
Kimberley Robinson 1707907, assignment 1, Introducing field work.

A reflective Journal on Archaeology field work.

What will be discussed in this reflective journal is the content of lectures that have been attended in an Introduction to field work for Archaeology and with extensive research, to accompany written notes on lectures.
 1st February 2018, the first lecture of introduction to Field work in Archaeology, there was a feeling of excitement, as It was expected that the class would, start scraping, digging and brushing in the earth Just like real Archaeologists, whilst taking notes in journals, this lecture provided the understanding on how to create a journal that was personal, informative and an essential item of every archaeologist’s tool kit, This source of information gives a personal reflection and evaluation of work carried out on any dig or excavation. After further insight to writing a journal in the field, it has given an awareness of other journals that have been written by Archaeologists. One of these Journals, written by Arthur Evans, was used to provide a primary source of information for a recent assignment which was a descriptive report on a Palace Vase that is on display in the Ashmolean museum. The understanding of the information provided has validated the importance of this primary source, giving a confidence to describe an item with precise documentation of the object.
8th February 2018, A lecture on maps, which included Ordinance survey, soils, Hydrological, and elevation, grid references and the national grid, bench marks, scales, Roddons, place names including the difference between Norse and Anglo-Saxon names. All of which are the foundation of all Archaeologists investigation. These topics were discussed in this lecture, after further conversation with other students it was possible to obtain the information that the lecture provided on one’s absence from this session, With Luck a handout was given for the origins of place names for future reference.
Ordinance survey maps are broken down in squares that are numbered, which are designed to map thoroughly a specific part of land, these might be named as Inventory Surveys, since their purpose is to record everything that can be seen (Carver 2009).  Martin carver states in his book: Archaeological Investigation “early surveys used aerial photography and then checked what they saw by walking on the ground” (2009). As technology advances electronic recording of an area, means that very detailed landscapes can be stored and studied at any scale (Carver2009). Other sources of data than can be accessed are sites and monuments records, these can be conveniently stored on a laptop for direct access to maps, aerial photographs and any publications regarding to a site (Greene 2004). One of the best ways to survey the ground used in conjunction with the relevant tools is to use your eye to explore the area in which you are working (Carver (2009). 
The material provided in the lecture, to give a greater understanding of map referencing, was a map of an area that where circled in red, the class was provided with the grid coordinates to find the selected places. The terminology used for these coordinates are eastings and northings, the suggested strategy to remember this sequence was, “down the corridor and up the stairs”. 
[image: ]
The map above is a sample of the map that was handed out in the lecture
Of equal importance is to determine how high a level of ground is, the level of ground is shown on maps with contour lines, also what was brought to the attention in the lecture was ordinance survey bench marks. On researching this topic further on the website Ordnance Survey Ltd, it is stated that, “Ordnance Survey Bench marks (BMs) are survey marks made by Ordnance Survey to record height above Ordnance Datum. If the exact
[image: See the source image]height of one BM is known, the exact height of the next can be found by measuring the difference in heights, through a process of spirit levelling” (2018). 
The Photograph of a bench Mark (geograph.org)
Other shapes and patterns of the land that can be seen are Roddons which are marks left on the land by dried up river beds, which have been lifted above the level of the adjacent land by deposition of sediment, these can be seen through aerial photography, which is widely used in archaeology from this same method of surveying it is possible to see shadows of Structures, ditches and boundaries from the past (Greene 2004). The Importance of scale has remained a prominent point throughout the course of lectures, including using them to set out grids on the ground using pegs and strings, the grid is then tied into the national grid.  the scale of this is usually 1:20. When drawing plans of burials and skeletons a scale of 1:10 is used. At this point with the information that has been given. It has been made clear that a scale must be present on any drawing or plan that needs to be completed for evidence in the field.
15th February. What was understood from this lecture was to how to go about setting out a right-angled trench, a right-angled trench is common practice for Archaeologists.  whilst digging any trench or setting out any grid, the important method is to have an anchor point to measure off, created on simple geometry, a right angle can be formed by making the tapes work together as a triangle with sides of exactly 3, 4 and 5 metres (bajr.org). as show below in the diagram.
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Diagram showing the correct method to measure a trench (bajr.org).



