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SECTION A- QUESTION 1
Using examples, assess the role, function, success and recent developments of National Parks in the UK.

Introduction
National Parks (NPs) in the UK were established in 1949 as ‘areas of great natural beauty giving opportunity for open air recreation, established so that natural beauty can be preserved and enhanced, and so that the enjoyment of the scenery by the public can be promoted’ (Anderson, 1990). Bearing this in mind, the role, function and development of NPs since their creation is open for assessment.

Discussion
This statement suggests that contrary to current opinions on NPs, the primary role of them was note conservation or to protect certain areas, but to be large-scale parks that promote a certain aesthetic that is pleasing and marketable to the general public. 
NPs were created shortly after WWII and appeared to serve as a balm for a country that was still recovering from the aftermath; by giving the public something beautiful to look at and visit, it would show them that it was worth fighting for and they could now enjoy it peacefully.
As NPs were traditionally selected for their beauty, the first established parks, with the exception of Pembrokeshire, all possessed the same aesthetic- upland areas with rolling hills and mountains. These areas served the original role and function set forth in 1949 well; the public could easily access areas and go for walks to just enjoy the countryside. In that sense, NPs were initially a success.
However, in an ever-changing political and governmental climate, the role and function of NPs would need to change. With an increased focus on environmental issues and conservation work, NPs that hosted such large areas would naturally become a focal point for this attention. In addition to this, with the traditional role of NPs a booming tourist industry would also still need to be catered for. From this, as delicate balance between conservation and tourism would be vital for NPs (Dewhurst & Thomas, 2010).
By the early 90’s legislation was put into place to ensure that NPs were independent but worked within local government. The Environment Act 1995 also created two direct purposes of NPs that set them apart from just being tourist destinations: they were now responsible for conserving/enhancing the wildlife and cultural heritage of the area, and they were also to promote opportunities for the public understanding of the special qualities within their area (UK Government, nd).
It is notable that no new NPs have been established since the early 2000’s and there was a gap of over 30 years from the original parks before another was established. These newer parks served to reinvigorate the status of NPs and were finally more diverse; man-made areas and peatland in Scotland are both examples of how NPs were changing and starting to include areas that weren’t just beautiful, but also biologically and environmentally diverse. 
With the addition of new areas and extra responsibilities, NPs are now required to be host to a number of conflicting parties whilst maintaining a healthy balance. For instance, local residents will require access to land and resources without being clogged by the tourism industry that serves to provide extra funding to both the local communities and the NPs at the same time. Similarly, conservation work cannot be interrupted by local residents or tourists but must also not restrict too much access for either so as not to run the risk of NPs just being heavily restricted and unappealing. This balance is still an ongoing concern; whilst huge steps have been made to ensure the successful integration of these conflicting parties within NPs, research has shown that there is still a long way to go for this to be a harmonious relationship and some NPs are struggling to manage things effectively (Barker & Stockdale, 2008).
Whilst it is clear that the role and function of NPs is continuing to change with the changing demands of the public and political agendas, their existence is necessary; for encouraging the public to spend time with nature, for creating revenue on both a local and national level, and for creating designated environmental ‘safe zones’ that are provided with a level of protection that they otherwise would not have- regardless of the vulnerability of the area. From this, DEFRA assessed that NPs should be expanded upon and given more protection status, along with being utilised as effective tools in boosting the local economy. Their 2016 report shows that the success of NPs can be expanded upon if careful legislation and collaboration is undertaken (DEFRA, 2016). 

Conclusion
The role and function of NPs needs to remain fluid in order to both remain relevant to public interest and also to protect its status and validity. By following the principles of good governance, developing effective action plans for their future management will ensure that NPs don’t fall by the wayside and can continue to serve as both tourist destinations and icons of environmental protection.
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SECTION B- QUESTION 6
“A policy, once it is soundly based theoretically and shows clearly defined objectives, requires the additional elements of institutional structures, policy strategies and policy actors.” (Wells, 1998: 17) 
Using examples from around the world evaluate the relevance


Introduction
“A policy, once it is soundly based theoretically and shows clearly defined objectives, requires the additional elements of institutional structures, policy strategies and policy actors.” (Wells, 1998: 17) 
This statement puts forth the notion that regardless of how effective a policy appears on paper, it is only going to be of equal value when it is efficiently enforced by organisations and policy-makers. In what is arguably the most important political period of recent history for environmental policy, there are numerous examples that show both the relevance and accuracy of this statement.

