The Justice System is an integral and independent institute that exists as part of the three branches of the state, being the Judiciary, Government and Legislature. It is fundamental in ensuring every man, woman and child has access to a fair trial for crimes accused. As stated by the Courts and Tribunals Judiciary “The Judiciary should treat all members of the public equally and fairly, no matter who they are”. The police play a major role in ensuring that the Judicial system functions as intended, and that people with potential charges are brought in to face trial. This is simply because ultimately, it is the police who see the initial arrest. 

However, the police do much more than just arrest the potential criminals, they are also responsible for evidence gathering, something that is a key factor within court hearings. 
The most important tool the police have in such evidence gathering is defined as the Police and Criminal Evidence Act [1984], which Legislation gov states under the “UK Public General Acts”.

Laver (2016) explains how the act covers the arrest, incarceration, questioning, entry and search of premises, private search, and sample collection.
Evidence is crucial to court cases simply because without supporting information there is a high likelihood the case and claims will fall through and fail, this in return leads to a much higher percentage of criminals not seeing repercussion for their actions.  It is the duty of the police to gather all the required evidence as to give an unbiased and fair trial to both the prosecutor and potential defendant. Evidence is also crucial in ensuring that someone who is truly innocent has the best possible chance of clemency with contradicting evidence being presented potentially because of information gathered by the police. And as according to study smarter the police have a duty and responsibility to conduct criminal investigations and to collect and send evidence to the crown prosecution service. Without the police, the court system could not function.

The police do also have a right to collect potential evidence through the method of stop and search, which is defined by Liberty (2022) as being under section 60 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994. Liberty also states how a suspect may be stopped and searched on the basis of reasonable suspicion, examples being if an incident has taken place in the surrounding area, if an incident could take place, or if there is suspicion the individual may be carrying a weapon. Evidence collected in this manner may lead to an arrest, which will be transferred to the justice system. The evidence collected by the police will be used in a trial against the perpetrator.
In cases such as this, there is a potential that the police officer(s) who conducted the arrest could be asked to stand trial as a witness, this is according to the Crown Prosecution Service (2022) who state that a judge or magistrate may decide that the officer must testify in the interest of Justice. It is stated however that the prosecution cannot be forced to call the police officer as a witness, meaning it is up to the Defendant if he or she is called upon.

According to Patterson (2018) there are numerous different ways that the police assist the justice system, through the arrest, the initial detention, community law enforcement, corrections and re-entry, each play a vital role in society and with regards to justice. After the arrest, the initial detention gives time for the police to gather more evidence on the perpetrator, this is often done through either confessions or through an interview. Evidence gathered by the police during an interview can and will be used either for or against the individual on trial. The initial detention also serves to secure the individual so that he or she cannot evade a trial and possible repercussions, without the assistance of the police in this manner the court once more could not function.
In this manner the treatment of suspects is crucial, not only for the police but also for the justice system. Confessions made after unfair, inhumane or degrading treatment can’t and won’t be used by the courts. CPS described this type of treatment as “oppression”, under section 76 of PACE (Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984)). This is seen in the case of R.v. McIlkenny, Hunter, Walker, Callaghan, Hill and Power (1991) [The Birmingham Six], which was the case of six Irish men accused of a terrorist incident in 1974. The six men confessed after being what Peirce (2011) describes as “tortured and framed”. The police have a responsibility to abide by Human Rights in accordance with the law, as going without they ultimately risk having the entire case thrown out, as a forced confession cannot be used in court. This would ultimately damage the reputation of the police and the justice system.

Community law enforcement, or community policing, ensures the police continue to play an active and important role in limiting crimes that are committed daily and ensure that when a crime does take place there is an officer in the surrounding area that is available. Not only does this lower the number of potential criminals who are processed through the justice system but also ensures that those who do commit acts of crime are gathered and transported. 
According to the metropolitan police, community policing is keenly responsible for building relationships with local communities and supporting vulnerable people, this helps reduce crime by ensuring the police play an active and respected role in communities. 

This is one way the police can help the justice system, as by preventing crime lowers the amount of people who are processed through the courts. This enables the courts to run faster, reducing backlog, and ensuring trials dealing with lesser crimes aren’t just pushed away because more important cases need attention.

To ensure the police continue to play a role in that of the justice system, reforms are necessary.
This is because while the police play a significant role within the justice system already, it can be improved indefinitely for various reasons. Being able to speak as a witness on a trial should be mandatory, especially if the police officer who saw the crime take place acts as the only witness. 
The testimony of the police will be reliable not only because of their trusted position within society but because they have constant access to recordings showing unedited, uncut and uncensored footage with sound. This can help speed up the process of a trial, as evidence can be presented by the officer, with accompanying bodycam footage acting as crucial proof. This would also help reduce pressure off other witnesses who may feel as though their word may be going against another, with the officer and his or her footage being able to confirm what is being said, and by who. It shouldn’t be put down to that of the judge to decide if the case in question requires testimony from the police.

The police should play a much bigger part within society, having community officers in place in some communities isn’t enough to prevent crime. There should be a much bigger emphasis on social services, where the police could and should officer their services to help families in need. This would in theory lower the number of children who are brought up in poverty turning to crime to support their life. More funding should be given to addressing the issues of local communities, finding and solving the root problems of crime, therefore putting much less strain on the police, reducing the reliance on law enforcement for non criminal matters. This would allow the police to not only focus on much more serious crimes, but also allow the courts to function much smoother than it is now.

Both of these points combined have the potential to increase the role in which the police play in the justice system, with both parties becoming more intertwined, increasing productivity, integrity and credibility. By doing this we can build on and improve the justice system, incorporating the police and redefining its relationship by empowering and entrusting both parties to work together.
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