Understanding the Purpose of an Abstract
· Mini-Summary: An abstract provides a concise overview of your entire research project, including its purpose, method, key findings, and implications.
· Decision-Making Tool: Busy readers, researchers, and conference reviewers often use abstracts to quickly determine if the full paper is relevant to their area of interest.
Types of Abstracts
· Descriptive: Outlines the purpose, scope, and methods of your research. It doesn't state specific results or conclusions. More common in the humanities.
· Informative: Includes all the elements of a descriptive abstract, PLUS the main results and conclusions are explicitly stated. Common in sciences and social sciences.
Essential Elements of an Informative Abstract
1. Problem Statement: Briefly introduce the research question or issue you are addressing. What gap in knowledge are you filling?
2. Purpose: State the aims and objectives of your research, what you wanted to achieve.
3. Methodology: Summarize the main research methods and techniques you employed (e.g., experiment design, survey sample size, qualitative analysis framework).
4. Results: Highlight the key findings or outcomes of your research. Be specific and include relevant data if possible.
5. Conclusions: State the main implications and broader significance of your findings. What new insights have you gained?
Additional Tips
· Word Count: Abstracts are usually short (150-300 words). Check any specific guidelines.
· Keywords: Include a few key terms after the abstract to aid in indexing and searching.
· Stand-Alone: Your abstract should make sense even if someone hasn't read your whole paper.
· Avoid Jargon: Write in plain language that can be understood by a broader audience.
· Active Voice: Use strong verbs (e.g., "This study investigated..." rather than "The investigation was conducted...").
· Proofread! A well-crafted abstract demonstrates attention to detail and professionalism.
· NO NEW INFORMATION!
Example
Let's imagine a study on the effectiveness of a new reading intervention program for struggling students:
Abstract: This study evaluated the impact of a phonics-based reading intervention program on the reading fluency of elementary students identified as reading below grade level. A randomized controlled trial was conducted with 100 students, divided into an experimental group (receiving the intervention) and a control group. Data were collected using a standardized reading fluency assessment at baseline, mid-intervention, and post-intervention. Results showed statistically significant improvement in reading fluency scores for the experimental group compared to the control group. These findings suggest that the phonics-based intervention is effective in improving reading fluency for struggling students, offering potential benefits for educators and early literacy initiatives.
Let's Break it Down
· Problem Statement: Implicitly suggests the problem of students reading below grade level.
· Purpose: Clearly stated as evaluating the impact of an intervention.
· Methodology: Describes the experimental design, sample size, and data collection method.
· Results: Provides specific outcomes with the mention of statistical significance.
· Conclusions: Interprets findings as evidence of the intervention's effectiveness.

