1703143	EAEE4002	1623
The United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is made up of 54 articles which state children’s social, political, civil, cultural and economic rights (UNICEF, no date). These rights are a legal requirement for all children globally. It is a legal framework used internationally to protect and promote the rights and freedom of any person under the age of eighteen with each article being as important as the other (Gilett-Swan and Coppock, 2016). They were created to ensure all children were treated fairly and equally, taking into consideration that childhood needs extra assistance and care (Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland, 2017-2020). The Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2020) states that Wales was the first country in the UK to make the UNCRC law after the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 made it one of their duties.




Article 12 – The right to a voice. -UNICEF (no date) explains article 12 ensures children who are able, have a full understanding of their right to form their own views and voice these views freely in anything that involves them. In accordance to the maturity and age of the child, their views shall be taken seriously and acted upon where possible. In any judicial and administrative proceedings that involve the child, the child has the rights to voice their own views and opinions. It is important that the concept of the child having this right is evident from the earliest stages, at home, in day care, schools and communities. Children must have freedom of thought, expression, religion, conscience a right to privacy according to their capacity (UNICEF, 2006).  
The Children’s act 2004, states that the main aim of the Children’s Commissioner is to promote awareness of the interests and views of children. They are also there to encourage anyone working with children to take into consideration and act upon the views of the children. Zhang (2015) believed that children’s views were worthy of being taken seriously and that even children who had a small amount of vocabulary or could not talk at all still have a voice.  The Mosaic Approach is a project that has been developed to give all children equal opportunities for their voice to be heard even if they are unable to speak well or have English as an additional language. Allowing children to use their own photographs, drawings and maps which can be combined with observing and talking for practitioners to gain a better understanding of the child’s views (Clark and Moss, 2011).
One of the seven aims within the Foundation Phase framework ensures that children are listened to and treated with respect. The Foundation Phase also promotes individuality, and the layout of the settings should be in such way that the children are able to make their own decisions and use each section as they please therefore incorporating the importance of the views and interests of the child (Welsh Government, 2018). Explains that this right does not mean children are able to become the boss of adults, however they should be able to give their opinions during decision making and it gives them a sense of balance of power between children and adults. The right gives children opportunities to develop in many ways such as, socially, personally and politically. It gives children opportunities to improve their problem solving, communication, compromising and negotiating skills whilst potentially gaining more confidence and self-esteem (UWTSD, 2020).
Article 3- The best interests of the child. - What is best for the child will be the primary consideration when taking actions or making any decisions that concern them. The article states that parties should offer the correct protection and care needed to ensure the child’s well-being is met, considering the rights of the child’s parents or legal guardians alongside. All of the services, facilities and institutions responsible for the provision of care for the child should abide by the established standards set by the relevant authorities. This includes areas such as health, safety, adult-child ratios, suitability of staff and competent supervision (UNICEF, no date).  
As part of the Children act 2004, it is explained that any decisions made by the practitioner in regard to the child should be made with the aim being to improve the well-being of the child. This includes their mental and physical health, emotional well-being, education, recreation and training, their social and emotional well-being and protecting them from harm and neglect. It also states the importance of regarding the child’s parents or legal guardians in improving the child’s well-being. Children’s Workforce Development Council (2010) explains the importance of gaining an understanding of each individual child’s personalities, background and needs through observations in order to make the best possible informed decisions for that child. 
The four purposes of the curriculum for Wales supports this article with one point being to enable children to be confident and healthy individuals. It explains that the aim is to build on their emotional and mental well-being, ensure they are informed on and take part in daily activities that improve their physical and mental health and have the knowledge needed to stay safe and well (Welsh Government, 2015). The Foundation Phase also supports this article by aiming to give children the best possible start to life, ensuring that each aspect of the framework is beneficial to the child’s development and growth (Welsh Government, 2015).

In conclusion, it is evident that the feelings and views of the child are important in every aspect of their lives. In this briefing paper only four articles have been discussed in detail which state that practitioners must ensure the children in their care’s voice is heard, they have access to ways in which they can express themselves through play,  they are safe from any form of abuse and decisions made on their behalf shall be done with their best interests at heart. However, this does not mean the remaining articles are not important. Each article of the UNCRC are equally important and should all be followed and respected by everyone (UNICEF, no date).
Article 31 – The right to rest and leisure – This article recognises that all children should have the right to rest and leisure, to take part in recreational activities, play and freely participate in arts and cultural life. Parties including practitioners should promote this right and ensure equal opportunities are available for all children to fully engage in recreational and leisurely activities as well as anything cultural and artistic (Unicef, no date). 
According to Gray (2014, cited in Moyles, 2014) it is important for children to be able to follow their natural instinct to explore and play in order for them to holistically develop into intellectual, resilient adults. Play activities and opportunities for children are a significant part of their life. It is a time where they can develop their skills and knowledge, express their emotions and feelings, make sense of the world around them and enjoy themselves (Hartley, Frank and Goldenson, 2013). Hartley, Frank and Goldenson (2013) also believe that play and expressive activities can be beneficial to children who have had difficulties in their life as they are able to make sense of their problems and release their feelings. This is supported by Vygotsky (1978, cited in Bruce, 2006) who states that children are often at their best when they have the opportunity to be self-expressive. 
The Foundation Phase supports this right by ensuring that access to leisure, sporting, play and cultural activities is continually accessible for the children. The settings ensure their environment’s are full of opportunities for fun and excitement and the children are able to explore and use play as the core of their holistic development (Welsh Government, 2015).  
Article 19 – Protected from violence, abuse or neglect.  - Article 19 gives all children the right to be protected from neglect, abuse or violence of any kind (Save the Children, no date). Parties are obliged to use all appropriate measures of protection to ensure children are not mentally or physically abused, are free from injury, exploitation or maltreatment, neglect, and sexual abuse whilst being cared for by anyone. Where appropriate, measures of protection should include effective procedures of support where necessary for the child and the adults who care for the child, effective measures of prevention, identification, investigation, referral, reporting, treatment and following up incidents (UNICEF, no date). 
NSPCC (2020) explains that everyone is responsible for ensuring children are free from abuse. Child abuse can happen one time or over a long period of time, it can be physical, emotional or sexual or it can happen on the internet. It can also be neglect, which is a lack of necessary care, love and attention, all of these are abuse and should be reported to necessary parties. There are many potential signs of abuse that practitioners should look out for such as a major change in behaviour, increase of anxiety, becoming aggressive, poor relationship with parent, running away or knowledge of inappropriate adult issues (NSPCC, 2020). The All Wales Child Protection Procedures are used to guide all of the Local and Regional Safeguarding Boards across Wales. They also believe that it is the responsibility of everyone working with children, vulnerable people and families to safeguard. It is essential to work in partnerships and communicate between agencies in order to identify potentially abused children and keep them safe from harm (Children in Wales, 2014). The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, ensures that care and support is in place for anyone who may need it, whether that be children or the carers of the children. They also encourage any local authorities to fully investigate any case where a child is thought to be in danger of being abused, supported by effective safeguarding boards.
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