[bookmark: _Hlk119774131]Question: Analyse the work of illustrators and, particularly, author illustrators who tackle difficult, sensitive and sometimes shocking themes.
Many children’s book/picture book of today cover or tackle difficult subjects such as domestic abuse, mental health, death and many more difficult topics. Adults tend to worry over age-appropriateness when discussing children’s book, children are often referred to as ‘too young’ to be engaging in these topics, but children are living through these ‘difficult topics’ climate change and other social problems are now having physical effects on the world, children should be included on these discussions because these topics impact their lives (Axeirod, Ives, Weaver, 2020, pp.  37). In this essay I will be looking at and analysing the work of two illustrators that tackle difficult themes in children’s/ picture books. 

‘Mum’s jumper’ by Jayde Perkin 
The children’s book ‘mums jumper, by Jayde Perkins, is a book that explores loss and grief, through the eyes of a child, this book has been used by schools and parents to make grief a more accessible topic for children and adults (Jayde Perkin, 2019)
[image: A picture containing text, businesscard, envelope, picture frame

Description automatically generated][image: A picture containing text

Description automatically generated]
[bookmark: _Hlk119762546]
Jayde Perkin mum’s jumper (2019) pp.1-2
When first looking through this book, one feature stood out, the use of flowers, especially the flower daffodils, daffodils are present in nearly every page of this book, they are the symbols of rebirth and hope and represent new life and resilience (rae oliver, 2022). The daffodils are a sort of hope that is carried throughout the book. Looking at the first page you can also see the mother’s jumper that will be more prominent in later pages. 
On the second page it shows the girl and her father walking, which is implied that they are walking back from visiting the mother, you can see the different emotions on the girl and the father, the girl looks happy and joyful while the father looks upset, this implies that the father knows something about the mother’s condition.  Again, the daffodils are present.
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Jayde Perkin mum’s jumper (2019) pp.3-4
[bookmark: _Hlk121055457]Page three shows the girl waking up, this shows that the death of a loved one can just happen, it shows the father getting a phone call, proximity to inform them of the mother’s death, the illustration of the father shows a sort of sadness but also exhaustion. On the next page it shows the girl grieving, the wording of the page is telling us that she feels numb which is a ‘grief response’ (hospice of north Idaho, 2013). Again, the daffodil is shown but instead of a hole bouquet and standing in the forefront the flower is in the corner and alone, signalling that there is little hope or that there is always hope. 
Throughout the book the colour palette stays somewhat the same, the colours they decided to use are somewhat primary colours that are softened, bright colours will always appeal to children, colours have meaning but for children they give off moods, this page uses blue that would have a calming effect and yellow that signal happiness, this signifies that there is comfort in that room while outside of that door there is red which give off the appearance of danger (Rachel Pancare, 2018)
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Jayde Perkin mum’s jumper (2019) pp.5-6
Page five multiple cards and flowers that send regards to the girl about the loss of her mother, in this page there are a lot more flowers, the flowers are surrounding her as if to say there is still hope, the text reads that the ‘next few weeks were blurry’ again this is a sign of a grief response, of time moving fast but the girl not being present (hospice of north Idaho, 2013). The colouring of this page is interesting, often colours invoke feelings and have meaning behind them. Pink is the main colour for this page, pink being the colour that shows childhood, of adolescence, and yellow, the colour so often associated with happiness and hope, but it doesn’t seem so hopeful in the moment (Lindsay Kramer, 2022).
The next page has lost most of its colours, specifically the characters, this suggest that they are going to a funeral, this also suggest to the audience that this is a sad moment, through the book so far, all the characters were colourful with bright friendly colours, now its greys and blacks, colours have meaning but taking that away shows that is a serious moment (Allison S. Gremillion, 2019). The flowers are shown again but this time they are falling that could indicate the losing of hope this is backed up with the pink. 
