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Portfolio Task 1
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I have multiple goals that will allow me to measure my level of achievement. These include elements both academic that can be seen in marks and those that cannot be examined such as confidence and other social measurements. The main evidence of my success on the course will be the marks I attain in my assignments and other marked pieces of work, so the better the marks the more success I’m having. As I complete the course, I will develop my teaching style and learn more on teaching which will develop my skills further. The improvements in my teaching will be shown by improved marks and reviews from my professional teaching experience each year. Importantly, this will also show an increase in my confidence in a classroom. My confidence cannot be measured but it will be reflected in my improvements and that will reflect my success. I will also see myself enjoying and participating in discussions and in other aspects of the course as another sign of my success. For me, success can also be measured outside of the classroom as well as through the academic study. Outside of the classroom my success will be measured through my social life and my happiness. My main aim for my social life in the university is too eventually captain the rugby team as rugby is one of my biggest passions. Also, I would like to gain coaching qualifications in rugby as I help to coach junior teams and they would also be useful in teaching





Portfolio Task 2
“Critical thinking is a complex process of deliberation which a involves a wide range of skills and attitudes” (Cottrell, 2005 p. 2). It is less of a personality trait and more of a method which Cottrell (2005) says it aids people who are more trusting to use different methods so that they can use their doubt in a constructive way. The method of critical thinking allows us to understand the process of how an argument is constructed and thus allows us to better construct our own arguments. 
Critical thinking also improves the understanding of both our own reasoning and the reasoning of others. By using rational thinking and using reasoning it is possible to better grasp different beliefs and viewpoints which can be further explored by using analysis and evaluating skills that are improved through critical thinking. Critical thinking also allows us to construct our reasoning to be given as explanations to our beliefs. 
There will be obvious benefits to critical thinking in both professional and everyday life. It is useful to management positions in work as it is a more precise way of working. Although critical thinking is more precise it is seen as more time consuming due to the analysis and evaluating that goes into the method. 
The process of critical thinking can also allow a person to know the difference between a poor and a good argument without necessarily having any prior knowledge on the topic that is being discussed. While critical thinking will also help with background research on a topic as you will be thorough when finding facts and figures and exploring all resources available to you. 
Students are taught to develop their critical thinking skills in order to explore their subjects in more depth and allows them to explore more theories on their topics and analyse these theories in more detail and use more resources as they will use all resources available to them. In addition, this also allows the students to not just critically other people’s work but also their own ideas and methods, allowing them to identify their weaknesses and strengths independently, as it is just as important to find what is working as it is to find what isn’t working.
There are multiple barriers associated with critical thinking as it is such a complex method of working. Some people misunderstand what is actually meant by being critical and therefore may just focus on negative aspects rather than pointing out good ideas and themes. Sometimes we think that our critical thinking skills are actually better than what they actually are. This is because most people don’t analyse every detail of every day critically as this would be inefficient due to the amount time this would take. Also, people would think their reasoning is better than what it actually is if people didn’t highlight these poor skills. Another barrier appears when it comes to students critiquing the works of professionals that are more experienced than themselves. Cottrell believes that attention to detail can be a barrier as negative criticism can sometimes come from judging the general text rather than analysing the specific points of the argument.






Portfolio Task 3
What I Think About Education in Wales
 In 2014, Professor Graham Donaldson was asked to review the Welsh curriculum and also the arrangement of the schools by the Welsh government and the report that he wrote helped shaped the new curriculum which has been called ‘Successful Futures’. 
I believe that this new curriculum will improve the educational experience for students across wales. This is because according to the summary of Donaldson’s report by the Welsh government (2015) out of the 700 people who participated in giving evidence for the report 300 of those were children and young people, this means that the learners have been able to have a say on the areas that they feel need to be improved in the curriculum. Thus, giving pupils an education that better suits their needs and ability rather than just focusing on having the best exam results. There are four purposes for this new curriculum which are:
· To produce ambitious, capable learners;
· Children will be enterprising, creative contributors;
· They will be healthy, confident individuals;
· Students will be ethical, informed citizens.
Also, there will be a bigger emphasis on skills that are transferable to real life situations e.g. critical thinking and problem solving that will be built into the six areas of study. I believe focusing more on skills that are useful in the real world like critical thinking and health and well-being will be more of an asset to students as they will be more independent and free-thinking. 
Donaldson (2015) suggests that there should be a larger focus on using welsh and putting it to use. This begins with welsh being compulsory to all students up to the age of 16. Rather than just learning the language the emphasis will be on putting into practice in order to communicate with other students. I feel this will help the students be more fluent when learning the language and it will give them more confidence as they improve their language ability. In addition to this, I think that learning the language in this way will allow the students to have better communication skills in welsh when it comes to work. This increased language skill level will make the students more desirable prospects for future employers. 
Sian Gwenllian, Plaid Cymru AM for Arfon, wrote about her worries about the new curriculum and what it entails. She states that she has heard many concerns about the curriculum. One of these complaints is that it is too general and doesn’t provide enough guidance on what to teach, therefore leaving the individual teachers to choose how they will teach the curriculum. Also, the curriculum is said to have a ‘welsh dimension’, where some people have questioned this as they believe it should be “welsh through and through”. I agree with this as it is the welsh curriculum and welsh should be the priority and it will become easier to implement with more welsh speaking teachers.
In conclusion, I believe that education in Wales is moving in the right direction thanks to the new curriculum. In my opinion, the shift in focus towards the welsh language and the wider range of skills will be more beneficial to the students. I also think it will be easy to implement with the addition of new welsh speaking teachers.
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