Discussion
In 1987, the Montreal Protocol (MP) was an international treaty signed by 46 countries to reduce the amount of harmful chemicals and substances that were damaging the ozone layer. It was then put into force in 1989 and remains in place to this day (UNEP, nd). The signatories of the MP meet on an annual basis to review the decisions made and to make possible amendments to ensure the continued successful implementation of the Protocol. 
The MP continues to be successful and shows that the above statement is accurate; the parties have continued to meet and amend the policy where necessary to adapt to a changing environment, as well as using a single flexible agreement that has different timetables for developed and developing countries (UN Environment, nd). It has also shown that by employing a flexible approach to a single agreement, effective change can be made, as recent studies have shown that the holes in the ozone layer are slowly recovering (Down to Earth, 2021). Where countries have refused to sign amendments, there is also consequently increased pressure within that country to be seen as working towards the same goal, even if it is through a slower timeline or by alternative means (McDonnell, 2020).
A more recent example that shows how this statement rings true is the Paris Agreement (PA). A legally binding international treaty to fight climate change, it was agreed upon by 196 parties in 2015 and put into place in 2016 (UNFCCC, nd). The goal of the PA is to limit global warming by 1.5 degrees Celsius through the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. Further development was made upon the PA by the European Commission by creating the European Climate Law, which aims to ensure climate-neutrality by 2050 (European Commission, nd).
This agreement shows exactly how the above statement is true, particularly from the withdrawal of the USA from the PA in 2020- though it should be noted that they will re-enter in 2021 (The Guardian, 2020). Without it being a legally binding agreement such as the MP, it is too easy for a country to withdraw when it is unable to meet the requirements and not suffer any negative consequences as a result. This shows that in order for the PA to be as effective in practice as it is on paper, it requires universal international governance in the same manner as the MP and countries must be held accountable when they are not meeting their goals. This is a recurring issue with policies, from international to local government level (Mitchell, 2003).

Conclusion
The statement by Wells is more relevant and accurate in the current environmental political climate than it was back in 1998. From policies that are created on a local level, such as the Environment Act (Wales) 2016 to international policies such as the Paris Agreement, it shows that these are only effective and valuable policies when the structure is solid and the parties are all working towards the same goal.
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SECTION C- QUESTION 7
“The principles of good governance are crucial to good environmental conservation” (Hume, 2020: 38).
Describe and examine the principles of good governance concerning environmental conservation.

Introduction
The principles of good governance can be broken down into 9 parts: accountability, participation, transparency, responsiveness, efficiency, equitability, inclusivity, following rule of law, and consensus orientated. This examination will look at what each of these principles are and how they are applied to environmental conservation.

Discussion
Primarily it must be noted that governance is essential for environmental conservation as it is the most efficient and productive way to implement and monitor any changes in environmental issues. Without regulations there is not incentive for alternative conservation efforts to be followed. There are many examples that show the differences that can be made by following political and governmental channels, most notably in recent times by Greta Thunberg (The Guardian, 2020) who has made the climate crisis a more widely debated topic by both the public and policy-makers. In contrast, there are also numerous examples of how not engaging with governance systems in place either doesn’t bring the desired change or damages the cause further, such as some of the protests carried out by Extinction Rebellion (The Guardian, 2020).
Accountability- this is ensuring that all parties involved in the process, from staff members and volunteers to directors and office holders are all seen to be responsible for their actions (British and Irish Ombudsman Association, nd). For environmental conservation, this will mostly relate to decisions that are made by governing bodies over how to proceed with developments and/or conservation work itself. Recently there have been investigations into the accountability over decisions made by the Environment Agency on works done to a protected river, which is a perfect example of how good governance can easily lose its status from poor communication (Laville, 2020).
Participation- for governance to be effective, there needs to be participation from all involved stakeholders in the decision-making process. Engagement should be sought out and encouraged to ensure there has been equitable participation (Governance Guiding Principles, nd). In terms of environmental conservation, this would be engaging with the public up to head figures of an area. For example, areas of Poland that were ear-marked for conservation saw participation from the public up to the implementation of EU directives to ensure that the correct decisions were made (Cent, et al., 2014).
Transparency- by guaranteeing that all decisions and actions are openly available, it shows what is happening, who it will affect and why it is happening (Good Governance Institute, nd). This also sets a precedent to allow decisions to allow decisions to be challenged. The recent HS2 developments have seen much of this, though in this instance plans have not been altered a great amount unless there has been a real need to do so.
Responsiveness- by remaining flexible and responsive, policies don’t remain outdated and can keep up with an ever-changing environment and political system. For the natural environment, which has constantly changing needs, this is vital for effective conservation governance.
Efficiency/Effectiveness- to be effective and efficient, an appropriate use of skills, resources should be applied to warrant satisfactory distribution of duties and responsibilities (Governance Guiding Principles, nd). For conservation, this would be using the knowledge of partnering organisations such as Natural Resources Wales
Equitability- to ensure that all parties have an equal say in the decision-making process. This is particularly important for environmental conservation as certain governing bodies or institutions without any official power require equal opportunity to voice their concerns and proposals without fear of being dismissed.
Inclusivity- by engaging with people and organisations at all levels more effective policies can be created that meet the needs of the many rather than the few. For environmental conservation, this could include liaising with local farmers for a designated site, as well as local communities, businesses, developers and governing bodies.
Rules of law- good governance requires fair legal systems that are enforced impartially by none of the involved stakeholders. In terms of conservation, this would be anything from enforcing fly-tipping fines to investigation should any stakeholder make a decision without following the correct process.
Consensus orientated- to make a decision that meets the requirements of the majority is important for good governance, and particularly for environmental conservation. By creating a policy that meets the majority rather than focusing on one interest, parties are not ignored and any work that is carried out will have all relevant requirements met (though this may be in differing degrees or levels).

Conclusion
Safeguarding and continuing with effective environmental conservation goes hand in hand with good governance; without strong, stable ad flexible policies in place that are subject to constant review, work cannot be carried out at a level that is sustainable or enforceable.
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