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St Davids 
Cathedral and 
Bishop’s Palace 



Enlarged and improved by 

Henry de Gower, between 

1328 and 1347 



St Non’s chapel 

• considered to be the birth place of David 
• ruins of uncertain date, may be no earlier than 12c, but 

the presence of a 7th- to 9th-century cross-incised 
stone suggests an earlier chapel or cemetary 
(Heather James, 2007) 



St Non’s holy well 

• Issued forth at the time of his birth 
according to local tradition (not 
mentioned in his Lives)* 

• Medieval well head, restored in 18th 
century; restored and re-dedicated in 
1951, now associated with St Non's 
Passion Fathers monastery.** 
 

• *Jane Cartwright (2007) 
**https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/32511/details/st-nons-
holy-well-st-davids 



St Davids 

(Map: David Parsons) 

53 dedications 
to St David  
(certainly or 
probably 
medieval)  

Llanddewibrefi 





IDNERT FILIVS IA
OCCISVS IT PROPTER PR

Idnerth son of Ja
was killed because of the 



• Irish annals refer to Dauid Cille Muine ‘David of the monastery of Mynyw’; the Annals of Inisfallen (Oxford, 
Bodleian L, Rawlinson B 503), , refers specifically the ‘Repose of David of Cell Muine’ in 589 * 

• Annales Cambriae (A-text, c.1100, copied perhaps from mid-10c MS at St Davids), refers in entry 157 (for 
AD 601) to Dauid episcopus moni iudeorum 

• David is mentioned in Irish saints’ Lives, of St Molua of Clonfert-Mulloe & Ailbe of Emly, which may be of 
eighth-century origin 

• Feast-day (1 March) recorded in two early ninth-century martyrologies from Ireland 

• Mentioned in the Catalogue of the Saints of Ireland (Catalogus sanctorum Hiberniae), which probably 
dates from the ninth or tenth century 

 

*https://celt.ucc.ie//published/T100004/index.html 
**http://croniclau.bangor.ac.uk/documents/AC_A_first_edition.pdf.    
 

See further WLSD introduction 

 

 



• Asser’s Life of King Alfred, composed around 885, refers to attacks upon St 

David’s jurisdiction (parochia Sancti Degui) and monastery (monasterium).  

• Asser was a Welsh bishop who came to England ‘so that Alfred's literary 

programme might “benefit in every respect from the learning of St David” 

(adiuuaretur per rudimenta Sancti Degui in omni causa)’  (  

• Asser described a relative of his, Nyfys (Nobis) as archbishop (achiepiscopus) of 

St Davids 

• Not in the later sense, but ‘a kind of episcopal overlordship’ over several other bishops in 

the local region (See T.M. 



• To summarize: Strongly associated with the monastery of St Davids, lived in the sixth 

century,  founded churches. 

• Early reference to him as a renunciant in the Life of St Paul Aurelian (Brittany, 884) 

 Devium

pane et 

 aqua Aquaticus

(ed.) C. Cuissard, ‘Vie de Saint Paul de Léon’ 

Dewi (Devius) Aquaticus

bread and water 

       (trans.) G. H. Doble, The Saints of Cornwall 



• Rhygyfarch ap Sulien  (died 1099), a member of an 
important family of clerics and scholars  
• clas Llanbadarn 
• Latin poems by Rhygyfarch and his brother Ieuan 
• father, Sulien the Wise (1011-1091), educated in 

Wales, Ireland and Scotland, twice bishop of St 
Davids (1072/3–78 and 1080–85)  

 
• Turbulent times 

• Viking raids – Bishop Abraham killed 1080 
• Normans had conquered England - William the Conqueror visited St Davids 1081 ‘in order to pray’ 
• Normans were establishing themselves in extensive areas of Wales and interfering with ecclesiastical 

appointments (e.g. a chaplain of William II (Rufus) made bishop of Bangor in 1092) 
• Rhygyfarch’s  own Planctus (composed 1094/5) complains of the destruction and cruelties (and taxes) 

brought about by the Normans: ‘free necks are subjected to the yoke’ (libera colla iugo subdere) 

Llanbadarn Fawr, Ceredigion 





we 
have collected these few works out of the many into one place to be an 
example for everyone, and to the glory of the Father

whoever may have read these things with a devout mind may assist me 
in my prayers 

bring me 
the fruit of a good harvest



Parallels with Christ’s birth

(leaving his mother without sin, compare the virgin birth)

(compare Herod)

symbol of the Holy Spirit; 
cf. baptism of Christ

 





a bell







‘those who 
went twice to St Davids should have the same privileges in the way of 
benediction as those who went once to Rome

• Shorter ‘Nero-Digby’ version of the Life 

promoting St 
Davids as an archdiocese

new cathedral 
(the present cathedral dates, for the most 
part, from the period 1180–1220; see Coflein 
s.n. St Davids Cathedral) 





Giraldus (right) with St David (left),  
Church of St James, Manorbier  

• Version based on Nero-Digby 
• Adds a few things: 

• the miracle of a gospel completed by an angel in letters of gold. 
• Some topographical details 

• David’s parents meet not merely in Dyfed but specifically in 
Pebidiog, the cantref where St Davids is located 

• he names Porth Clais as the location of David’s baptism. 
 

• Places David’s Life more firmly within the local landscape 
• Promoting the agenda of the archdiocese (see Evans 2007)  



‘St Gwyddelan’s Bell’ 
Church of St Gwyddelan, 
Dolwyddelan, Gwynedd 





• All in collections of Lives, hence the abbreviation! 



• Early fourteenth century (Evans, WLSD) 
• Earliest surviving copy is in the Book of the  Anchorite of Llanddewibrefi (1346) 

(Oxford, Jesus College, MS. 119) 
• Post-conquest Wales; the archdiocese no longer a burning issue 
• Thriving literary culture 

• Compare the ‘Mabinogion’ and other prose tales in the  White Book of 
Rhydderch (c.1350) and the Red Book of Hergest (c.1400) 



• Genealogy 

‘finds’  
their significance explained (David as Aquaticus) 

and David’s 

miraculously saves his life

by Ailbe, Bishop of Munster

a holy bishop in Rome 

 



; its austere regime is described 

• Miracles concerning David’s disciple, Aidan (oxen and book) 

• Aidan goes to Ireland to found the monastery at Ferns 

• + ‘Then David welcomed him warmly and embraced him, and asked him how St Maedóc [=Aidan] was 

faring; and David greatly loved his disciple’ 

• More miracles (Abbot Baire, Modomnóc, Aidan/Maedóc) 

• David goes to Jerusalem with Teilo and Padarn and is made archbishop 



– to counter the Pelagian heresy, Paulinus mentions David’s 
being ordained an archbishop in Rome  

(Magnus)

a dove settles on his shoulder; 

 



• The Synod of Victory; (+ 

the borders of his sanctuary are defined) 

and lives to advanced old age (147) 

• + description of the glories of heaven

• Rhygyfarch’s closing words 

 

D. Simon Evans, WLSD lii: Welsh 

Life is ‘more familiar’, ‘less formal’ 

and ‘less sophisticated’ in tone 



(after Paul Russell) 

abbreviation 

more 
abbreviation 

translation and 
adaptation 





from the river Tywi as far as the 
river Teifi



brothers

brothers and sisters



• ‘The Book of the Anchorite of Llanddewibrefi’, 
 Jesus College 119 (edited in WLSD) 1346 

1375–1425 

• Llanstephan 27 1375–1425 

1375–1425 

1429 

1438 

 

• Peniarth 27ii (paraphrase, north Wales) 1450–1500 

   <https://www.welshsaints.ac.uk/> 
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