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Using Examples, Evaluate Contemporary Media Representations of Islam and Muslims in Western Contexts (1000).
Since 9/11 the western media has played a significant role in developing a negative portrayal of Muslims.[footnoteRef:1] This essay shall discuss whether contemporary western media presents a fair representation of Muslims.   [1:  Ahmed 2005:109. The Runnymede Trust 1997:20.] 


Western media has intensely covered Islamic attacks reminding the public of the constant threat they pose.[footnoteRef:2] They report cases portraying Muslims with warped ideologies creating suspicion and uncertainty amongst those living in the West. During the Boston Marathon bombings in 2013 the American news focused upon their radicalization, providing a scene of good against evil but also the West against Islam reinforcing American support of President Trump’s ban of Muslims from 6 countries from entering the United States.[footnoteRef:3] This shows the impact media can have on public opinion and politics.  [2:  For example Fox News produced a timeline of all the 2017 terrorist attacks on the West including New York truck attack, Barcelona van incident, Manchester Arena attack, Westminster Bridge and the Louvre attack (Singman 2017, Fox News 1st November 2017).]  [3:  Kibria, Watson and Selod 2017:202. ] 


Social media has more impact when spreading messages. German AfD politician Beatrix von Storch promoted anti-Islamic hate, tweeting the German police to ‘appease the barbaric, Muslim, rapist hordes of men’.[footnoteRef:4] The Chief of Staff to Hungary’s Prime Minister posted on Facebook a video claiming Muslim immigrants in Austria were creating crime.[footnoteRef:5] Also in 2008 Geert Wilders, a Dutch member of parliament, uploaded an anti-Islamic video on YouTube called Fitna to portray Islam as dangerous.[footnoteRef:6] Therefore politicians can use social media as a platform to reinforce the concept of Islam being a threat.  [4:  Nasr 2018, The Independent 2nd January 2018.  ]  [5:  Reuters Staff 2018, Reuters 7th March 2018. 	]  [6:  Vis, van Zoonen and Mihelj 2011:110. ] 


More people are using social media instead of traditional types of media which is affecting people’s involvement in politics.[footnoteRef:7] The most notable political leader to frequently use Twitter is President Trump. Although not an articulate public speaker, he quickly uses Twitter to spread his concepts. Trump frequently refers to ‘Fake News’ to his 51.1 Million followers.[footnoteRef:8]  His speech implies that the media are wrong and that he in the moment unedited speaks the truth.  [7:  BBC News 2018. BBC News 12th January 2018.  ]  [8:  Trump 2018. ] 


Trump’s Twitter account (see Appendix 1) views Islamic countries as promoting terrorism without human rights. This evidently was strengthened by his tweets of anti-Islamic videos to stop Muslims from entering the United States.[footnoteRef:9] After discovering that these far-right videos were from the United Kingdom, Theresa May quickly condemned his tweets, only for Trump to tweet back claiming that the United Kingdom should focus on their own ‘Radical Islamic Terrorism’.[footnoteRef:10]  [9:  Baker and Sullivan 2017, The New York Times 29th November 2017. ]  [10:  Baker and Sullivan 2017, The New York Times 29th November 2017.] 


It is questionable whether Trump’s statements are supported by tangible facts. Islamic depictions within the media are constructed using observations instead of accurate representations.[footnoteRef:11] In 2005 the Kuwait government compiled a report into Muslim representation within western media and discovered that Islam is unfairly represented as creating extremists, jihadi terrorists which are anti-American.[footnoteRef:12] Therefore Trump’s messages can sway public opinion through suggestion based on ideologies gathered from anti-Muslim material.  [11:  Poole 2009:41. ]  [12:  See The Guardian 2005, 14th November 2005.  ] 


