1600586                                                                                                                        Islam in the west
Emily Ruth Davies Stephens


“The ‘Islamophobia’ of the media has damaged Muslim communities in the UK.” Discuss this statement and its validity (or not), illustrating your response with examples drawn from your own reading of media sources.



[bookmark: _Hlk509710157]Islamophobia is a fundamentally important problem facing Muslims in Britain today. Whereby Muslim communities in Britain in the realm of socio-economic and socio-political spheres are negatively and detrimentally daily suffering the consequences of global attacks and affairs like the rise of the Islamic state and allegations of extremists. Such terrorist attacks which have dominated mainstream media worldwide has led to Islam being associated with terrorism. As a result, this negative portrayal of Muslims in the media has caused the amount of hate crime towards Muslims to increase drastically. Primarily due to the impact of the way ‘trigger’ events in Britain are negatively presented in the media such as the recent Manchester arena attack and the London bridge attack that happened during the summer of 2017. Subsequently, habitually leading to Muslims fearing for their safety as they are often made to feel isolated as well as a sense of guilt and responsibility for the actions of extremists because of their similar identity even though they do not condone terrorist behaviour. Tell mama a anti-Muslim prejudice monitoring site in Britain “recorded a 47% rise in the number of street-based incidents.”[footnoteRef:2] Therefore, there is evidently an obvious superiority over western civilisation over and above Islamic civilisations according to Edward Said’s theory of orientalism.[footnoteRef:3] This theory establishes much of the foundation of Islamophobia whereby Edward Said outlined the notion of “the other” and our superiority over the East. As a result, this concept effectively, established inequality and the ideology that Muslims are different from us, leading to a kind of us and them mentality which naturally leads to Muslims in Britain feeling isolated. Said argued that stereotyping became a justification for the colonisation of the west of eastern countries believing a somewhat barbaric and irrational view that the western culture is somewhat superior.[footnoteRef:4] [2:  TELL MAMA. (2018). A Constructed Threat: Identity, Intolerance and the Impact of Anti-Muslim Hatred , Tell MAMA Annual Report 2016.. [online] Available at: https://tellmamauk.org/constructed-threat-identity-intolerance-impact-anti-muslim-hatred-tell-mama-annual-report-2016/ [Accessed 26 Mar. 2018]. ]  [3:  Allen, Chris. (2010). Islamophobia. Farnham: Taylor and Francis. Page 4.]  [4:  Allen, Chris. (2010). Islamophobia. Farnham: Taylor and Francis. Page 31.] 


That aside, anti-Muslim prejudice was first introduced as the concept “Islamophobia” by the UK’s 1997 Runnymede report entitled “Islamophobia: a challenge for us all: report of the Runnymede trust commission on British Muslims and Islamophobia.”[footnoteRef:5] The report discussed the ‘unfair discrimination against Muslim individuals, communities and exclusion of Muslims from mainstream political and social affairs’. [footnoteRef:6] The Runnymede report played an instrumental role in gaining a far greater prevalence and awareness about Islamophobia across both public and political spaces which highlighted a very real and dangerous phenomenon for Muslims. Whereby, the report recognised the first major evidence-based report on such a pervasive feature of British society which has subsequently shaped much academic thought. The reason why the Runnymede report came about is that of Salman Rushdie’s book the satanic verses which sparked many protests within the Muslim communities at the time as the Rushdie affair at the time implemented a significant threat to western liberal values. [footnoteRef:7] However, the way in which the report tackles Islamophobia is very unresolved as it doesn’t seem to give a clear-cut definition of Islamophobia. According to Chris Allen, “Islamophobia becomes reduced to a phenomenon that is both overly simplistic and largely superficial, defined more by characteristics of the victims than the motivation and purpose of the perpetrators themselves.” [footnoteRef:8] Therefore, essentially leading to a multitude of misunderstandings and misrepresentations. Although, the Runnymede report was distinctly vague, flawed and unresolved when defining Islamophobia, the Runnymede report has still unsurprisingly influenced shaping the discourse and narrative of Islamophobia because twenty-one years later it is still a major problem in Britain and across the world. Also, Islamophobia is a highly discussed and pervasive topic among British society and the media, especially among political spheres. [footnoteRef:9]  [5:  Allen, Chris. (2010). Islamophobia. Farnham: Taylor and Francis. Page 3.]  [6:  Tellmamauk.org. (2018). [online] Available at: https://www.tellmamauk.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/finalreport.pdf [Accessed 26 Mar. 2018].]  [7:  Allen, Chris. (2010). Islamophobia. Farnham: Taylor and Francis. Page 60.]  [8:  Allen, Chris. (2010). Islamophobia. Farnham: Taylor and Francis. Page 80.]  [9:  Allen, Chris. (2010). Islamophobia. Farnham: Taylor and Francis. Page 60. ] 



