICEF aims to provide education globally to reach out to all refugee children, they aim to do this by protecting refugee children from exploitation and violation, keep children with their families, giving all children access to education and health services and by pressing for action on the underlying cause of large influx of refugee movement. From public donations UNICEF (2019) alleged that they have been able to provide children with learning materials and have created safe learning spaces to give refugees opportunities to learn and create a better life for themselves by giving the skills and knowledge required for successful futures. 

UNICEF support programmes that will allow the world’s most vulnerable children the ability to reach their potential and access a safe, equal and quality education. For 2019, UNICEF aim is to ensure that a minimum of 3.5 million Syrian children can access education and to help them develop life-skills. They plan on doing this by working with education authorities around the world to resettle displaced children with a school place (UNICEF, 2018)

The UNCHR

The UNCHR is a non-profit organisation created in 1950 by the United Nations to protect refugees by safeguarding their rights and ensuring they have access to basic human needs including food, shelter, education and medical care (UNHCR, 2019). The UNCHR (2019) have partnered up with international organisations and governments globally to ensure that quality and equal education is provided for all refugee children in order to deliver sustainable development goal 4 across the world supporting the ‘Leave No One Behind’ agenda. 

The UNCHR supports refugee children and young people through every stage of education and aim to ensure that all refugees have a school place within three months of displacement (Loescher, 2001). The organisation are working to extend learning opportunities in primary and secondary education by addressing barriers that refugee children face when accessing education by expanding safe learning faculties, providing capacity building for teachers to give them the skills and equipment to deal with high volumes of refugee children in the classroom and lastly strengthening partnerships with governments and education partners to be able to provide these services effectively around the world (Loescher et al, 2008). The UNCHR are also working to ensure quality higher education is provided for refugees, as findings from a report by the UNCHR (2017) shows that currently only 1 per cent of refugees have access to tertiary education compared to 36 per cent globally, the UNCHR aim to achieve a higher enrolment of young refugees in universities through supporting scholarship and learning programmes (Evans et al, 2013).

The UNCHR released the ‘Turn the Tide: Refugee Education in Crisis’ report in August 2018, their findings showed that less than two thirds of refugee children are attending primary school, below a quarter are accessing secondary school and one in a hundred are enrolled in higher education. The UNCHR have split the education crisis into three main focus areas which are; Systematic Inclusion of Refugees: Including all refugees in the national education systems. Secondly is Financing Authorities and Hosting Communities: To ensure enough funding is available to support education for refugees. Lastly Ensuring All Children and Young People Are Learning: To make it everyone’s responsibility to educate refugees by increasing funding and finding more sustainable solutions, in order to support education for refugees and give all children access to quality and equal learning (Dryden-Peterson, 2012). 

Refugee Education in The UK

Statistics from the Refugee Council (2019) show that there are approximately 60,000 refugees living in the UK of school age, GOVUK (2019) set the education system in the UK to be compulsory for children aged 5 to 16 years old, therefore refugees under 16 must be included across UK education systems. Under the race relations act 2000 education institutes and local authorities have a duty to abide by this act and prevent unlawful racial discrimination creating an inclusive system (Gillborn, 2005). The National Curriculum Statutory Inclusion Statement (1999) refers heavily to the race relations act, the statement declares that all schools have to take responsibility to ensure a broad and balanced curriculum is delivered and pupils diverse needs are met, and potential learning barriers are overcome (Department of Education, 2013). This statement can benefit refugees attending school in the UK by ensuring that all refugees who seek asylum in the UK are given the opportunity to access an equal and quality education where their needs will be met which will open up learning opportunities (Cole, 2005).  

The Department for Children Schools and Families (DCSF) (2019) provides learning support for children who have English as an Additional Language (EAL), as many refugees will know very little English or have no experience of the language, the learning support can help refugees learn more English to benefit more the education services in the UK. 
The Bell foundation (2019) have created an EAL assessment programme which is used by 1.5 million schools in the UK, the programme gives support and guidance for teachers who are have EAL learners in their classroom and aims to improve literacy and numeracy attainment amongst students. 
Many schools in the UK do not have the experience of working with refugees, the APPG (2017) argue that teachers do not have the skillset or knowledge to know how to help refugees and asylum seekers. Hek (2005) expresses the need for recognition of the issues refugee children face, as the majority of refugees have experienced some trauma from conflict or exploitation and some refugee children may also be orphaned. These factors can cause psychological problems which teachers are not taught to deal with effectively. Having ill equipped teachers can result in a poor standard of education being delivered to refugee students therefore it is suggested that teachers would benefit from receiving training in dealing with a multi-cultural classroom and providing teachers with background information on the refugee crisis would help teachers gain a better understanding of the issues refugee children face (Madziva and Thondhlana, 2017).

2.3. What Are The Key Barriers Refugee Children Face When Accessing Education?

This section will explore the key barriers that refugee children face when accessing education. Education is a critical factor for children who have been displaced from their homes and it can give children the ability to take responsibility of their lives with hope of a better future with less poverty and improved health. Refugees now face greater challenges when accessing education after displacement with nearly 900,000 Syrian refugees of school-age out of education (UNHCR, 2016). The question focuses on the quality of education available for refugees in the UK and Host communities, the struggle of accessing education for SEN children, the impact of child labour and exploitation and the effects of low education funding for refugees. 

