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Student Biography Project: Ronald Alexander Llewellyn Gallen


	 Ronald Alexander Llewellyn Gallen was born February 25, 1894, in Bettws-y-

Coed, Carnarvonshire  the only child of Edward Alexander and Mary Valerie Gallen. 1

Edward Gallen was a gamekeeper originally from Morayshire Scotland, while Mary was 

a local artist from Denbigh Shire. Mr. Gallen grew up in Dylan Cottage , in rural North 2

Wales with his parents before attending Ruthin Grammar School as a boarder . At the 3

age of 18, in January 1913, Mr. Gallen began attending St. David’s College . Although 4

at the time St. David’s was primarily an ecclesiastical college Mr. Gallen preferred the 

hard sciences and chose to study mathematics. During his two years  at St. David’s Mr. 5

Gallen took two exams, receiving Third Class in the June Exams of 1913 for Special 

Mathematics  and again in 1914 for Moderations Honours Mathematics.
6

	  For the entirety of his time in Lampeter Mr. Gallen never drank  but, he did enjoy 7

playing an active role in campus life with the Missionary Society, serving as a 

committee member for the C. E. M. S.  in 1915 . Surprisingly it does not appear that 8

Mr. Gallen was a member of the temperance league during his time on campus.  He 

does not appear to have travelled much during the school terms as it was uncommon 
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for him to miss a meal.  Mr. Gallen distinguished himself not only as a member of the 9

christian missionary society, he was also an avid sportsman. As evidenced by his 

having received a commendation in the school magazine in 1914 for his performance 

as a member of the Cricket team. Later on that same year he also received his colours 

in hockey  and placed second in the Mile Handicap race.
10

	 When war broke out Mr. Gallen travelled north to Llandudno, where excess 

volunteers for the Royal Welsh Fusiliers 13th Battalion were formed into the 16th 

Battalion . The Royal Welsh Fusiliers 16th Battalion became part of the 113 Brigade, 11

38th (Welsh) Division on April 28, 1915. After being renamed the Brigade moved to 

Winchester for training in August, and were officially deployed in December of 1915 . 12

Private Gallen’s Battalion spent the winter in the trenches of France, holding the line 

near Cuinchy, and after his death went on to take heavy losses at the Somme. On April 

10, 1916 the 16th sent a small group of machine gunners to the front as support while 

the rest of the battalion was in reserve. Private Gallen was part of this small group and 

was killed by sniper fire at the age of 21 . His final resting place is in Guards Cemetery, 13

Windy Corner, Cuinchy, France. For his service Ronald Gallen received 3 medals, the 
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Victory Medal, the British War Medal and the Star Medal . The following is the epitaph 14

written by Mr. Gallen’s father and is inscribed on his headstone in France. 
15

SWIFT AS AN ARROW

LIGHT AS A SWALLOW

SO MAY WE FIND YOU

BOY, WHEN WE FOLLOW


Mr. Gallen’s name appears on the memorial plaque in the University of Wales Trinity St. David, 

Lampeter campus chapel,  but does not appear to exist on any other memorial plaque in 16

Wales. His life was brief, but he was an undoubtably a brave man in the short time he served 

on the front.  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