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	Tourism and hospitality sector can be classified as world’s third largest economy which generates Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and currently, the volume of tourism somewhat surpasses the exportation of oil, food production or manufacturing and distribution of automobiles (World Tourism, n.d.-b). 
	During the past seven decades, tourism industry had shown extensive scope of increase. Each year number of travellers grew and explored new destinations. With an increased understanding of sustainability in the hospitality industry, employment issues become a continuous challenging factor. The socio-cultural factors of sustainability mainly prioritize on human rights, equal pay, and similar opportunities.  

Individuals and organizations are more likely to capitalize on the proliferation of the Hospitality industry to make an abundant margin of profit. Enslavements have been a transpire burden in this sector, where hotels and transport companies become participant for this issue, unknowingly. The Hospitality and tourism industry encounter issues pertaining to both labour and sex trafficking of both men, and women, as well as children (Reid, 2012).  Sex trafficking has been a devastating global issue which tourism industry faces pettily, also not well pointed out by the industry. Moreover, acknowledge of sex trafficking can be classified as a real issue that transpire in the industry, even employees of the hospitality and tourism industry have no adequate knowledge of how victims get forced to work as sex workers through the influence of hospitality and tourism business.
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	Trafficking women and children became one of the rapidly increasing issues in the world and also one of the largest and easiest way of income for criminals (United Nations, 2012). As this issue become a lucrative trade in the world specially in the tourism industry where the sex act persuades by force and induce them to perform such act even before attaining 18 years of age (End Child Prostitution, 2006). Human traffickers normally recruit and transport people for labour or services thus they are compelled to do fraud due to subject to unwilling servitude. This act can be trade-off for anything worth including food, shelter or money. Often victims of sex trafficking become abused in both mentally and physically and they are forced to live in inhumane condition. (Newman, Holt, Rabun, Phillips, & Scott, 2011). In the United States, children are mostly in danger for being commercially sexually abused, and estimations demonstrate that over 300,000 children are at risk (U.S. Department of Justice 2016). The United States only collect over about $ 9.5 billion per year through sex trafficking (United Nations 2013). Currently, Sex trafficking is one of the rapidly arising issues the world.

	Because of this horrendous situation, lives of the victims lead to a destruction as they eventually lose their simple basic human rights, dignity and also their freedom. Thus, this has become an issue in most of the countries around the world (Reid,2012). According to many studies conducted in many countries, it is estimated that women and children are more likely to become victims in this issue relative to men. According to the International Labour Organization (ILO) estimations in 2012, more than ten million women and girls were traficked for force prostitution and also, these victims can be exploited in both internationally and domestically. Open borders between nations have make more opportunities for human traffickers to peruse their illegitimate act such as transporting humans for sex acts involuntarily from one country to another without having to go through border checks; as an example, Indian children and women can be transported in to Nepal without an issue as there is no border check in-between two countries (Kaufman & Crawford, 2011). Sex trafficking can separate into three major steps such as origin, transit, and destination” (Reid, 2012). Normally these victims come to this position mainly because of their poor and underdeveloped living conditions in their home country, but not in all the sex trafficking victim’s homelands are suffering from these issues. Transit would be hiding the victims in a different country for a limited period until they reach the final destination. 
	Sex trafficking makes hospitality industry embarrassed around the globe.

	The tourism and hospitality industry encounter countless problems pertaining to sustainability and labor issues. This particular area has gained substantial attention due to augmentation of sex trafficking in all around the world. According to the New York City government press release in 2019, approximately 45% of trafficked victims become abused and exploited in hotels and in motels in USA. Currently, 49 countries have legalized prostitution, whereas 12 countries put in place certain laws in order to control the issue but, more than 39 countries have completely banned prostitution in their territories (100 countries and their prostitution policies, 2009). The Netherlands has become a hot spot for sex tourism due to demarcation of Red-light District located in Amsterdam and even surrounding countries have legalized prostitution in order to capitalize the revenue through tourism.
 In Asia, especially Thailand is a renowned destination for sex tourism and mainly it attracts tourists from all around the world including Australia, Europe, and the United States (Pettman, 1997). Sex trafficking has spread into every corner of the world where people get victimized everyday even in well developed countries. 
	Due to the rapid growth of touristic destinations many have been commercialized and mainstreamed with the rapid growth in the tourism industry, sex traffickers have taken advantages of the victims where tourism is eagerly looking for sex activities. According to estimations of World vision Australia, over 300,000 tourists travel mainly to Asia only for the purpose of sex activities each year, where over 15% of tourists are from Australia (World Vision, 2009). Also, most sex tourists come from upper- or middle-social backgrounds (Bender & Furman, 2004).   Not all tourists travel for the purpose of the sexual activity, but they do seek the opportunity to partake the sex act whenever possible (Opperman, 1999). Sex Exploitation of Children in     Tourisme