Accessing Education in the UK

No region in the UK has reached the 20 school-day target, this target was set by the UASC and aimed for all refugee children to gain a secured school placement within 20 school-days (Home Office, 2018). Refugee children arriving in the UK are struggling to secure school places and the challenge increases for children with SEN with a lack of spaces to accommodate for children’s diverse needs (Armstrong and Moore, 2004). At the systemic level, Weale (2018) suggests that the wait for a school place is hindered by complex applications, waiting lists due to the influx of applications and available funding. The struggle for access greatens for places in comprehensive schools, many schools are cautious of offering places to refugees in fear of them affecting GCSE results which in turn will damage the school league tables. This can also affect the length of time refugees are waiting for a place, currently the waiting list in the UK for a school place for a child refugee can vary from 3 months to a year (Madziva and Thondhlana, 2017). 

Refugees accessing tertiary education in the UK also face challenges to secure a place, the GOVUK state that all refugee children are entitled to free education under the age of 16 in the UK however, refugees who want to access tertiary education can potentially be faced with financial barriers (Anselme and Hands, 2012). As previously mentioned in Topic 2, globally only 1 per cent of refugees’ access university this is because eligibility of gaining a university place is dependent on available student finance, previous qualifications and proving legitimate immigration status (UNHCR, 2017). Many refugees of university age come to the UK and do not understand how higher education works and are unaware of the opportunities it can open up for them (Stevenson and Willott, 2007). Birkbeck University, London (2019) is working to make it easier for refugees to access higher education and have developed their own project called the ‘Compass Project Fund’, which helps to entirely fund undergraduate courses for 20 refugees each year.  

Barriers to education in Host countries

Refugee children are at a high risk of becoming victims of exploitation, child marriage and forced labour before the age of 14 in order to survive and provide for their families, as a result, there is a high drop-out rate in both primary and secondary education among refugees (O’Connell Davidson, 2011). In 2017 statistics from the UNHCR (2017) present that 61 per cent of refugee children attended primary school compared to 92 per cent globally, as the refugees get older the dropout rate increases with only 23 per cent of refugee children enrolling in secondary education compared to 84 per cent globally. Lebanon has the worst cases for child labour, the United States Department of Labour (2017) found that 60 per cent of Syrian refugee children living in Lebanon are working through forced labour. In 2017 the Lebanon government made significant efforts to eliminate child labour by signing an agreement with the Farmers union to now allow any child under the age of 16 to work in the agriculture industry. The Lebanese government have also produced a Practitioners guide on child labour in agriculture, in order to make stakeholders more aware of the risks. Child labour cases have not been fully addressed in Lebanon; despite the governments advancements the issue is still very prominent across the region (Bartels et al, 2018).  

Refugee girls are especially at a high risk of exploitation and violence, in host countries approximately 41 per cent of young displaced females have been forced into marriage due to the conflict (Mourtada et al, 2017). () found that child marriage has a destructive impact on girls’ health which in turn is affecting their education, many victims of child marriage are at risk of contracting sexually transmitted diseases, death from childbirth and violence limiting their ability to access education. Adolescent girls are missing out on education due to menstruation as schools in developing countries often lack in supplying sanitary products and disposal facilities for girls to manage their periods hygienically. The lack of information and stigma around menstruation can cause girls to miss out on education to avoid being bullied (Hirani et al, 2016). Sami et al (2014), says that all school students need to learn about menstruation and to understand that it a natural biological process, if health education is delivered in schools adolescents will understand menstruation and not feel ashamed to attend school. 
Statistics presented by Edmond (2017), show that 84 per cent of refugees are living in developing countries, funding in these countries is very limited despite the requirement to accommodate for refugees their budget has not increased with this requirement. Many children living in refugee camps have limited access to education with the quality of education often being of a poor standard with inadequate infrastructure, a shortage of materials and is taught by under-qualified teachers. For children to benefit from an education the quality needs to be of a good standard in a learning environment where they feel safe and able to reach their full potential (Culbertson and Constant, 2015), 

In 2018 the United Nations cut funding for education funding for Syrian refugees affecting 40,000 Syrian refugee children, now only 10,000 Syrian children will receive educational support out of the 55,000 school-aged Syrian refugees (Trew, 2018). With the lack of funding for Syrian refugees the education drop-out rate will increase with limited access to school materials, many children will fall victim to child labour and marriage as a means for financial aid (Berti, 2015). 








Chapter 3. Conclusion and Recommendations 

3.1. Conclusion

This literature review has summarized the existing literature on the effects of the refugee education crisis and what education is available for refugee children after displacement. 
It has explored the importance of education for refugees, the support and provision available for child refugees and the key barriers refugees face when accessing education. Evidence from the reviewed literature found that a quality and equal education has the ability to change young people’s lives who have suffered from the effects of the Syrian conflict and give young people a safe and secure environment where they feel safe to learn and grow and provide refugees with the skillset and knowledge to rebuild a better future. 

3.2. Future Recommendations

To enable all refugees to access their right to an equal and quality education, actions must be taken on a global scale, this section will focus on key recommendations that can address the education crisis if acted upon. 
The first recommendation is to increase funding for refugee education, many countries, specifically host countries of Syria are unable to provide adequate materials in order to supply quality education due to a lack of funding. Host communities are usually developing countries that have a poor economy, an influx of refugees can stretch the economy without any extra funding support to accommodate for the refugees. By increasing the expenditure for refugee education will mean that a better quality of education can be provided as there will be more funding to provide books, pens and to supply high quality teachers or to provide sufficient training for existing teachers. 
The second recommendation is to introduce a whole school approach by creating an inclusive ethos in schools in the UK. An inclusive environment can encourage effective pupil participation, students should be taught about diversity and the issues refugee children face to help them understand their position. Buddy systems in schools would also be helpful for refugee children to build friendships and to feel a part of their school environment. This can encourage more refugees to enrol in education as they will feel more comfortable in an environment where they feel welcomes whilst also building potential life-long friendships.
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