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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: A study of the publics perception of policing in the UK and how this influences police officers performance. 
INTRODUCTION:

For many years, policing has come under great scrutiny by the public. There have been a lot of allegations of corruption, racism, and abuse of authority which has made the public question whether the police are trustworthy. There is previous research surrounding whether the public have confidence in the police and recent statistics by Isabelle Kirk (2022) show that in the last two years alone, the publics confidence in the police has dropped dramatically and the amount of public who believe the police are performing badly has risen from 15% to 37%. 

Although there is some research on this matter already, a lot of this consists of statistics and does not elaborate on the causes and affects of the decrease in confidence of the police in the UK. There have been many significant incidents over the past three years which may have changed the publics opinion such as, the head of MET police Cressida Dick resigning, COVID 19 pandemic and the governments response to this and the Black Lives Matter movement. 

The research conducted in this dissertation will be understanding if there is a consensus that public confidence in policing is reducing and exploring the reasons why this is the case. This research will also evaluate how the publics opinion on policing effects the performance of officers and police forces.

232 words


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The initial objective of this proposal topic is to understand how the public perceive the police whether that be good or bad. To do this I will be referring to previous surveys conducted on this subject and comparing them to my own. 

The second objective will be looking at influences of public opinion. This will include analysing how the media portray the police forces across the UK. I will also review what affect major police incidents that occur internationally affect the publics opinion on the UK police force, for instance, the Black Lives Matter movement. 

The third and final objective is to evaluate how the publics perception of the police would effect police officers carrying out their role in protecting the public and fighting crime.  



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

As previously stated, there are many surveys conducted by different organisations to understand if the public have confidence in policing which will be analysed as part of the research. The Independent Office for Police Conduct (2020) is one authority that conducts yearly surveys specifically about the publics perception. These surveys relate more to the IOPC’s performance more than the police themselves, however the surveys do question the public on their opinion of how the police deal with complaints and if they are likely to make a complaint against the police. This will be beneficial to my research as I can compare results from previous surveys to the one, I will be conducting. 

Other key literature I will be reviewing will be different news articles and government reports surrounding police misconduct and major events that have resorted in the public questioning the police. One news article released by BBC News (2014) reported on several incidents that involved misconduct by the police on different occasions. This report put the police in a very negative light but did not relay any context to these incidents. This will be analysed in the dissertation to understand if the media are a contributing factor to the public having a negative or positive perception of the police. 

Other literature available are journals and previous dissertations completed navigating this subject. Awan, Brookes, Powell & Stanwell (2018) have focused on what the police can do to increase the publics satisfaction whereas an article produced by Colbran (2018) talks about the media, social media and the effects on the police. These topics are capturing the content that will be the focus of this dissertation, however they were published four years ago and so a more recent opinions will be researched.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The research methods that will be used are questionnaires. These questionnaires will consist of between 15 - 30 questions and will mainly include multiple choice. The reason for choosing this option is for convenience as they are less time consuming for the participants. 



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

This research will have two target participants. Half of the participants will be working police officers. The second group of participants will be members of the public, ideally this group will consist of different ethnic backgrounds and of all ages above the age of 18. 

This will help me analyse how the public and police officers’ thoughts on perception of the police differ and will also assist me in understanding if individuals of foreign ethnicity have a different perception to those of white and British nationality. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I will be asking for the participants to disclose their ethnicity and age bracket at the beginning of the questionnaire, but it is likely that some individuals would not be comfortable with this. To accommodate to peoples wishes, an option to not give this information will be included. 
There are no other ethical problems as a result of my research.


	TIME SCALE:
Start date – 21st November 2022
End date – 31st July 2022
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