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ECPS6001: Psychology Empirical Project
Research Proposal

Assessment Component 1: Research proposal (1,000 words) worth 10% of the overall module mark for the Psychology Empirical Project. The proposal form will be marked in line with the Level Six Grading Rubric. The boxes below will expand as you type.  
	Student Name and University ID number:
	Jedilcia Naira Da Costa (1902317)

	Proposed Supervisor’s name:
	Judith Marshall





Psychology Research Area (tick all that apply) 


	Social Psychology 
	Developmental Psychology 

	Biological Psychology 
	Forensic Psychology 

	Health Psychology 

	Individual Differences 

	Educational Psychology 
	Political Psychology 

	Cognitive Psychology 

	Clinical Psychology 
	Counselling Psychology 
	Occupational Psychology 

	Other:  indicate briefly (not included in word count)




Proposed Study Design (tick all that apply) 


	Quantitative 

	Experimental 
	Applied (with UWTSD students 

	Online Questionnaire Survey 

	Qualitative 

	Quasi Experimental 


	Focus Groups
	Online  


	Mixed Methods 

	Applied (with external organisation) 
	Interviews 



	Lab-based study 

	If Applied, and involving an external organisation, please indicate your plans for gaining appropriate approvals from the organisation: (not included in the word count)






	Other study design: indicate briefly (not included in word count)




	Suggested Research Title/Area: (between 10-15 words and must reflect the essence of your proposed research question, study design and study population and should be more specific than a broad topic area).

The significance of media's stereotyped representations of young offenders.





	Background: 250 words 
Why is your study important? What theory and empirical research evidence supports your research question? (Please provide a rationale for your study including a brief review of relevant psychological literature and theory and a minimum of five references). 

Media selectively covers issues with youth crime while omitting the context of actual offender rates. Vandalism and shoplifting declined between 1995 and 1997, however Mattinson and Mirrlees-Black (2000) point out that societal views of youth delinquency did not change at the same rate. A large number of assaults are reported to be committed by youths as they are more inclined to get into conflicts (Palmer and Farmer, 2002). Frequent illegal purchases like drugs and alcohol are common by utilising false identification and committing other crimes like theft, as explained by Schwartz et al (1998). Violent crimes, sexual and status offences like sending sexts containing pornographic images or stealing are all quite widespread. According to Tate et al (1995), the current approaches to working with young offenders in the criminal justice system centres around offenders’ rehabilitation programmes, which have shown to be successful in the UK. Since 2003, a decline of 82% was reported in youngsters enrolled into the justice system and 61% decrease of those prosecuted in court in 2007 (Andrews and Bonta, 2010). However, a small minority of the public argues that juvenile criminals ought to be punished in order to prevent reoffending and endanger communities (Fagan and Meares, 2008). Opposing viewpoints identify that young criminals should be released once they pose no threat to the public or themselves since imprisonment causes more damage (Fagan, 2010). Media often focuses on the rare spectacular actions which do not accurately portray the image of young offenders (Roberts and Hough, 2005). This has a significantly negative influence on how the public regard young offenders since these practices raise to the public's attention thoughts and feelings that would not have been explored in the past and create a negative outlook on society and its criminals.
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	Please state the main research question(s) or hypotheses(s): (100 words max)

The significance of media's stereotyped representations of young offenders.




Methodological Details (500 words) 

	Please summarise the key methodological approach: (you can include copies of proposed study materials as appendices if you wish). You must include details of the following:
· Participants: Who will your participants be, how will you access and recruit them, and how many are needed? 
· Design: Using appropriate terminology clearly define key elements of your design (IVs, DVs, Qual approach, expt. manipulations etc).  How do you plan to analyse your main data? 
· Materials: What are the main measures, scales, experimental tools or other materials required for your study? 
· Procedure: How will you carry out the study – define briefly what will happen to a participant in your study from the point of consent to the study debrief.



Participants
The participants for this study will be undergraduate students aged 18 or over studying a Psychology related course at UWTSD who will be recruited using the Experimental Management System (EMS) in exchange for credit points. Each focus group will aim to have between five and eight participants to gather enough data to ensure a variety of perspectives.

Design
Thematic analysis (Braun and Clarke, 2013) will be used to comprehend the fundamental themes when collecting adequate data to construct specific sub-themes. The main data will be observed and collected within each focus group using an audio recorder. Braun and Clarke (2013), as well as Smith and Firth (2011), differentiate three main qualitative theme analysis techniques: coding reliability, codebook, and reflexive. As a consequence of in-depth information and rich data, the interviews will be transcribed.


Materials
At the outset, participants will be given an information sheet outlining the study's main purpose and goals. To get valid permission, a consent form explaining the key ethical and data protection aims of the research study will be created and distributed to every participant. To participate, participants must sign the consent form. They will be informed that an audio recorder will be utilized throughout the study to collect the required data and information with the support of interview questions and newspaper items including previous headlines, news media items such as photographs, video clips/licensed CCTV camera footage and opinion columns. Then, a debrief sheet will be created and provided to participants following the participation in the study, stating the purpose of the study and providing contact information for the researcher. 


Procedure
This research will be carried out in a university provided room in the IQ building. EMS will send an email to selected university students who have already enrolled in the study informing them of the study specifics, including location and time. All participants will be welcomed and shown to a seat where they will complete a consent form.  Participants will be asked to carefully read and sign the consent form to affirm that they understand the terms and conditions of the research and their willingness to participate. They will be notified that if they have any questions, they should contact the researcher at any time before or during the study. Participants will be informed that the interview will take place in a controlled and safe environment and will be recorded using an audio recorder. The study will involve the researcher presenting interview questions with supporting evidence to facilitate and engage a discussion regarding the topic of young offenders between participants. The different points of view and different perceptions will promote the communication and allow the collection of data. Finally, participants will be provided with a research debriefing sheet outlining the study's goal: to draw conclusions on the importance of media stereotyped representations of young offenders. This would clarify that the primary purpose was to investigate participants' understanding of the expression "young offenders" and its importance to them, as well as how such emotions and opinions impact their daily lives. Participants would be told that they may withdraw their data, which would then be anonymised, or consent that their data can be used in the study. Finally, the session will be completed and transcribed.























Key Ethical considerations (150 words)


	In this section you are required to briefly outline any specific ethical considerations for your project.  All projects will be expected to adhere to the BPS code of human research ethics, and you will need to submit a full ethics form which will document your specific processes for informed consent, debriefing, and data protection.  Here you need to briefly note additional or specific key ethical considerations for your particular project e.g. potential for distress or discomfort, any deception, research with vulnerable populations or sensitive topic areas, and briefly outline how you expect to manage these risks within your project. 


The research study will adhere to the BPS code of human research ethics following the completion and approval before the study takes place. Participants may be distressed by the interview questions, media items such as photographs and video clips, presented in the focus group interview. Before taking part, participants will be informed that some parts of the focus group discussion could cause discomfort. Participants will be advised that they are permitted to withdraw at any point if they become uncomfortable debating the subject. To protect and maintain participant privacy, personally identifying data from interviews will be collected but not included in the final findings. The study ensures that all physical, social, psychological, and other types of harm are kept to a minimal in order to keep participants safe at all times by exposing them too little to no harm.
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