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The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) in an agreement internationally stating the rights of a child. This includes such factors such as civil, economic, cultural, and social rights, regardless of a child's race, ability, or religion. 
This paper aims to provide practitioners with information adhering to the 54 articles, in relation to support a young child which has been removed from a domestically violent situation and dealing with parental separation alongside this. In 2011 Wales became the first country in the UK to make the UNCRC part of its domestic law. 


Article 12- Every child has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all matters affecting them, and to have their views considered and taken seriously. (Unicef)
· The Foundation Phase (2015), encourages children to use their imaginations, which predominantly presses a child to give their thoughts and views on a subject, this also ties in with The Children's Act 1989, which places a child's wishes and feelings at the top of the welfare checklist. (Head 1998).
· Working together inline to safeguard children (2015), states that ‘every assessment on a child must be informed by the views of a child as well as the family’. Again, linking back to The Children’s Act 1989. 
· The voice of the child is also incorporated not only for the safety and wellbeing but for a child’s learning journey also. The foundation phase framework guidance suggests getting to know a child’s thoughts as a practitioner to enable them to express their views through appropriate media, for example, in ways such as drawing pictures of happy days, a sad day, who lives in your home, what would make it better? This will enable a practitioner to develop a better understanding of what the child’s thoughts and views are on a situation. 
· Reggio Emilia approach in the classroom, looks into a child being inquisitive and curious about the world. Giving them an open chance to speak freely of their views and opinions.
Article 9-Children whose parents have separated have the right to stay in contact with both parents, unless this could cause them harm. (Unicef)
· A Right Way: A Children’s Rights Approach in Wales. This is currently on going in Wales to focus on the UNCRC articles, making it easier for practitioners to be consistent with these duties of care as a practitioner. This framework helps when children's voices could be lost. (Children's Commissioner for Wales). 
· S.T.A.R: Safety, Trust and Respect is a programme which support children who have has witnessed domestic abuse, and establishes a programme to help a child come to terms with the separation and enabling them to overcome the fact the separation isn’t their fault and the separation was in the child's best interests. This would suit child A, by turning a negative into a positive.
· Safeguarding: Under Section 21 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, the local authority has a statutory duty to assess the needs of a child if they appear to need additional support to that provided by their family. (NSPCC 2019). Practitioners must ensure that while the child’s voice is heard they must follow safeguarding measures are in place, ensuring the correct contacts details for residential parents.
 

Article 19- Protection from violence, abuse and neglect by their parents or anyone else who looks after them. In order for article 19 to be fully fulfilled, other articles must also stand alongside for article 19 to be used efficiently. (Unicef 2019)
· The NSPCC work to strengthen the rights of children in Wales. (NSPCC 2019). The NSPCC are currently undergoing a framework which provides support to children who have been exposed to domestic violence, like said child. The NSPCC have programmes and services in place to help children overcome the trauma and wish for a new ‘healthy relationship curriculum’ to be introduced in schools in Wales. Programmes are also available to parents to help support their children, and also themselves if needed.   
· When implementing this right to children of the foundation phase stage, the Children's Commissioner for Wales 2019 provides resources and lesson plans for a child to understand between needs and wants. For example wanting a new bag for school because they like it, or needing it because the old one is broken.
· Meic, is a service which is ran in wales for children and young adults up to the age of 25, to give advice. This is a confidential service and ties in with the Data Protection Act 2018, which vows to keep information private, unless they believe someone could be at harm or in danger. 
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Article 31- Every child has the right to relax, play, and take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities. (Unicef 2019)
· Play Wales- Wales is the first nation in the UK, to legislate on play, Griffiths (2019) believes 'Play is a vital part of a child’s upbringing and development which benefits their health, happiness and wellbeing’. Play Wales, have provided a right to play workshop, designed for practitioners, which includes a plan and promotions on this right for children. 
· Foundation Phase- Foundation phase framework insists that children have the opportunity to use indoor and outdoor learning space, experience art, craft, design and music from the welsh culture and other cultures and to use a wide range of resources. (Welsh Government 2015)
· Every Child Matters Framework- The welsh government, have opened up Sure Start Schemes in Wales in disadvantaged areas as this will play a key roll in supporting groups who are at risk. 


To conclude, The Foundation Framework 2015, seems to be the most relatable programme in wales, to implement children’s rights. Making it clear from the outset that the voice of the child and its safety is paramount and key to a healthy, progressive lifestyle. In relation to this case study practitioners must plan efficiently to meet the needs of every child but following the national framework and legislations. The Children’s Act 1989 and Data Protection Act 2015, being taken into account at all times. The importance of the UNCRC articles ensures that governments, practitioners and parents must all work together so children can enjoy their rights. 
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