 If your measurements are precise from the first measurement, it is possible to create a trench of any size using this Table as a guide as shown below.
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The lecture continued. The object of the exercise was to draw the building that the lectures took place from the outside, the first part of the lesson, was a demonstration of distance. The student had to guess a the length of a part of road stemming from one side of the campus to the other, Lecturer Martin Bates proceeded to demonstrate how to measure a distance with a stride which was said to be a meter, martin is about 7ft!, this measurement can be used to measure the size of the building that was to be drawn to scale, students were paired up and where given points of importance to aid with our drawing such as setting the Picture to as close to north as possible and to use a scale of size on the graph paper provided, After a hour of sketching and striding about like German soldiers in the dank air of February the task was completed, what was learnt from this exercise is that drawing to scale and detail is very challenging because of the environment that you could be working in come rain or shine.
22nd February 2018, this lecture was about grave yard surveys, it discussed the detail in which graves are identified by a grave stone and what we can interpret from that, the grave stone is a document which gives information of gender, social community, relationships, age and sometimes social identity. Even the fabric of the tomb stone can tell you about wealth and value, the types of grave can give an indication of age. By completing a grave yard survey report, you can gather a lot of information about a town.
8th March 2018. Dumpy Level and dowsing is the topic of this lecture, again it was necessary to research this lecture because of absence. Once you have gained a fixed point to a know height (bench mark) or a height that is guaranteed to be true, and connected to OS datum you can start, once you have set up the dumpy level, by screwing the instrument focus on to the supports, once this is done you need to make sure the bubble is in the correct place to confirm the machine is level, you have look through the eyepiece, and focus the device onto a Telescopic measuring Staff, this is a measure that Archaeologist’s use for this job. It is very important to make sure that measuring staff is standing vertical. Where the two lines show looking through the eye piece, read off the numbers in between those lines. On the measuring staff, each ‘block’ signifies 1 cm. Each E signifies 5 cm, each 10 cm section alternates back and forth (bajr.org). position the staff in the points in which have put on a plan or string line taking readings from those positions. Knowing the what the bench mark is set at, measurements can be taken of the site, these are call foresight levels. Once you have taken readings of all the points which are needed, the next step is to find out the height of the dumpy level, and subtract the staff reading, to leave the height of the level of ground (bajr.org). Those figures then will be used to, put onto a graph paper and transfer that information to show the level of ground. This exercise was completed in the lecture room in the following lecture.
[bookmark: _GoBack]15th March 2018, the lecture started with all the students being handed out graph paper to incorporate the figures into the graph from the previous weeks, dumpy level and dowsing practical workshop. It was necessary to obtain these numbers from a student who did attend the relevant lecture of the previous week. These figures were then put into a chart, making points along the page within the graph. After successfully completing that task after much frustration, it was possible to join the points and see the shape of the land take place. What was learnt from this lecture was with perseverance and patience it is possible to get a correct, result. After the class had completed this exercise the lesson was taken outside.  To draw a part of the outside space in the grounds of the university, using graph paper again the student had to draw a plan, with the use of hashers. What was taught about hashers are lines mainly with arrows that show a level of ground on a bird’s eye view of a map, the closer the hasher is to another the steeper the incline of that part of grounds is, and if the hashers are far apart the ground is more level. This exercise was completed as quickly as possible as it was cold outside. Even the lecturers didn’t bother to stand around!
22nd March 2018, this was the most enjoyable week in the series of lectures for This module, the student was split up into groups of three, the exercise was to learn how to measure a dead body. One of the students had to play dead while the other three, oversaw a clip board pencil, graph paper and three tape measures. One tape measure was rolled out down the side of the person laying down on the floor, whilst another shorter tape was but all where the feet sat. the idea was to measure off the body onto the tape measure by reading out the measurements to the other students, the first measurement that you read off was down the side of the body, when then by measuring off the person then on to the tape line and that measurement was called out. These reading where put onto the graph paper to then after joining up the dots would give an outline of a body laying in a rectangle, as usual with any drawing exercise we were told to use a scale, which was 1:10, put where north was, date, name and site code.
In conclusion, to write a full informative Journal on lectures of the chosen module, you need to be taking notes and details like Dates times and attending lectures at every opportunity. But on reflection on what lectures wasn’t missed and the research that was carried out to complete this task, the feeling is a lot has been learnt, but confidence would come from constant practical work also. An important point to remember also is to invest in a camera or android phone to be able to take photographs to give a more complete picture of events.
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Trench Diagonals

Am | 2m | 3m | 4m | 5m | 6m | 7m | 8m | 9m |10m [20m

Am | 141 | 224 | 316 | 412 | 510 | 608 | 7.07 | 806 | 9.06 | 10.05 | 20.02

2m | 224 | 283 | 361 | 447 | 539 | 632 | 728 | 825 | 922 | 1020 | 20.10
3m | 316 | 361 | 424 | 500 | 583 | 671 | 7.62 | 854 | 949 | 1044 | 2022
4m | 412 | 447 | 500 | 566 | 640 | 721 | 806 | 894 | 985 | 1077 | 2280

5m | 510 | 539 | 583 | 640 | 7.07 | 7.81 | 860 | 943 | 10.30 | 1118 | 2062

6m | 608 | 632 | 671 | 608 | 7.81 | 849 | 922 | 10.00 | 10.82 | 1166 | 2088

Tm | 707 | 728 | 762 | 806 | 860 | 922 | 990 | 1063 | 1140 | 1221 | 2119

8m | 806 | 825 | 854 | 894 | 9.43 | 1000 | 10.63 | 11.31 | 1204 | 1281 | 2154

Om | 005 | 922 | 949 | 985 1030 | 10.82 | 11.40 | 1204 | 1273 | 1365 | 2193

10m | 1005 | 1020 | 10.44 | 10.77 | 1148 | 11.66 | 1221 | 1281 | 13.45 | 1404 | 2236

20m | 2002 | 2010 | 2022 | 2040 2062 | 20.88 | 21.19 | 2154 | 21.93 | 22.36 | 2828





