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Section A–Initial development of the Project Proposal: My Title, Aim and Objectives 

	Student Name
	Jennifer Oluwakemi Laguda 

	Main areas of interest
	Incidences of stigma meted on children living with disabilities. How stigma in children with learning disabilities could be prevented to avoid negative implications on their mental health.

	The main thing I want to get out of this module is
	To learn and conduct independent research on patterns of stigma on children with learning disabilities and propose remedial actions

	Initial title of project
	The stigma on children with learning disabilities and the effects on their mental health

	Initial aim of project
	Investigating the experiences of children with disabilities regarding stigma and effects on mental health in the UK

	Objective 1
	To examine how children with learning disabilities respond to stigma

	Objective 2
	To analyze how existing national policies in the UK protect the rights of children with learning disabilities

	Objective 3
	To evaluate how stigmatization of children with learning disabilities contributes to the deterioration of mental health

	Objective 4
	To provide recommendations for improvement and protection of the rights of children with learning disabilities 

	What resources or people will I need?
	Interviewing parents, teachers, social workers, and guardians caring for these children

	What am I most confident about?
	The chosen topic is relevant to all stakeholders in the UK. The findings will contribute to policymaking.

	What am I most nervous about?
	I am nervous about the entire research process because it is my first time undertaking empirical and objective research. 


Section B-Main Project Proposal

Project title: The stigma on children with learning disabilities and the effects on their mental health
a) Aim: Seeks to explore the experiences of children with learning disabilities regarding stigma reflected in adverse mental health in the UK
b) Objectives:
i. To examine how children with learning disabilities respond to stigma.
ii. To analyze how national UK policies protect the rights of children with learning disabilities.
iii. To evaluate how the stigmatization of children with learning disabilities contributes to their mental health deterioration.
iv. To provide recommendations for improvement and the protection of the rights of children with learning disabilities
c) Background:
According to Ford et al. (2018), disability is a concept that is not quantifiable and precise, as it differs from context. Disability is not entirely a physical or inherited attribute but a result of interaction with the physical and social environment. Nonetheless, Pitchforth et al. (2019) contend that disability among children in the UK has become a health problem. In the UK, 353,000 children have learning disabilities (McKenzie et al., 2022). They face extensive bottlenecks, including stigma in accessing education-related services (Hagarty and Morgan, 2020). These children are subjected to stigmatization that adversely affects their mental health. 
d) Methods:
The study will adopt qualitative research methodology to address the objectives. Qualitative research is ideal because it allows researchers to explore participants’ lived experiences (Busetto et al., 2020). Data will be collected using semi-structured interviews. Purposive sampling will be used. Purpose sampling is appropriate because it permits the selection of participants with in-depth information (Hennink et al., 2020). Respondents will sign a consent form. Transferability, trustworthiness, dependability, and conformability will be observed. Data will be analyzed thematically. 
e) Resources:
The researcher will need to complete an ethical form from the university. Data will be taken from books and journals. Adequate time is needed to complete major tasks relating to preparing and collecting data. 
f) Timescale:
	Date 
	Task

	July 1-12

July 20-August 10

August 17-September 15

September 30

October 1-30

November 2-15

November 20-30

December 2

December 10

December 17

December 27
	Draft proposal development

Draft Literature Review

Draft Methodology Chapter

Submitting the draft Methodology Chapter

Data collection

Drafting the findings Chapter 

Draft Discussion Chapter

Submitting the draft of Discussion Chapter

Drafting the Conclusion Chapter

Submitting full Draft

Amendments to Draft and submission
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