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This assignment will review and examine the Environmental Act 2021 (Environment Act 2021). This new piece of legislation came into effect in November 2021. In addition, it will outline the key objectives that this piece of legislation addresses including areas such as; water quality, how to tackle waste, improve biodiversity, along with other important environmental improvements, and how it plans to achieve these aims. The assignment will also look at how effective this new Act is so far, and how it is being welcomed by different groups and organisations. 
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The Environment Act 2021 is a new piece of legislation created to help and improve some key environmental issues within the UK (Reid, 2022). The legislative document, which contains more than 260 pages has been a long time in the making. The draft copy containing the provisions of the Act went through a thorough review at the beginning of 2019. The purpose of the Environmental Act 2021 is to address key environmental matters since the UK has left the European Union (Reid 2022). 

It is believed that the Environment Act 2021 is an inspirational and momentous piece of legislation, which has high expectations from some. In the future, we may look back and consider November 2021 as an important milestone in time as this was when the new Bill was passed into law. It is believed that this will be when the UK will start to turn the tide regarding addressing the current climate issues (Natural England, 2021). 
 
The Environment Act 2021 has not been fully welcomed by all. McDaid (2022) questions how effective the new piece of legislation is going to be by stating; “the Environment Act does not live up to its promise of being a "world leading" piece of legislation.” (McDaid, 2022). Furthermore, McDaid goes on to say that the government must uphold its promise for nature, and that it needs to do everything in its power to tackle the climate and nature crisis (McDaid, 2022). 
 
[bookmark: _Toc121733866]Water Quality 
 
One of the main targets of the new Environmental Act is to improve water quality by tackling pollution within the rivers throughout the UK. For example, rivers within England must achieve Good Ecological Status for at least 75% of its water bodies by 2027 (Department for Environmental Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) (2022a).  DEFRA (2022b) outlines the new requirements that local authorities must now abide by regarding water quality. The local authorities must now carry out wastewater management plans, along with changes to land drainage, to help reduce the amount of untreated sewage that finds its way into rivers every year. 
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Air quality is another key issue that the Environment Act aims to address. The Local Government Association (LGA) (2022), where it states that the act will help companies/ local authorities to govern air quality, to achieve a PM2.5 air quality target. In addition, the publication goes on to explain how the old policy that enforced air quality was out of date, and inadequate. The new Act will strengthen and simplify the Local Air Quality Management framework (LAQM). Furthermore, it states in a government document from the Department for Transport (2022), that clean air zones will be put into place across road networks in England, to help drive down air pollution from motor vehicles. Another way that DEFRA (2022c), plans to reduce air pollution is by raising awareness about how poor-quality air can affect people's health, some of this is done through several social media platforms. Along with informing relevant charities when a raise in air pollution is forecasted, some of these charities include British Lung Foundation Partnership, British Heart Foundation, and Asthma UK to name a few. This is done so that these charities can inform people that are vulnerable to the effects of air pollution. 
 
The Environment Act 2021 contains the requirements for a product recall of any mechanically propelled vehicle, along with engines for transportable machinery, that are deemed to have a negative impact on the environment. Whether that be unsatisfactory emissions, excessive noise, vibration, and noise, the manufacturer can issue a recall on the product (Abrahams, 2021). 
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As stated by the Environment Agency (2022), waste crime in England continues to be a massive problem. It is estimated to cost the economy around £924 million every year due to around 34 million tonnes of waste being managed illegally. 
 
Culver (2022) explains that digital waste tracking is one of the methods introduced by the Environmental Act to help tackle waste crime. This is done by using universal electronic waste tracking, in conjunction with paperwork that records and monitors where the waste goes, along with what type of waste it is, for example, hazardous waste. This monitoring aims to help push the UK towards a more circular economy. 
 
The new legislation introduces a waste/ recycling deposit scheme in Wales, England, and Northern Ireland. The scheme works when a consumer, for example, buys a plastic drinks bottle, the drinks bottle would have a deposit charge incorporated into the price. When the consumer has finished with the plastic bottle, they would simply return the empty bottle to a store and receive the deposit charge back (The Compliance People, 2021). Furthermore, the Guardian reported on the  24th March 2021, that the deposit scheme would not come into effect for Wales, England, and Northern Ireland until 2024. This date is six years after the government announced this incredibly important scheme that would help tackle plastic pollution in the oceans (Laville, 2021). It could be suggested that a six-year implementation period is far too long, and that more effort should have been made to fulfil sooner. 
 
The introduction of single-use items in Wales, England, and Northern Ireland is another waste-tackling scheme introduced by the new legislation. This is where sellers could introduce a charge for single-use items when purchased by the consumer (The Compliance People, 2021). 
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The legislation introduces the concept of Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) (Planning Advisory Service, 2022). The main aim of BNG is to simply improve the natural environment, by enhancing existing habitats along with creating new ones. This can be accomplished either off-site, on-site or through a mix of off-site and on-site measures. In addition, under the new Environment Act, which outlines strict planning requirements, all newly built homes must include a BNG of 10% within the plans (Nicole, 2022). Additionally, it states that all of the 10% BNG that is required, must be overseen, and maintained for a minimum of 30 years (Natural England, 2022). Figure i below depicts how BNG is achieved. 
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Figure i - Biodiversity Net Gain 1 (Greater Manchester, 2021)
 
Simpson & Broadbent (2022), describes the introduction of conservation covenants in England as a part of the new legislation to improve biodiversity. Conservation covenants involve a mutual agreement between a landowner and a responsible body, for example, a local authority or a non-governmental organisation (NGO). Examples of these agreements could be to reduce the use of pesticides in a certain area, or to maintain a woodland to improve biodiversity. 
 
[bookmark: _Toc121733870]Other Environment Improvements 
 
The Environment Act 2021 aims to deal with the management of chemicals within the UK. The act allows the secretary of state to amend and adjust the REACH Enforcement Regulations (Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals Regulations 2008), which allows the UK to govern the use of chemicals following its separation from the EU (Salvidge, Colley & McGlone, 2021).

The Guardian reported on 28th October 2022, that the government failed to produce biodiversity and clean water targets by the date set, which meant that the government had breached the new Environment Act. This breach was viewed as embarrassing, as these targets would have been included in the UK’s discussion with the other countries at the 27th Conference of the Parties of the UNFCCC (COP27). The article states that a new date for the targets to be released had not been provided at that time (Horton, 2022). In addition, the government plans to scrap existing EU laws, that protect some of the UK’s important natural spaces. These plans have not been welcomed by several environmental groups, which include the likes of National Trust, RSPB, and Wildlife Trust. These predicted changes had been described as an “attack on nature” (Walpole, 2022). 
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It could be argued that the Environment Act 2021 is a big step forward for the UK to tackle numerous current global climate issues. Although, it is evident to see that a lot of the sources of information gathered, have been English-based and refer to how the Environment Act 2021 will be used throughout England, as discussed above. This could suggest that the new legislation does not necessarily apply to the whole of the UK, which could jeopardise the effectiveness of this legislation. It is also evident that the government has been insufficiently prepared for the new act, as they have failed to meet the targets set out. This failure could have lasting impacts on the environment.  
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