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Today’'s meaning:

Poison

Du #=

Photo by Inka.cn
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meanings and modern meanings of Du



1. How can’t the character Du be understood as its modern
meanings in Zhouuyu.

Du
1 DR T TIRMY - 5 L5 -
<<JE£ Erﬁ:t.\ ’ %{ﬂ“>>
Du
2. WS B > INE B -
(B2 - BERES - 7N=)




1. How can’t the character Du be understood as its modern
meanings in Zhouuyu.

The modern meanings of the character du #:

Noun

1. Harm;

2. Harmful materials;

3. Narcotic drugs;

4. A metaphor for the things which can harm people’s ideology.
Verb

1. Hate;

2. Harm;

3. Using harmful drugs to kill or hurt.



1. How can’t the character Du be understood as its modern
meanings in Zhouuyu.

Du : (harm?)

1 PABEZ R @ MERMZ » & XG5 -
(&%) - BhE - Z5)
Du : (poison?)

2. BRREM > #her 0 /NK 0 HiRG

(A5 - BEEE - 78=)




2. Finding out the original meanings —— Analysing through
shape

Duzs

Heavy. The harmful grass usually grow together
and look luxuriant.

The radical of the character is che}! and aiz.

BAT - |AZM FFEMA - N ME -

——Shuowen jiezi



2. Finding out the original meanings —— Analysing through
shape

Chell
Newly grown grass and trees

MHARR] A AL
AlE
People who are immoral

NHEFTH

——Shuowen jiezi



2. Finding out the original meanings —— Analysing through
shape

Duz
Heavy. &

Questions:

1. Does the character du originally means ‘harmful’?

2. How do we understand the word ‘heavy’ (/)
correctly?



2. Finding out the original meanings —— Analysing through

shape

(1). Does the character du originally means

‘harmful’?
Sk ”‘ 4'\

The ancient form E"J /()\

ih‘
51 is the ancient form of dui=, the radical is dao/].

B35 M

Means harmful —— Shuowen jiezi



2. Finding out the original meanings —— Analysing through
shape

(2). How do we understand the word ‘heavy/Z’ correctly?

The pronunciation of the character hou/Z(heavy) is close to duz...
Zhanguoce Qince#;/H7 - =75 says, you cannot gain a great victory.
Gao You’s annotation says, the character hou/£ means great.
Zhouyu says, the richer the flavor is, the more deleterious it becomes
Weil Zhao’s annotation says, rich flavor contains great harm.

EtZ > HEEHET...
(F=R) 3[5 EERE e EE B Ko

(FsE) - JERERZE - 21 ' KE > HeEddl -

—~

——Shuowen jiezi yizheng
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2. Finding out the original meanings —— Analysing
through shape

(2). How do we understand the word ‘heavy/Z’ correctly?
Shuowen jiezi: du™= : hou L‘% (thickness)
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Duan Yucai: 5 &A= » S1F -

Shuowen jiezi: hou/£.: the greatness of mountains
Lz 2 JE AT,



2. Finding out the original meanings —— Analysing through

shape

Duzs

Du has both of kind and evil meanings, just like the
character xiang#t¥ can be used to describe both of good
fortune and bad fortune, the character chou®. contains
both meanings of good smell and bad smell.

A L B R S X 0 R SRR A A
——Shuowen jiezi zhu

A relatively neutral word



3. Finding out the original meanings ——
Analysing through sound

. Homophonous or nearly homophonous graphs are
likely to hold the same meanings.

DU Du*: Dul, —— Duan yucai
Interchangeable

DU /hu Junsheng
DuE —— 7Zhu Junsheng



3. Analysing through sound
EEEA BERITE | PEE2E| Y
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3. Analysing through sound

oDu # Finding cognate[E]J5zH]

o Original meanings in Shuowen jiezi:
cDufE: Horse walks slowly (FE{TEZE, - )
Duan yucai: firm and solid (£ > [&E[th - & > Bt - )

o DwE: To observe and to inspect, and another meaning is eye

pain(E » 247 » —HHJEL - )
o DuE: Thick =
=]

o Du=: Thick J



4. Analysing through texts

(1)The original text: DIIETER T » MERKELZ > HXNfA&% -

Annotations -

1. Ma Rong (F§fH) : to manage. ;&

2. Wang Bi (F-5f5) : to order. &% 0
3. Kong Yingda (fL7H%€) : to order. {515
4. Cheng Yi (f£F8) : to harm. FE

5. Hu Yuan (#H3%) : to order. 752{

6. Xu Zhirui ({#E#7) : to harm. =




4. Analysing through texts
(2). The original text: KEfE A > B/ » /NF » #EL,

Annotations:

1. Wang Bi (£5#): a metaphor for resentment starting to form. A

iy A

!

2. Kong Yingda (fL#1%): Bitter and rotted things. T 58 7 ¥, -
3. Cheng Yi (f£6H): Strong and bad taste. & 2 WK

4. Lai Zhide CR2Z1%): The part with strong taste in a dried meat
which has been sitting out for too long. & A 7 PR A AR
oo = i AT 2 PR A KHE IR Z A,




5. Conclusion

Original
meanings

Great level
of certain
condition (&)

Harmful (& A i)

A neutral word

Extended to modern
meanings(negative)



Thank you for listening
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