Fredrick Douglass – Archives Exercise
In preparation for my assignment, I have chosen to compile research relating to Frederick Douglass. I have sourced three different items from various archives: a photograph, legislation and a newspaper. 
Archive One: The Fugitive Slaves Act
Reference: Washington, DC, The National Archives, NAID 44272943, An Act Respecting Escapees from Justice and Persons Escaping from the Service of their Masters, 1793 <https://catalog.archives.gov/id/44272943> [accessed 23 October 2024].
This document, produced 25 years before Douglass’ birth, contains legislation which permitted slave-owners and their agents to search for escaped slaves in free states. This is pertinent context when considering Fredrick Douglass’ life and experiences as an escaped slave in New York and later New Bedford, Massachusetts. Douglass escaped slavery in 1838 and spent the next few decades of his life working as an abolitionist writer, speaker and activist whilst simultaneously worried that his fame and notoriety would make him an easy target for slave catchers. This source provides an insight into the general attitudes towards escaped slaves at the time, as well as important contextual information relating to the dangers Douglass faced – and defied – by publishing his writings. 
Archive Two: The North Star
Reference: The North Star, 3 December 1847 <https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn84026365/1847-12-03/ed-1/?sp=2&q=paper+prospects&r=-1.149,-0.241,3.297,1.288,0&r=-0.874,-0.093,2.748,1.074,0> [accessed 23 October 2024]
After the publication of his autobiography in 1845, Douglass embarked on a lecture tour in England until he returned to the USA in 1847. He launched the newspaper The North Star that same year: he used this paper to talk freely about his abolitionist ideology. The paper ran from 1847 to 1863, and this particular source is from the very first publication of The North Star. Within this publication, Douglass includes various writings, all of which serving different purposes; an open letter to Henry Clay, a re-publication of free papers, and various other writings that evidence Douglass’ desire to bring the abolitionist movement to the forefront. As a primary source, this newspaper is invaluable. 
Archive Three: Image of Fredrick Douglass
Reference: Washington DC, The National Archives, NAID 558770, Frederick Douglass, 1879 <https://catalog.archives.gov/id/558770> [accessed 23 October 2024]
This image was taken two years before Douglass published his third and final autobiography entitled ‘Life and Times of Frederick Douglass’. He would live another sixteen years. There is a certain high-class air to this image - perhaps due to the fact that his various published works and government roles provided him and his family with a substantial income in the later years of his life.



