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AIM(S)
· To introduce students to the nature of primarily modern drama and to develop their ability to engage with it both creatively and analytically.   

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:

· Demonstrate practical competence in some of the basic elements of writing for performance.
· Exhibit an ability to reflect both critically and constructively on writing for performance.
· Deploy a basic understanding of the difference, in terms of writing practice, between screenplays and stage plays.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· The development of an understanding of writing for dramatic performance.
· The examination of the construction and writing of modern scripts by reading and discussing selections from the work of representative modern playwrights. 
· Practical and reflective exercises in dramatic writing with a view to developing the student’s own writing skills and understanding of theatrical practice. 
· The development of students understanding of work-shop practice.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	48
	24

	Independent learning
	152
	76

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%










ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1

	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Portfolio 
	2,000 words  
	50%




Assessment Component 2

	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Extended Creative Assignment 
	2,000 words
	50%
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Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%




READING LIST

	Module Code
	HPEN4005

	Module Title
	Reading and Writing Drama

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Bennett, A. Talking Heads London: BBC Consumer Publishing Books, 1998.
	☐

	Essential
	Churchill, C., The Skriker London: Nick Hern Books, 1994.
	☐

	Essential
	Gooch, S. Writing a Play Writing Handbook  London: A & C Black, 2001.
	☐

	Further
	Birkett, J. Word Power:  A Guide to Creative Writing. 2nd ed.  London: A&C Black, 1993.
	☐

	Further
	Catron, L. E. The Elements of Playwriting.  New York: Macmillan, 1993.
	☐

	Further
	Cole, T. ed., Playwrights On Playwrighting.  London: Hill and Wang 1982.
	☐

	Further
	Davis, R. Writing Dialogue for Scripts. London: A & C Black, 1998.
	☐

	Further
	Dipple, E. Plot. London: Methuen, 1970.
	☐

	Further
	Griffiths, S. How Plays are Made. Oxford: Heinemann, 1982.
	☐

	Further
	Heffron, J. The Writer's Idea Book. Cincinnati, OH: Writer's Digest Books, 2002. 
	☐



