Dissertation proposal

The effects of Police Community Support Officers on Anti-social behaviour, Crime and the perception of the public, are they worth it?

Introduction

Over recent years, the police budget has been slashed by around 20%, losing an estimated 30,000 Police constables during that period of cutbacks. The police have been forced to meet the challenges of austerities by making several cutbacks to frontline services
Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) were brought into the policing family in 2002 by the labour government.  PCSOs were introduced under the Police Reform Act 2002. Their initial purpose was to help reduce crime and anti-social behaviour (ASB) through hi visibility policing.

Since Their introduction, there has been many arguments around “Policing on the cheap”…….


The average salary of a PCSO currently stands at £21,135 plus allowances, whereby a probationary Police Constable (PC) can start off between £18,912 and £21,402.
Are Police Community Support Officers a luxury that the Police service can no longer afford, and would the money be better off spent on new Police Constables?


In 2018, Norfolk became the first force to put forward plans to abolish their 150 PCSOs due to a growth in complex crime, alongside reduced budgets. By 2021/22, Norfolk Constabulary predicted that a PCSO will cost the force £44,200 per year. The expense becomes increasingly important when considering the additional powers that PCs have, such as powers to arrest, interview and investigate crime, while PCSOs are only empowered to deal with minor crime and disorder.

At the end of March 2020 there were 9,190 full time PCSO’s employed by home office forces, a 4% decrease from 2019. PCSO numbers have fallen year on year since 2010. 

Does the public feel that the money spent on PCSOs are worth it?



Does a PCSO have any effect on preventing and detecting crime and Anti-social behaviour?


Aims and Objectives

This aim of this research project will be to analyse the effectiveness of PCSO’s in preventing crime and anti-social behaviour, and how the public perception of them since their introduction in 2002.
1. To analyse a range of existing literature regarding how effective PCSOs are at preventing ASB and crime.
2. To gather data which examines the perception of the public and their views of PCSO’s, are they worth it?
3. Conclude whether the PCSO role can be justified through existing literature and data gained
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