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Background and Rationale
Colon cancer is a significant cause of death in the UK (Cancer Research UK, 2024). Early detection is important because it ensures better treatment and survival rates. Primary care services, especially General Practitioners (GPs), have an important part to play in identifying symptoms, making early referrals and facilitating prompt diagnosis. Late diagnosis may also be caused by delayed symptoms, delayed referrals and delayed access to healthcare. With increasing cancer survival rates in the UK, knowledge of the contribution of primary care to the early detection of cancer is crucial. A scoping review will be undertaken to give an overview of the evidence available and identify themes and gaps in current knowledge (NHS England, 2024).

Research Aim and Objectives
The research aims to investigate the role of primary care services in the early detection of colon cancer in patients in the UK healthcare system. 
Objectives 
1. To determine the role of primary care providers in colon cancer detection. 
2. To explore barriers and facilitators to early diagnosis in primary care. 
3. To make recommendations on the improvements that could be made to early detection in UK primary care.

Methodology
Scoping Review Framework
A scoping review methodology will be used in this study to assess available evidence about the topic of study (Peters et al., 2021).
Research Question
What is the role of primary care services in the early detection of colon cancer among patients in the UK healthcare sector?
Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria
· Inclusion:  Peer-reviewed studies published in English in the last ten years (2015-2025) focusing on colon cancer screening from Google Scholar, primary care colon cancer services, and the UK healthcare setting are included.
· Exclusion: It excludes non-peer-reviewed publications, studies conducted outside the UK, and research unrelated to the topic.
Data Collection and Analysis
A systematic search will be done in Google Scholar. The keywords include: colon cancer, colorectal cancer, primary care, general practice, early detection, and United Kingdom. Aveyard (2023) has provided a simplified thematic analysis approach, which will be used to analyse this data and to identify any themes and gaps in evidence.

Expected Outcomes
The review will provide a thematic overview of the contribution of primary care to the detection of colon cancer in young people and will look for ways to improve diagnostic pathways.

Ethical Considerations
This study does not require ethical approval because it is based on literature that is openly available to the public. Ethical principles will be adhered to by reporting accurately, referencing correctly, being transparent in study selection and not plagiarising.
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