After the Westminster terror attack in London an individual tweeted an image of a Muslim woman gazing at her phone whilst walking past a victim, this was used by anti-Muslim activists within the United Kingdom and the United States on anti-Islamic blogs.[footnoteRef:13] The Muslim lady is the focus of the picture whose posture and hand gesture implies ignorance and detachment. However the photographer defended the woman saying she was just as horrified and confused as everybody else.[footnoteRef:14] In this context social media was used to distort the facts to tarnish an innocent Muslim. Twitter accounts have been analysed for their anti-Muslim content and the figures are staggering especially for the United Kingdom.[footnoteRef:15]  It must be recognized that the internet is full of bias.[footnoteRef:16] The media presents and spreads a dangerous image of Islam.[footnoteRef:17] For example The Mail online was forced to remove numerous incorrect Muslim stories.[footnoteRef:18] Exaggeration sells stories particularly online where shocking clickbait headlines are used to gain readers.[footnoteRef:19] It seems that positive Muslim occurrences appear to go unnoticed.[footnoteRef:20] [13:  Mortimer 2017, The Independent 13th November 2017.  Hunt and Pegg 2017, The Guardian 24th March 2017. To see instances where and how this image was reused see Hope not Hate 2018. ]  [14:  Mortimer 2017, The Independent 13th November 2017.  The Muslim woman used Tell Mama group to inform the public of what had happened (Hunt and Pegg 2017, The Guardian 24th March 2017).	]  [15:  See Centre for the Analysis of Social Media, Demos 2016 and Hope not Hate 2018. ]  [16:  Khan 2014:45. ]  [17:  Shadid and van Koningsveld 2002:174, 188. ]  [18:  A Muslim gang were identified as the culprits for cutting the tyres on an immigration van, however the Mail on Sunday had to apologize and re-write the story online as it was unknown who had committed the offence (Versi 2015. The Guardian 23rd September 2015). Also see Versi 2015, The Guardian 23rd September 2015 for further examples. ]  [19:  Versi 2015. The Guardian 23rd September 2015.]  [20:  Agha 2000:222. ] 


[bookmark: _Hlk510517535] Facebook is also another social media platform where people can exchange ideas. In Germany Anas Modamani’s image was used to suggest he was responsible for the attacks in Brussels and Berlin.[footnoteRef:21] In this instance Facebook has been used to promote terror by using an image of an innocent Muslim.  Islam is perceived as inferior, acting as an aggressor to oppose and hate the West.[footnoteRef:22] In Stockholm 2014 a Round Table convention addressed that online messages are reflecting Muslims as threatening and intentionally breeding to outnumber Europeans to make Europe ‘Eurabia’.[footnoteRef:23] [21:  Evans 2017, BBC News 18th September 2017.]  [22:  Said 1997:xxv. Poole 2000:158. ]  [23:  Ullenhag 2014.] 


There is also an American Facebook page with a similar message, showing an image of a woman in a burqa with a bomb instead of a pregnancy bump claiming that Americans should stop Islam from taking over America.[footnoteRef:24] This image is intentionally shocking. Islam is perceived from an Orientalist perspective as fundamental, irrational, extreme, threatening, barbaric and destructive.[footnoteRef:25] Muslims are portrayed as being anti-Israel and a threat to Christianity.[footnoteRef:26]  [24:  Corbin 2017, AboutIslam 5th September 2017.   ]  [25:  Said 1997:xiii, xvi. Shadid and van Koningsveld 2002:174. Poole 2000:157. Said 1995:59.  ]  [26:  Said 1997:xlvii, 5. Agha 2000:219. ] 


YouTube is also another social media platform which one can upload videos. A United States video called ‘Innocence of Muslims’ portrays Muhammad as a deceitful womanizer, this was left upon YouTube regardless of the outcry and its offence to Muslims.[footnoteRef:27] Since Muhammad had been previously mockingly portrayed in cartoons within European magazines it is evident that this video would be offensive.[footnoteRef:28]  [27:  The Telegraph (BST) 2012, 13th September 2012. Economic and Political Weekly 2012:7. ]  [28:  Khan 2014:47. These papers include German paper Der Spiegel, Danish Jyllands Posten and Lars Vilks, French Charlie Hebdo which portrayed Muhammad, sometimes with reference to terrorism (Khan 2014:47-48). ] 

