Assignment 2 Gobbet 
Artificial Intelligence in Military Applications
Context
The paper was written by Niklas Masuhr, a member of the Global Security Team, working on contemporary conflicts, defence policies and military strategies for the Center for Security Studies (CSS). The paper discusses the potential advantages and disadvantages of introducing artificial intelligence into military operations including training, organization and strategic decision making. 
Content
The first section of the paper explains the interest around the technology, and that Russian President Vladimir Putin strongly believes that artificial intelligence would soon become vitally important to “ruling the world”. As the technology stands however, it appears to be a long way from but has the ability to completely change the way wars are fought and decisions are made once giant developments are made. 

Using the most commonly known subcategory of AI, machine learning, the author details how recent technological breakthroughs in computing power has allowed progress in this field by using facilities such as facial recognition, AI players in video games and computer algorithms to generate accurate predictions. Although improvements have been made in machine learning capabilities, these have been in narrow fields. This would mean that the technology becomes more efficient at its own task, not necessarily doing a new one on their own. There is a focus on automation of weapons platforms that can identify and attack platforms independently, but the breakthroughs in machining learning alone are believed to be insufficient and would rely on further development of sensors and robotics alongside.  

With a significant dataset, the author details the technologies’ ability to be able to make difficult decisions fast, without bias or emotions. This could greatly compliment human assessments meaning that situations could be understood and responded to faster and more appropriately than ever. 

The one area of AI integration that I do agree is ready and suitable for military use is training. Using information captured from real life events and up-to-date data on current threats, the soldiers could be digitally immersed into specific and relevant environments and assessed on several aspects, rather than just the end result. 
Assessment of Significance 
Realistically, the assumption that AI will support the armed forces in collecting, categorizing, interpreting, and analyzing data better than they are already doing is increasingly likely. Wars are fought very differently now, and with the advances in guidance and propulsion technology the requirement for instant and accurate decision making, alongside immersive training for soldiers cannot be ignored. 
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