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This book is a monograph, which means it is a detailed analysis of one particular group. This book was first published in 1983 (reprinted 1984,1989 & 1992). It was the first monograph monograph to be published on Gypsies in Britain (Cambridge University Press).
[bookmark: _Hlk506987836]Okely undertook extensive fieldwork between 1970 and 1976 with 73 Traveller-Gypsy families.  Her method of approach was participant observation.  According to Okely “participant observation in the work process had its instrumental rewards for greater acceptance” (Okely,1992:45).  This helped her gain acceptance in a community often fearful of outsiders.  In fact, Okely recognised the benefits of appearing independent of people in positions of perceived authority to the Traveller-Gypsies.  “I explained I was a student wanting to know more about the traveller’s way of life” (Okely,1992:41).  This allowed her to be able to observe without the Traveller-Gypsies fearing her motives or loyalties were in observance with the wider “Gorgio” community (Gorgio is term given by Traveller-Gypsies to non-Traveller-Gypsies).  Okely’s interaction with the Traveller-Gypsies allowed her to observe first hand issues that directly affect the travelling community which are imposed or governed by other non-Traveller-Gypsies.  The book has many examples of first hand anecdotes / stories from the Traveller-Gypsies which helps build a balanced picture of their lives.  I believe Okely has also written about Traveller-Gypsy customs/rituals/practices in a subjective manner as opposed to the often objective stance taken by the Local Authorities / Police / Media and Department for Education when dealing with this community.
Okely argues in her book that even though the Traveller-Gypsies appear to live independently of the “Gorgio” society, and have very differing belief structures, they (Traveller-Gypsies) cannot live independent of the  wider Gorgio society, as they are wholly dependant on making a living from the Gorgio.  Traveller-Gypsies are almost exclusively self-employed and make their money undertaking trades used by the Gorgia, such as Tarmacking / Fortune telling / scrap metal and antique dealing. Okely states “the Travellers are one of the few groups who have remained independent of one of its fundamental features: wage labour” (Okely,1992:53). It is noted among the Traveller-Gypsy community how wage labour inhibits their travelling capabilities.  The Traveller-Gypsy is not envious of the stability that wider society affords to wage labour.  In fact, Okely observed first hand this contempt “there is not much to a gorgio’s life; working Monday to Friday from the same time in the morning to the same time in the evening.  Then the man gets drunk on Saturday and he has sex with his wife once a week; that night, and a lay in on Sunday. After all those years on the job, the mans given a gold watch at the end of it all (Okely,1992:53). 
The Traveller-Gypsies is written using first-hand accounts of Traveller-Gypsy customs and rituals maintained in Britain today by this private community.  Another factor of the Traveller-Gypsies is that they are a community where the majority remain illiterate by choice.  Okely’s book documents the Traveller-Gypsy way of life, thus ensuring this communities history is not just maintained orally, as has traditionally been the case. 
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