To elaborate, a pivotal manifesto of the Runnymede report’s notion of Islamophobia was the concept of the ‘closed’ and ‘open’ views. [footnoteRef:10]However, the Runnymede Islamophobia eventually became known and recognised for just its closed views. Therefore, Islam was viewed as monolithic and again drawing on Edward Said’s orientalism concept of the other as well as the westernised superiority. As a result, these negative closed view stereotypes and notions become much more identifiable, especially among media platforms. As a result, the Runnymede reports views of Islamophobia were at their most prevalent and beneficial in the media with much concerning improving media representation of Muslims because now people were able to identify negative Islamophobic stereotypes. However, even though the Runnymede report helped identify Islamophobic negative stereotypes and behaviour “the amount of coverage relating to Muslims and Islam in the British press has still increased by almost 270% in the past decade. Of this, just over 90% of this dramatic increase is entirely negative and typically rooted in stories relating to war, terrorism, threat, violence and crisis.”[footnoteRef:11]The media influences the formulation and establishment of popular views and attitudes in society in a rather colossal way. Therefore, it is no doubt the same when negative and biased opinions and stereotypes of Muslims are displayed in the media which undoubtedly affects the Islamophobic attitude of people in the UK. These stereotypical representations in the media were especially prevalent during 1990, and the “trigger event” of the 11 September 2001 and since there has been a tremendously overwhelming increase in numbers of negative stereotypes reinforced in the media. Consequently, people are becoming more and more brainwashed by Islamophobic behaviour they are absorbing online thus developing warped and twisted views. When researching and understanding the opinions of Muslim communities about Islamophobia, I gathered that even Muslims in Britain feel that the primary motive for their sustained existence as an unaccepted and often loathed minority is based on the portrayal of Muslims in the media. [footnoteRef:12] [10:  Mywf.org.uk. (2018). [online] Available at: http://www.mywf.org.uk/uploads/projects/borderlines/Archive/2007/Decade_of_Islamophobia.pdf [Accessed 26 Mar. 2018].]  [11:  Mywf.org.uk. (2018). [online] Available at: http://www.mywf.org.uk/uploads/projects/borderlines/Archive/2007/Decade_of_Islamophobia.pdf [Accessed 26 Mar. 2018]. Page 8.]  [12:  YouTube. (2018). Islamophobia and the British Media | 2016 | Documentary. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z9mMX38JmF8 [Accessed 28 Mar. 2018].] 


Furthermore, I agree with the above statement as I feel that the British media is very biased and unfair when portraying Muslims. Whereby, “Muslims involved in crime will more likely make the news than other activists, essentially promoting the idea of a criminal culture amongst Muslims.”[footnoteRef:13] Subsequently, how news reports exploit and use the situation as a pretext to launch attacks on Muslims and to perpetuate negative stereotypes obviously has tangible consequences on Muslims in the UK. Also, another crucial catalyst for the justification and contribution of Islamophobic behaviour is not just perpetuated through traditional media channels such as newspapers but from a space that we traditionally consider creative and imaginative. Whereby Islamophobia is becoming immune to British citizens through the entertainment industry. For example, television shows, cartoons and films such as homeland, Aladdin, south park and 24 have the power to encourage and justify Islamophobic behaviour or attitudes as well as reinforcing negative stereotypes. Thus, throughout such tv shows, cartoons or films like these negative stereotypes are reinforced and Muslims are portrayed as the enemy, a threat, misogynistic or terrorists. However, heroic Muslims such as​ Tawqeer Rashid, Sam Arshad and Zaffer Khan who were pivotal contributors to the support and help during the aftermath of the Manchester arena attack. Such heroic Muslims are often uncredited or underrepresented in the media. However, what especially makes such Islamophobic stereotypes perpetuated through this such media platforms worrying is the concerningly young target audience for these entertainment tv shows and films meaning children are essentially accustomed and taught Islamophobic behaviour is normal. [13:   Poole, Elizabeth. and Richardson, J. (2010). Muslims and the News Media. London: I.B. Tauris & Co. Page 99.] 