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[bookmark: _Hlk120706840]Jayde Perkin mum’s jumper (2019) pp.8-9
Here it shows another grief response, one that is a black shape that follows the character, the shape moves curving around the character, again the dark colour of the shape makes it look menacing and depressing, a looming figure over the girl. In the next page it shows the girl and the father swimming, the water is dark, and it represent the grief they are going through (Angela M. Wiseman, 2012).
By looking at page nine you can see that it is a sadder illustration their hardly any primary colours that signal playfulness, instead it replaced with darker colours, that can represent a calmness but also a sadness (Rachel Pancare,2018). The little girl is seen swimming in this sadness, and the text relays that adult go through the same thing that children do. 
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Jayde Perkin mum’s jumper (2019) pp.19-20
On page nineteen and twenty the text discusses that grief doesn’t necessarily ‘go away’ that it will always be there but that it changes (Eleanor Haley, 2019). The illustration of this page shows sunflowers, these flowers replace the constant imagery of the daffodils, signalling a change, the sunflowers and the daffodils essentially have the same meaning of hope, the little girl is shown watering the flowers, which can be interpreted as growing form the grief, again the colours can set off a mood to young reader, of peacefulness and happiness (Rachel Pancare,2018)
Conclusion 
In conclusion Jayde Perkins book ‘mums jumper’ shows the complexity of grief but makes it simple to understand for young readers, the book explores the different types of grief responses and shows that its normal, that grief doesn’t just ‘go away’, Jayde Perkins uses soft and fun colours to illustrate the book, a stark contrast to the difficult topics they are covering (victor Watson and Morag styles, 1996, pp 62)
‘The king who banned the dark’ by Emily Haworth-booth
This book covers a very different topic from the book ‘mums jumper’ where that book covers dealing with grief ‘the king who banned the dark’ covers political ideologies, power and citizen uprisings, some of the meaning is subtext with it in the picture and some if it is In the text, of course it doesn’t go into heavy detail and has a happy ending, this is a book directed towards children so that they could get a decent understanding of the topic. (Haworth-booth, 2018)
Authoritarianism is the blind following of the government of power, it is following authority without question, authorises such as the police and government over the individuals freedom, authoritarianism stands opposed to democracy in were decisions are made by the people, but with authoritarianism it is a small group of people in power with the control over the population, ‘the king who banned the dark’ exhibits some aspects of this ideology and the methods they use to say In control. (The Editors of Encyclopaedia, 1998)
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Emily Haworth-booth The King who Banned the Dark (2018) pp.5-6
In these two pages it shows how the king of the story gets there way, on the first page you see the guards or officers discussing how to make the idea happen, you can see through the speech bubbles that they discuss a revolt if the decision is implemented too quickly then it moves into ‘how can we make it the peoples idea’ .colour In this book is very limited but it’s used to draw the readers eye, in this page most of the colour is limited to the king, this shows how important and powerful they are, drawing the eye to him. 
On the second page it is how the idea from the first page is implemented, the text in the book uses ‘rumours’ to spread the idea that the ‘dark is bad’ this parallels the real-life use of propaganda, here they show classic different types of propaganda techniques, word of mouth, preaching and spreading it through media such as newspapers. (Isabelle Drury, 2020)
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  Emily Haworth-booth The King who Banned the Dark (2018) pp.7
The next page shows the outcome of those ‘rumours’, and the king getting the desired outcome, the layout of the illustration on this page is similar to the last, in where it looks like the black of the page is engulfing the illustration, showing the fear of the dark through these two pages.
This page shows the end product of the propaganda that was shown in the previous page, the tactic shown to get the people to conform to the plan was using scare tactics, in where the people in power use the fear of something to frighten them into supporting a cause, this is taken literally on this page, using the fear of the dark to get rid of it, there are other tactics that are shown, tactics such as ‘manipulating information’ and ‘appealing to emotions’ ( Arlin Cuncic, 2022).
