Research Methodology
The previous chapter analyses the research already conducted on the topic of how the media influences the publics perceptions of the police, however, gaps were identified surrounding this topic as stated in the conclusion of that chapter. As a result, primary research will be carried out, in order to conclude an answer to the research question. According to Lowe and Zemliansky (2011), primary research is personally collected information and data and not based on research already conducted. Primary research can be carried out in many different ways. This study will adopt the quantitative approach and surveys will be utilised to gather information on the topic.  
The research Onion by Saunders et al (2016) has been implemented by the researcher to facilitate the best research method for this topic. Figure 1.1 shows the research onion, which is designed to create the best approach for the research by deciding on each level of the onion, starting from the outer layer, and moving in. The methods taken in for this research have been outlined in the diagram. 
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Figure 1:1

Philosophies	
As noted in this diagram there are many different philosophies surrounding research, but the one best suited for this topic is the interpretive philosophy. Saunders et al (2019) states that Interpretivist research creates greater understanding of social opinions and interpretations. This research is looking for the opinions of the public, from all different walks of life, on how they perceive the media reports, on police misconduct. This requires research to be carried out with all different types of individuals, from different ethnic backgrounds and age groups, from those that have had regular contact with the police to those who have had none. The challenge with this type of research is that the researcher would need to understand that different groups of individuals would have different views to another group and therefore needs to remain empathetic (Saunders et al, 2019). 
Approaches and strategies
The research will consist of online surveys shared through different platforms with the aim of having as many respondents as possible. The surveys will contain 10-15 multiple choice questions. This is a short survey to ensure the participants stay alert and maximise retention. Surveys are perceived to be the most effective method of retrieving quantifiable information from different groups of people and are beneficial, as they are guaranteed to have no influence from the researcher (McNeill and Chapman, 2005).  This study will not be including any other strategies for the research and therefore this is a mono-method due to the lack of time and resource to enable to the researcher to conduct research via other means. 
Time Horizon and data collection
The research is going to be conducted within a limited time frame of approximately three weeks, hence why a cross-sectional approach needs to be taken. As a result of the limited time frame, the research surveys will be conducted online in the form of a link. This will be sent to various platforms, which, will enable the researcher to view responses as and when they are provided. This is a quick and simple method for both the researcher and the participant and would hopefully be a more appealing technique.
Data Analysis
This study will be reviewing the data numerically and aiming to gather statistics from the data retrieved. This will be collated in to excel sheets and each question will provide a statistic to give an overall picture of how the public perceive media reports on police misconduct in modern times.
Limitations
There are many limitations to conducting research in this way. Ekinci (2015) explains that utilising surveys runs the risk of receiving little responses and as a result would make it difficult to have a representative view on the topic. To negate this issue, the survey needs to be advertised in popular areas so many of the general public will view it. It also needs to be a simple and brief questionnaire, so the participants do not feel fatigue during its completion. 
Another limitation to conducting research through questionnaires, is they are mainly in the form of closed questions and consequently there is no option for the participant to explain their opinion. The researcher may benefit from using open-questions where they feel an explanation with their answer would be more appropriate (Ekinci, 2015). 
Ethical Issues
The survey is set out to be completely anonymous and there will not be any questions asked that could personally identify a participant. However, it will include questions asking the participants to disclose their ethnicity, age bracket, sexual orientation, and gender. The purpose of these questions is to identify if their views of media reports on police conduct are purely influenced by that topic or if their personal backgrounds are an influencing factor for them. Although this is not the centre of the research, a person of black ethnic background, compared to a person of white British ethnicity may have different views surrounding police misconduct and how this is portrayed in the media since the ‘Black Lives Matter’ protests in 2020. Auty (2020) describes how this brough rage throughout ethnic minorities as discrimination from the police to people of colour was worldly reported on. Some participants may not wish to disclose their personal information of this nature and therefore the survey will include an option ‘prefer not to say’, to ensure all persons are accommodated. 
Conclusion
The research onion has provided the researcher with a foundation on how to conduct the research for this study and a clear pathway has been created from this. A quantitative approach via a short survey will be the most effective way of gathering information from the public in a timely manner. The ethnic issues and limitations have been reviewed and are able to be negated providing the survey is accessible on different online platforms. This allows for the data to be analysed and the findings to be reported on within the next chapter of this study. 
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