WGPM6002 Week 2 Seminar sheet Teacher 



2.1 Write a definition for each of the following key words or terms (Answers in SLT glossary)


· Deductive approach - 



· Inductive approach - 



· A theory –



· Hypothesis –
 


· Epistemology –



· Ontology –



· Positivist –



· Phenomenologist –



· Objectivist view –



· Subjectivist view – 



· Empiricism –


· Testable –

2.2 Answer the questions for Case study 2 ‘Media climate change reporting and environmental disclosure patterns in the low-cost airline industry in the twenty-first century’ p. 52-54 SLT
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The question of when the theoretical base is identfied relates to your overall research
approach. With deductive (posivst) research, the relevant theory is ideniiied at the start of the
rescarch process. From this, hypotheses are developed and the theory fested Using the Redact
research findings. With an inductive approach (nterpretivism or acton ressarch) the data is
collected in the frst instance and then an appropriate theory is used fo explain the ata indings.
Itis very unikely n your research project that you wil be creating new theories; rather you wil
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The selection of the dataset 1o be used in the research needs o be consistent wih, and to be.
sufficient for,the research question and research objectives. Deciding on the dataset shouid be.
Gone early n the research design alongside the overal research approach to be adopted. The
data could relate to a single organisation if an in-depth case study approach was to be »
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undertaken. At the ofher end of the scale, the dataset could be a very large questionnaire
cistibution. The choice of the data st will inform the generalisabity of your research findings.

For Emma's research, it s appropriate o focus on the low-cost airines only as she is seeking to
testlegiimacy theory to that specifc part of the aifine sector. Emma would nt be able 1o then
‘generalis her resuls o the seclor as a whole nor 1o any ofher sectors, as she has notinciuded
those within her research. This is consistent with her research question. She could, f she.
undertook furthe research, extend the research to include al of the aifie industy, or compare
the results to_media coverage and companies in ofher sectors fo idently i there were.
differences witin the aifine sector self and n comparison with other sectors.

For some research questions, the dataset needs to contain two elements where comparisons
are being made, for instance big companies against small companies. I such cases, it s
important that the two datasefs are then conirolled by a size factor, 50 that all of the companies:
in each dataset are of a cerain defined size by tumover or assets for large and small
companies. respectvely. This control factor should also be applied to research invohing
companies n difierent. sectors. To ensure that the companies in each sector dataset are
comparabl, they shoud have common size characterstics, so that a valid sector comparison
can be made.

3. Do you think Emma was correct in her decision not to carry out inferviews? Give
reasons for your answer. If she were to change her mind, are there any ethical issues.
that would need to be addressed?(Hint: you may find Section 6.4 heipful in thinking
about this question.)

It ie common in research projects that al the data used are secondary data. This is the case
‘with Emmars curtent research. The uniqueness of Emma’s project comes ffom her use of theory.
o then analyse and explain her data. Emma does not need to cary out primary data collection
to answer her research queston, and it s suffient to base her research on secondary data
which is_easily obtainable and pubicy avaiab, from media sources and company annual
reports. The advantage of tis is that the data can be collected in a fimescale set by the
researcher and is not dependent on the agreement of 2 paricular organisation of person.

During the research design stage, you shoukd think very carefully about the data that you infend
o collect and use. Be careful not 1 be over ambilious in your data collecton ideas, but o think
what data is needed to answer your specifc research question. A1so, you should at hat stage.
refer to the appropriate instutonal regulations for your research project that may outine
whether of not primary data can or need fo be collected

1f Emma did need to carry out nterviews to answer her research question, then there are a
number of ethical fssues that she would need to address. Even though Emm s familiar wih the
organisation and knows some of the likely interviewees, there are issuss that need fo be.
addressed which are designed o protect both the intenviewes and the researcher. These
ensure that there is clary over participation and how any primary data wil be stored and used.
Emma should agres with her supervisor the primary research o be carried out, the organisation
involved and the number of interviews 1o be performed. Appropriate organisational consent
Should then be obtained to ensure that the organisation i happy that Emma is camying out
primary data interviews with employees. Secondly at an indiidual level, appropriate informed
consent would be obtained o that each Interviewee as happy 1o take part and were fully
aware of the research being camed out and the subsequent use of the inferview material
Emma would also need to clariy the level of anonymity required at both an organisational and
individual level.
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