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Dissertation Proposal: What are the main reasons for British Muslim women being advocates for wearing the veil (Hijab)?

In my dissertation, I aim to understand the different reasons why British Muslim women wear the veil as a public symbol of their Muslim identity. The reason I have decided to research the veil is because it is a highly misunderstood and often misrepresented topic by the British public which has contributed to the issue of negative stereotypes and an increase of Islamophobia. As a result, the notion of the veil in the media is presented in a very contradictory way. On the one hand it is viewed as the epitome of patriarchal oppression, therefore we are programmed to believe that we must protect Muslim women because they are stereotyped as being forced to wear such garments. However, on the other hand the discourse suggests that they are a threat to society and their garments are seen to provoke other people because they are proselytising their beliefs by dressing in this way. Also, there is a perception of the veil as having connotations with terrorism and therefore threatens British values of public order and secularism. So, the rationale behind the way the British public view the veil is entirely contradictory, and I aim to break down these notions that are almost embedded in British culture and mentality. To elaborate, I feel this mentality is due to people not understanding the veil, and as a result fearing what they see as ‘the other’. Women who decide to wear the veil for spiritual, cultural or feminist reasons often bear the brunt of racism, discrimination, racial epithets and violence. Therefore, I feel my dissertation is important today as it hopes to establish a clear reasoning behind the social and familial factors that affect a British Muslim woman’s decision to wear the veil, therefore allowing for a better understanding of the other.
I aim to answer the question by analysing the three major reasons behind Muslim women choosing to wear the veil or being advocates for the veil. Firstly, I aim to understand the spiritual reasons behind wearing the veil and why it is seen by many Muslims to bring them closer to God. In this chapter it is important that I engage with passages from the Quran as my main primary source to truly understand the spiritual aspect behind wearing the veil or being advocates for the veil. In my second chapter I aim to understand the cultural reasons behind why British Muslim women choose to wear the veil, despite the political statement that wearing the veil could potentially convey to the British public. I aim to understad what it means to be a British Muslim today and how wearing the veil essentially reflects their cultural origins. Lastly I am going to explore the feminist stance towards the veil. When understanding an Islamic feminist perspective of being advocates for the veil, it is vital in my research that I engage with much Islamic feminist scholarship. Throughout these three main chapters I hope to engage with the views of Muslim women and make sure their voice is heard and prominent throughout my dissertation. 
The methodological perspective I am going to apply in my dissertation is mostly based upon reading a combination of recent qualitative and quantitative research. Documentary analysis is key to my enquiries, meaning the largest quantity of my research in this field will be field based on books, articles and newspapers. I will also use documentaries, recent interviews focused on why Muslim women wear the veil which will help me understand the diversity and struggles of British Muslim women who choose to wear Islamic garments. To explore Islamic feminism I will be utilising blogs and podcasts made by Muslim women. By using such means of research analysis I hope to gain qualitative information about people’s feelings, experiences and opinions in much more depth. 
 My dissertation is mainly going to expand upon influential scholarly writings in the field such as the writings of Leila Ahmed, Amina Wadud, Fatima Mernissi and others. However some other important books that influenced my chapter ideas was firstly the book Men in Charge.[footnoteRef:1] It was an informative read that helped me build on my knowledge and arrive at a clearer understanding of what key themes to include in my chapter about the Islamic feminist stance as it provided groundwork to ideas I want to build upon in my dissertation. Another piece of literature that impacted much of my research and development of understanding why Muslim women choose to wear the veil (Hijab) was the work of Sariya Contractor especially in her book Muslim Women in Britain: de-mystifying the Muslimah. [footnoteRef:2]The book gave a voice to British Muslim women, which was a key theme repeated throughout, and she centres the majority of her focus wholly from a British Muslim woman’s mind-set which caters very well to my dissertation aims. Also, I found the sections in her book where she discusses and addresses her own story of being an Islamic convert and how that led her to wear the Hijab was particularly relevant to my dissertation as it helped me expand on research as to why some Muslim women choose to physically identify themselves so boldly due to spiritual aspects when others choose not to. Another book that focuses on the veil in a lot of historical depth is the book Veil: Modesty, privacy and resistance. [footnoteRef:3] The book is a very factual read and the Quran is referred to continuously throughout this book which I found particularly helpful when understanding and interpreting the foundation of the veil in the Quran and why it’s spiritually important to Muslim women.  With the guidance of such books, articles, newspapers, documentaries and podcasts mentioned above and in my bibliography I hope to expand on my ideas and write a detailed annalysis about my three main responses of Muslim women being advocates for the veil in Britain today.   [1:  Mir-Hosseini Z, Al-Sharmani M, Rumminger J. Men in charge? Rethinking authority in Muslim legal tradition. (London: Oneworld publications, 2015).]  [2:  Contractor Sariya. Muslim women in Britain de-mystifying the Muslimah. (London and New York: Routledge, 2012).]  [3:  El Guindi, Fadwa. Veil: Modesty, privacy and resistance. (Bloomsbury academic: 1999). ] 
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