	
	Today, exploitation of children has become one of the major burdens in hospitality and tourism industry (Bernstein & Shih, 2014). Child sex trafficking can be defined as, “exploitation of children by people who travels from one location to another for the purpose of pedophilic desires (End Child Prostitution, 2006)”. Those individuals travel for child sex activities from wealthy courtiers to poor countries where they can exploit children as sex workers (Newman et al., 2011). According to the United Nations, Tourists who makes sexual contacts with minors can be classified as offenders as they are contravening the basic human rights of children (World Tourism Organization, 2004). 
	Today, Asia has become the forefront of the child sex tourism, and it has become a global phenomenon (Glover, 2006). As examples, in Thailand approximately 900,000 children trafficked for sex tourism as well as other neighboring countries such as in India -500,000, in Philippines -60,000 and in Sri Lanka -20,000 children were trafficked as a part of this burden (Newman et al., 2011). According to Alexy et al, in 2005, about 45% individuals who committed crimes in related to pedophilic activities based on world wide web influenced both travel and tourism industries of their home countries or somewhere else for the basis of child prostitution. The United States have sent  authorities to travel overseas for the purpose of the issue of child sex tourism by implementing the Prosecutorial Remedies and other Tools to End the Exploitation of Children Today Act by the US congress specifically 2423c created in 2003 which aims to prosecute individuals who travels outside the United states and engage sexual activities with minors. All of these rules and regulations are implemented in order to minimize this issue and to prosecute the US citizens who commit these crimes away from their home country (Newman et al., 2011). But, though these rules and regulations are placed sometimes it is not easy to prosecute the wrongdoing as most of these victims live in different countries (Newman et al., 2011). Due to the child molest activities are rampant in the US as well as abroad, there are estimates of around 67 US citizens were arrested by the United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement in 2011 (U.S. ICE) as well as in Intercontinental hotel in Detroit (Newman et al., 2011).
Public outcry because they had failed to honor its social responsibilities.  

	
	Many hotel establishments around the globe have experience in the public outcry because they failed to honor its social responsibilities.  The public outcry would result in consumer boycott which would result in low sales and as well as stigmatize   the hotel brand name and its entire chain, which can result in commercial damage. 
	According to Reuber & Fischer in 2010, Reputation can be defined as the general attractiveness of an organization to its external stakeholders. Reputation can lose under three determining factors which are action related situations. First factor is “stakeholders’ motivation” which demonstrates the closer relationship between the company and the stakeholders, and this may reduce any loss of reputation. Second factor is “media attention” which can be essentially negative, and it may repeat frequently which can distribute the negative perception of external stakeholders. As reputation is one of the major aspects in hotel industry, when a hotel loses their reputation, especially as a result of sex trafficking issue, can leads to a huge decrease in revenue and also it affects the commercial value of the hotel. 
How Businesses Can Combat the Modern Slavery Epidemic.

	The Hotel industry unconsciously contributes for human by providing accommodation without observe and check identification the guests. Therefore, Hotel industry has a moral obligations and social responsibility to report and arrest advert sex traffickers. 
	Over the years, the hotel industry has maintained a considerable attention pertaining to damages caused by sex traffickers, as the industry is more or less responsible in this regard. (The NRP 2013, p. 13). Therefore, they need adequate collaboration between hotel staff and the police. Hotel employees training and workshops are mandatory in order to recognize human trafficking behaviour more easily; such as identifying of illegal prostitution, and possible indications of human trafficking. Private and public collaboration is very vital, All the relevant authorities need to educate their staff, e.g. hotel employees, agency staff, hotel school students in regard to human trafficking. Hospitality and tourism industry working together to halt trafficking in this industry by developing a code in 1996 called ECAP(End Child Prostitution and Trafficking) at the World Conference against child exploitation of children, All hospitality and tourism giants such as Hilton, Accor, TUI etc,  got together to stop child sex trafficking. 



ECPAT (the code) General indicators,
· They tend to pay in cash each day.
· Escort various men into the room. 
· Victim has no chance to stay alone.
· Control money and identifications.
Interaction between trafficker and the victim would be, 

· Victim often refers to trafficker as “Daddy”.
· Trafficker usually use most derogatory slag.
· Treat them openly and assault them physically.

Hotel staff can identify some specific unusual behaviour such as,
Insisting no housekeeping service needed.
Less clothing. 
Rooms frequented by various men.
Request more linen. 
Use of packpage.com.
Use weird nicknames. 

Conclusion

The hospitality and travel industry have unconsciously involved with sex trafficking through accommodation and transportation. This has become a major issue in the globe as the tourism industry is one of the leading businesses in the world. As the Hospitality and tourism industry is facing a gigantic impact on sex tourism, due to the size of the industry. Due to increase number of tourist’s sex trafficking is rampant in the world, the hospitality and tourism industry have created programs to furnish adequate education in this regard. Hospitality and tourism industry have put in place of setting policies, procedures, training employees, travel information’s by expressing zero tolerance of sexual exploitation. 
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