3 Core Functions of an Introduction
1. Hook Your Reader: Grab their attention and make them want to read more.
2. Provide Context: Briefly set the scene by introducing your topic, outlining its importance, or defining key terms.
3. State your Thesis: Clearly present your main argument, claim, or the central question you'll be addressing.
Strategies to Hook Your Reader
· Provocative Question: Pose a question that sparks interest or challenges common assumptions.
· Surprising Statistic or Fact: Share a relevant and unexpected piece of information.
· Powerful Quote: Select a meaningful quote that directly connects to your topic.
· Vivid Anecdote: Tell a brief story that illustrates the issue you'll be exploring.
· Problem Statement: Clearly articulate a problem your work will address.
Tips for the Body of Your Introduction
· Stay Brief: Keep your introduction proportional to the overall length of your work. A few paragraphs are usually sufficient.
· Establish Relevance: Explain why your topic is significant or worth exploring.
· Thesis Statement: Make your central claim crystal clear. This is the roadmap for your entire paper.
· Transition: Link your introductory ideas smoothly to the main body of your work.
Example
Let's say your topic is the impact of social media on adolescent self-esteem:
In a world saturated with filtered images and curated online personas, it's easy to wonder: Does endless scrolling on social media affect how teenagers view themselves? Research suggests this constant comparison can have negative consequences for young people's self-esteem. This paper will explore the complex relationship between social media usage, self-image, and strategies for promoting healthy online engagement among adolescents.
Key Takeaways
· Your Introduction Evolves: Don't stress if this doesn't flow perfectly at first. It often becomes clearer as you write the rest of your paper.
· Consider Your Audience: Adjust your level of formality and choice of hook accordingly.

