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CHOICES AND DREAMS
Choosing to continue my studies was a personal ambition, because I was all ways thinking that I choose the shortcuts in my life, using practical approach, being a private business man and using logical thinking to take decisions, all this does not make me successful on long term. In fact, because of trusting too much in business partners, without a legal assurance and guaranties, ( word of honor and shaking hands to seal a deal was the trend of those times in Romania), I was close to bankruptcy, selling fast my business, barely saving 40% of my initial capital. Even I realize what I was doing wrong, the life does not give me the opportunity to fix it, just putting all behind me and promise myself that next time I will do it better, with proper knowledges. The decision to learn the techniques of making business was taken following a search, the government’s support make this decision easier.   Attending university studies  was one of my biggest dreams when I was in high school, the studies offer by University of Wales Trinity Saint David , an university with high reputation  in U.K, one of the 5th best universities, was perfect for my goals and future plans. However, the first year of university is not easy as most people would want it to be, I could feel even harder at my age (57 years old) to cope with all requirements. It is stressful to adopt a new life and adjust to the routine changes on campus, to put in right balance my professional work, social life and my studies. I have learned that university life has its ups and downs, and what matters is dealing rationally with stressful situations to avoid studies difficulties. Although adjusting to university life is challenging, I need  to be and I have become a reformed person through coping well with the new environment and requirements, make room in my life for all aspects of this new life. 
Transitioning from high school to university was a challenging experience for me,(all most 40 years between attended them), hard to understand and to cope with learning system in U.K (totally different, much more progressive and innovative than Romanian system), from the point of view of an working emigrant with a long life experience under communist era.  I thought my academic life on campus would be similar with high school, but I was mistaken. The assignments were much harder than at my previous level, the learning system was new and modern, based on interaction and working on computer, which is not my best skills, and the tests I encountered were worth more than they used to be. I performed poorly ( in my opinion) in my first examination on campus, but this motivated me to strive harder since I knew that I had the potential to attain the better grades.  I spent a lot of time learning to use computer, drafting, writing, and editing my papers in a continuous routine, starting from zero, aiming an improvement in every test that I did. My hopes are that I will pass my tests for my first term, aiming to improve continuously my level of understanding and learning.
The English lessons in high school helped me a lot in personal life and this new academic life, but I realize that my English level is low, poor vocabulary, I am reading a lot to improve this handicap, learning how to use academic writing for educational purposes, also to communicate day by day in personal life. Besides, I gained some knowledge about rhetoric, need to improve my vocabulary, is a huge “ must” to have good communication skills for best learning results, knowing that working in groups, continue interacting, need that at high level. Studying   Business Management at University of Wales Trinity Saint David is my reality now, this was, is and will be my unchangeable goal to became a leader and manager, successfully managing teams at work or in a private business as entrepreneur, for reaching that I must have possession of a full pack of transferable skills, good communication skills, ability to analyse facts and take good decisions, wide knowledge about economy and business. Life shows me that for any new project you all ways need help, also relying on critical judgment, friends can be a huge advantage, but being a new student with no connections between students, being part of a older generation than them, making new friends could be challenging and this made me find the assignments hard since I did not have close friends to help me out, to advice or to criticize my work, still struggling in gaining computer skills.. In most cases, I would  doubt whether I was well prepared for my new academic life, my age create a huge time gap between my generation and my colleagues generation, I was felt unwelcomed, even they treat with respect as they treat their parents, not too many common interests except university. Looking back to last 3 months I realize that I overloaded my timetable, could not find a good balance between my work and my studies. Most are the times when I wished that I had more guidance before joining university or to documenting better the learning system, learning tools, to have a better understanding of studies requests.
I always needed to get someone whom I would communicate with when I had questions. Although I underwent an orientation session after joining the campus, I felt that it was not enough since new questions popped through my mind every day, and I did not have people to answer.  Some students suggested that it was essential for the newcomers to have a website where they would ask questions regarding registration and other school issues, whereby they would receive answers. 
