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This report will be looking into St peters church in Lampeter 
· When it was established
· The history behind the graveyard and of a chosen grave that interested me. 
· To decide if a graveyard has a sense of warmth about it and why I feel this.
Cemetries are not just a collection of dead people, there is a story beyond each gravestone. In this report I will be looking at Anna Soloducha’s grave which is situated in the north section of St Peters graveyard where the polish people are buried. 


INTRODUCTION
St Peters church was first recorded in ‘1291, this was then rebuilt by a new and poorly built church during 1936-8. This building was then replaced during 1867-70', by the Victorian church that still is there today standing on top of the hill looking over the university town of Lampeter. (Lloyd Thomas). Traces of an earlier structure can be placed as well. The church is a Grade II listed building.
In the lower part of the churchyard are graves of the workhouse which most only have numbers on them instead of names and messages as their families may not have had enough money.
In the upper part of the churchyard are the graves of many polish people, who came to the area during or after the world war two.

METHODS 
To find out more about the graveyard, I research at Aberystwyth library also Lampeter historic web page for dates. I spoke with the daughter of the deceased Anna Soloducha and found out how and when she came to the area and her family story.
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RESULTS
Anna Soloducha came from Ukraine born on August 5th, 1924
Died on October 29th, 1989.
 At the age of 16 she was taken from her family home by German soldiers. At that time, they came around to homes to take the eldest daughter, as her eldest sister was not home, they took Anna to a German war camp where she was made to work, while she was there, she met her husband a polish man named Phillip who worked with the horses on the camp. Soon after she became pregnant, she had a child in the German camp, many months after she had a chance to go back to her home in Ukraine, but this was not possible as she had a child out of marriage and, he was polish, they decided to go to Oxford where they worked on a farm for 2years then came to wales to a village called Llangybi where they bought a small farm. In that time there was many polish people in the area, and they had a tight community where they all met at the polish house in Lampeter each week. She was baptised as an orthodox but had to change to be catholic. She was not accepted in the polish community nether by her husband and he left her with 3 children.  She never seen her parents again as in those times it was hard to trace or get in contact, her sister found her in 1976 and told her that their parents had died many years ago.

 She died at the age of 65yrs from cancer which she fought from the age of 31yrs, she had her funeral at the catholic church St Marys Lampeter. She still has family in the area her daughter and grandchildren which visit here graveside regularly.
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DISCUSSION

The gravestone shows a Russian orthodox cross for her religion although she had her service in a catholic church.
 Also, it says she was a mother and a grandmother, and she will be close to their hearts. Annas birth name was Pazesko, although she was no longer with her husband for many years they never divorced as this was looked down on in the catholic church so as we can see from the gravestone, she kept her surname by marriage, but it does no say husband on the scriptof the head stone.
The letters around the cross means ‘Jesus Christ is victorious’
 “The top bar is the title-board which Pilate ordered to be hung in mockery over Christ’s head on the Cross.” (“An Explanation of the Three-Bar Cross — Church of the Nativity”) (Russian orthodox old rite)
The slanted middle bar is where his hands were nailed
The slanted bottom bar is the footrest, where Jesuses feet were nailed
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 The cross of the Russian Orthodox 
The Russian Orthodox cross (in Russian use only) is a variation of the Christian cross since the 16th century in Russia, although it has some similarity to a cross with a bottom crossbeam slanted the other way (upwards) found since the 6th century in the Byzantine Empire. “The Russian cross has three horizontal crossbeams, with the lowest one slanted downwards.” (“Russian Orthodox cross - Wikipedia”) (“Russian Orthodox cross - Wikipedia”) (“Russian Orthodox cross - Wikipedia”)  


During the report I found out that Anna soloducha was a strong lady, that although she had a challenging time she pushed forward and did not give up and gave a good life to her three children and run a farm single handed and even now when her name is mentioned in the area she is still remembered for her strength and kindness and hard work.
When I go to the graveyard to see my grandmother, I find it warming and a peaceful place to visit. 
When Anna Soloducha was alive, she was not welcomed into the polish community, since her burial the polish always put a candle on her grave each year which also symbolizes to me that she is part of the community, which shows that as years go by people are more accepting of where you come from.
How times have changed from now since then where things and ways were looked down on are not so much now, but in the religion side I would say it is still terribly similar but more talked about in papers, social media then back then. Example: ‘Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholics are the result of what is known as the East-West Schism (or Great Schism) of 1054, when medieval Christianity split into two branches. (www.dummies)
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