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                        Emily Haworth-booth The King who Banned the Dark (2018) pp.11-12
Pages eleven and twelve are the consequences of the ‘ban on the dark’, page eleven shows the propaganda instilled into the education system (Per F. Laursan, 2016) they also show other consequences of getting rid of the dark consequences such as exhaustion, every character on this page is illustrated to look or be asleep. 
On page twelve it shows cases of the enforcement of this ban, this is embodied by the book version of the police called the ‘light inspectors’ which go around to homes that don’t follow the ‘ban the dark’ rule, this is a parallel to the real police that enforce the laws and regulations that the powerful put in place, the police were created to protect the wealthy’s assets, here it is show to enforce ‘the ban on the dark’ that the king put in place (Michael Parker Banton, 1999).
[bookmark: _Hlk120538548]The book uses one main colour which is yellow, this colour is often seen as the colour of happiness and has the meaning of positivity (anne Varichon, 2006, pp. 61) but that can be subverted, warm colours can also invoke the feeling of danger, some examples would be yellow hazard signs or high visibility vests (Allison S. Gremillion, 2019). Here the illustrators use the colour yellow as a negative, ad that the darkness of the first incisal pages is good. 
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                       Emily Haworth-booth The King who Banned the Dark (2018) pp.13-15
The next three pages show the begins of a revolution, of public unrest due to the ‘ban the dark’ law, the page showcases the people in power suggesting using a distraction to move the focus away from the unrest and onto a different event, this is similar to what social media dose, in were protests and other huge events seem to be covered up by less important news, a distraction from what’s important, change (Noam Cohen, 2011). You can interpret that the king in not in charge here, it seems that the ones in grey uniforms are the ones that carry out the law and give the suggestion for the distraction, the ‘king’ character is the one to suggest banning the dark but is not the one to carry it out.
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  Emily Haworth-booth The King who Banned the Dark (2018) pp.18-22
Page eighteen onwards show the revolution to’ bring back the dark, the bright yellow of the book begins to fade and turn a more desaturated colour as the illustrated house begin to turn their lights off, the text of the page describes it as a single house turning off their lights then more and more in till the hole street is dark, this is shown as an coordinated revolution of sorts, coordinated enough that the ‘light inspectors are in a panic, they are shown to not have enough of them to handle the revolt that they are essentially useless.  
This book illustrates that revolutions are important, that they insight change in a system the tries their best to stop that change, revolutions are born from the people realizing that the system they live in failed or no longer server their intended purposes (National Geographic society, 2022)
Conclusion
[bookmark: _Hlk120723148] ‘the king who banned the dark’ covers the topics of power and revolution, this book shows and explains the systems of powers and how the people can revolt against it, it covered sensitive topics such as propaganda, how the powerful can ‘distract’ the people to dissuade them form starting a revolution and covers the topic of a revolution against the system, Emily Haworth-booth overs these topics in a fun way that appeals to the young readers by letting the readers interpret who was the one in the wrong, for example to me I see the ones in power are the generals but to another person it maybe the king. (Morag styles and Evelyn Arizpe, 2003, pp 56)
Final conclusion 
These two picture books I’ve looked at have shown different sensitive topics, ‘mums jumper’ covers grief, which can be difficult for adults to explain to children, these book are not meant to answer all the question that young children might have, they are a tool used to further discussion into the topics (sensitive matters, 2020).there are many ways to interpret the text and illustrations of these two books, but what I can interpret is different from what children can interpret, were I can interpret some illustrations with current day issues, such as the issues shown in ‘the king who banned the dark’, it is the book that shows what the issues is through the use of text and illustration, showing through colour, characters and composition (Morag styles and Evelyn Arizpe, 2003, pp 24-25).
‘the king who banned the dark’ can be interpreted to teach and show the way the powerful can manipulate information to befit themselves, to show that people need to stand up to the powerful to get change to happen, and all of this is made children friendly by using the ‘dark’ as the main conflict, something that children ted to fear is seen as a good thing that the people didn’t have a problem with but the was turned on its head as the worst thing, overall these books cover and explain sensitive topics with care and understanding (sensitive matters, 2020).
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