            Coronavirus pandemia became a” black” period of time in to all of us as society, causing so many deaths, contaminations, freezing the global economy, a huge effort to cope with this situation. I was having a hard time in my first term in university when class studies changed to online studies, Fortunately I remain healthy and active, continue my studies online and working hard in health and care, sometimes all most 100 hours/week. Being frustrated because I was really need a good start and support from teachers and colleagues in class, after so many years from when I finished high school, the online learning bring to me more challenges. I have lost my very few points of support, as talking one-to-one with my lecturers, direct contact with my colleagues and support officers. 
Support services are essential as they promote positive energy and relationships, helping and supporting students ,they could have aided me to succeed during my initial days and set a foundation for me to withstand the pressures of the new school environment, but contacting them in lockdown time (online courses) and changing e-mails for solving some issues of mine or get answers instead of talking to them directly does not make me feel confident.
The new life was stressful and overwhelming as I was trying to balance between personal life, family, studies and work. I can attribute such a challenge to poor time management. I was not efficiently conversant with the school programs, and I managed my time poorly, which made it difficult for me to keep track of my assignments. The class lessons were interesting and enlightening, with plenty of interaction with lecturer and colleagues, but does not take long enough in class, quickly changed to online learning because of lockdown. I was often unprepared for my assignments, and spending time alone made it more overwhelming for me since I also did not have a close friend with whom I would share my experience, also did not have enough time to have training for using computer or to improve my English. 
              I have learned different aspects of life from various individuals, some of which include culture and religions. I also had the chance to attain different opinions about how people live or view life. I always feel that the university experience turned out to be the best since I got a chance to interact with more people and broaden my knowledge and views. 
  I was trying, not very sure how much I succeed, to increase my team working capabilities. My work as key worker in care homes during Coronavirus pandemia does not allowed too much time off, working 12 hours every day , 5 days a week, was not the best for my studies, or to set a successful pattern for learning.
Since I enrolled for my college education, I have been residing off-campus, in a green borough, Greenwich. I was initially living with two couples, both of them fellow Romanians. Even two of them were students, they did not encourage me or support me with starting courses at university, trying to convince me that is too late for me to continue my studies at such an old age, so the opportunity to became a learning group, with collaborative and supportive activities , gaining and transferring skills and experience failed .
             The new university experience provided a fulfilling learning environment for me. The professors were outstanding and welcoming. They made me have the confidence that everything that I needed to learn would be availed to me. I liked asking questions in class since most of the concepts to which I was introduced were challenging. My lecturers offered me the explanations I needed, and this gave me the drive towards academic excellence. The learning experience also involved group works, which supposed to carry out different assignments and research, but because of changing class learning with online learning I did not have the chance for me to engage in critical thinking and promoted my learning experience and achievement. The group start enhance my communication skills at the beginning of courses, for short time, since every member was required to contribute towards the assignments and report back to the group. Participating in group tasks could enhanced my retention capabilities, and could made me attain better learning outcomes, I look forward in next temp (if Covid pandemia finished soon) to work close to my colleagues in work groups.


Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Enrolling for university studies was one of my most desires in life. It was the pivotal stage in time where I was able to make personal footprints and create a path for my success in my studies. The choices that I have made are determinants of my future success or failure. Initially, the experience in university life was challenging since I was confused about the new environment, which I was not accustomed to before. I also had several weeks of loneliness since I was all most lost in new status as student, which made it hard for me to make new friends, age it is a serious barrier for achieving that. However, as time passed, I became familiar with the university situation, and I finding new challenges. It was still challenging balancing between personal activities, professional life and academic assignments. I can say that I have made my university experience positive since I managed peer influence, which would have otherwise been detrimental to my academic performance. Learning has been interesting for me since my lecturers are considerate of every student's needs. Working in groups has enabled me to attain critical thinking skills, even this was for short time in class, which have been essential in both my personal and educational life, should make the university experience worthwhile in personal and academic life. Bringing to life personal goals need determination and strenght, desire to be leader of a group, to manage people, to administrate businesses and produce profits for organizations or for myself as entrepreneur cannot be done using only intuition, need a full pack of qualities, skills and knowledge provided by university studies .
