Hazel Dawn Carter – Assignment 3 – Due 26/09/2018
‘What is the purpose of the dowry in classical Athens?’

The purpose of a dowry is to act as a gift given to the groom by the bride’s oikos (Thür, G. ‘Hedna’ (2006)). In classical Athens, it was very important that the husband was given an appropriately sized dowry compared to the wealth of the bride’s household. 
The men in the bride’s life were the ones who organised the dowry and, subsequently, the marriage. The bride had little to no say in any of the events surrounding her life and marriage. Anything bellow at least 1/10th of the household earnings was seen as disrespectful to the groom (Isaeus 3. 107). The dowry essentially acts as a bond between the two families and, as such, if the groom were to ever divorce the bride or she died then the dowry would return to the bride’s family. However, if she died and had already given birth to sons then the worth of the dowry would be given to them (Thür, G. ‘Proix’ (2006)).  
Whereas in a Roman dowry all the woman’s property would then become the husbands (Treggiari, S. ‘Dos’ (2006)), in the case of an Athenian dowry, the only thing that the husband technically owns is the wife and whatever was included in the dowry (Thür, G. ‘Proix’ (2006)). Because of this, under an Athenian dowry, the groom is allowed to sell and any and all of the property that has been given to him by the bride’s family but not any belongings that she chooses to bring into the household when she moves in with the groom. Whilst the items included in the dowry (such as property, land, gold or items) are known as proix, the items which the bride brings with her are known as pherne and the husband does not have rights to them (Thür, G. ‘Pherne’ (2006)). However, no matter where you are, the dowry in ancient times provides the same purpose, as a gift to the groom that accompanies the bride. The proix which was given with the bride in Athenian dowries always came with a value for the equivalent that it would be in money. This was to ensure that if the marriage was broken by death, or the husband divorcing the woman, then the bride’s family could claim the appropriate amount of money back. This meant that if the marriage was broken then the wife could live off of those funds if necessary and acted as a sort of insurance to the bride and her family. As such, if the dowry consists of materialistic items such as land and jewellery, the husband can technically keep those items and just provide the former wife’s family with a monetary sum equivalent (Thür, G. ‘Proix’ (2006)). 
In conclusion, the dowry acts as a gift to the husband by the family of the bride which the husband can do with as he sees fit. However, if the marriage is dissolved then the bride’s family has a right to claim the gifts bestowed to the husband or a financial equivalent of the gifts.
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