Social media such as Twitter, Facebook and YouTube enable hate messages and images to circulate globally. Hope not Hate Organization founded in 2004 London has recognized the number of anti-Muslim far-right social media accounts which are gaining more interest.[footnoteRef:29] Recently the Sri Lankan government had to shut down all social media as people were using it to harm and promote aggression towards Sri Lankan Muslims.[footnoteRef:30] In October 2017 Germany implemented Netzwerkdurchsetzungsgesetz forcing social networking companies to remove illegal content or face fines.[footnoteRef:31] This however has been seen as an infringement on freedom of speech.[footnoteRef:32]    [29:  Hope not Hate 2018. For example Pamela Geller’s account in the United States (Hope not Hate 2018). ]  [30:  Kozlowska 2018, Quartz 7th March 2018. ]  [31:  Evans 2017, BBC News 18th September 2017.]  [32:  Evans 2017, BBC News 18th September 2017.] 


Western contemporary media has developed a negative image of Islam suggesting it is an ideology based on terrorism and anti-West. This tool can be abused to sway the masses to believe this concept. Social media is becoming an environment where anti-Islamic groups unify, exchange and promote these ideologies globally to create a distorted image of Islam. This can be a dangerous catalyst creating divisions, suspicion and fear in a rapidly changing world.
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Appendix 1:- Some of Trumps tweets regarding Islam and the media (Acquired from Trump 2018).  
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HAPPY NEW YEAR! We are MAKING AMERICA GREAT AGAIN, and much faster
than anyone thought possible!
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Donald J. Trump & @realDonaldTrump - 31 Dec 2017 v
As our Country rapidly grows stronger and smarter, | want to wish all of my
friends, supporters, enemies, haters, and even the very dishonest Fake News
Media, a Happy and Healthy New Year. 2018 will be a great year for Americal
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Donald J. Trump & @realDonaldTrump - 31 Dec 2017 v
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more of your great folks and will build the desperately needed WALL!
@foxandfriends

QO ex 1T uk O ek

Donald J. Trump & @realDonaldTrump - Jan 2 v
Crooked Hillary Clinton’s top aid, Huma Abedin, has been accused of disregarding
basic security protocols. She put Classified Passwords into the hands of foreign
‘agents. Remember sailors pictures on submarine? Jail! Deep State Justice Dept
must finally act? Also on Comey & others
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Donald J. Trump & @realDonaldTrump - Jan 2 v
The people of Iran are finally acting against the brutal and corrupt Iranian regime.
Al of the money that President Obama so foolishly gave them went into terrorism
and into their “pockets.” The people have little food, big inflation and no human
rights. The U.S. is watching!
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Donald J. Trump & @rezlDonaldTrump - Jan 1 v
Will be leaving Florida for Washington (D.C) today at 4:00 P.M. Much work to be
done, but it will be a great New Year!
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Donald J. Trump & @rezlDonaldTrump - Jan 1 v
Iran s failing at every level despite the terrible deal made with them by the
Obama Administration. The great Iranian people have been repressed for many
years. They are hungry for food & for freedom. Along with human rights, the
wealth of Iran is being looted. TIME FOR CHANGE!
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Donald J. Trump @
Eric Trump on @foxandfriends now!
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Donald J. Trump @
we need to keep America safe, including moving away from a random chain
migration and lottery system, to one that is merit-based.

Executive Order 13780: Protecting the Nation From...

On March 6, 2017, President Donald J. Trump issued
Executive Order 13780, Protecting the Nation from
Foreign Terrorist Entry into the United States, which de.
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Donald J. Trump & @realDonaldTrump - Jan 16 v

New report from DOJ & DHS shows that nearly 3 in 4 individuals convicted of
terrorism-related charges are foreign-born. We have submitted to Congress a list
of resources and reforms..
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