Innocent British Muslim men and women are killed and attacked for their faith and identity every day. Resulting in Muslim women and men fearing to leave the house or to wear Islamic dress codes. Hence, the majority of Islamophobic attacks are typically towards visibly identifiable Muslim women wearing Islamic garments representing their faith such the hijab, niqab or abaya. Corresponding with Tell Mamas 2015 annual report, “56% of victims in in-person or street-based incidents were females.”[footnoteRef:14] Consequently, all the socio-economic indicators show that Muslims in Britain is one of the most deprived and unemployed groups especially among female Muslim. In addition, there has been an escalation of anti-Muslim prejudice in Britain on a variation of levels that has resulted in an increase of attacks on individuals and property. One fundamental and most talked about attacks being the Finsbury Park mosque attack in North London where there were nine Muslims injured and one killed in the attack. However, this terrorist attack by British white man Darren Osbourne was almost majorly downplayed in comparison to media coverage of terrorist attacks by extremist Muslims. Whereby Osbourne’s attacked was practically sympathetically justified using headlines describing him as a “jobless ‘lone wolf’ “with “mental health problems.”[footnoteRef:15] Also, the Islamophobic behaviour is even being perpetuated in the form of graffiti whereby anti-Islamic commentaries are written on the walls of student accommodation in the University of Birmingham in the attempt to bypass hate crime laws.[footnoteRef:16] When researching I found that this form of Islamophobia was particularly common among universities in Britain a place where you would not expect such ignorant views. People have virtually abused their environment of free thinking to spread warped twisted opinions of anti-Muslim prejudice. Although we can identify that Islamophobia is a real issue in Britain by evaluating and creating awareness of Islamophobic attacks in Britain the real issue is that the ‘majority of victims will suffer in silence whereby only 15% of hate incidents towards Muslims are officially recorded.[footnoteRef:17] Thus, British Muslim men and women are daily struggling to find acceptance in their own country and are essentially neglected and deprived of their religious freedom. Overall most people who face Islamophobia do not report it with the intention that they feel that police will not be able to help resulting in the sense of neglect by authorities.  [14:  TELL MAMA. (2018). A Constructed Threat: Identity, Intolerance and the Impact of Anti-Muslim Hatred , Tell MAMA Annual Report 2016.. [online] Available at: https://tellmamauk.org/constructed-threat-identity-intolerance-impact-anti-muslim-hatred-tell-mama-annual-report-2016/ [Accessed 26 Mar. 2018].]  [15:  HuffPost UK. (2018). How The British Media Helps Radicalize People Against Islam. [online] Available at: https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/darren-osborne-islamophobia-in-uk-media_us_594982bee4b00cdb99cb01b9 [Accessed 26 Mar. 2018].]  [16:  TELL MAMA. (2018). Anti-Islamic Graffiti with Swastika Placed on University of Birmingham Accommodation Wall - TELL MAMA. [online] Available at: https://tellmamauk.org/anti-islamic-graffiti-with-swastika-placed-on-university-of-birmingham-accomodation-wall/ [Accessed 26 Mar. 2018].]  [17:  Tellmamauk.org. (2018). [online] Available at: https://www.tellmamauk.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/finalreport.pdf [accessed 26 March.2018].
] 

 
[bookmark: _GoBack]As previously mentioned the term Islamophobia is a very problematic definition that evidently leads to much debate amongst scholars. Whereby the word “phobia” in this context is not an expression of fear that’s typically identified in this context as it is more about feeling hostile than necessarily scared. Also, there are different levels and variations of Islamophobic expressions. Consequently, is it right to categorise physical assault and a protest under the same term? Therefore, how can you determine what is and what is not an Islamophobic attack as there are so many different variation of Islamophobic behaviour? Additionally, the outline of labelling an attack as racist and Islamophobic are very blurred which often leads to an even higher problematic debate. The ripple of Islamophobic ignorant behaviour has spread so vastly that it is now affecting those who are not even Muslim because of their race or identity. Islamophobia manifests itself in different ways; as a result, many commentators and scholars in the Islamic field prefer the term anti-Muslim prejudice. To conclude, even though the media contributes to the vast amount of Islamophobic behaviour towards Muslim often leading to Muslim communities feeling isolated or vulnerable and non-Muslims to increased feelings of anxiety or suspicion. There are however positive aspects the media has attributed such as raising awareness of Islamophobia. Comparing Islamophobic media coverage, it has vastly improved. Whereby, the term Islamophobia is barely visible in 2003 with only one article on the topic.[footnoteRef:18]  Nevertheless, today there is regular resources, and media coverage including islamophobia monitoring cites, helplines and charities catered to overcoming Islamophobia such as “tell mama” and “mend”. As a result, this helps create and generate awareness of Islamophobia and the problems British Muslims face on a regular basis. On the other hand, even though there is a lot more awareness and help for struggling Muslims in Britain, I still feel that the media is still the catalyst for the vast amount of anti-Muslim prejudice. To the extent that Islamophobic behaviour in the media is so immune to our phycology that it is almost normal and a natural process in the media which I feel is a major cause for concern. People are exposed to these harmful stereotypes through the portrayal of the media which has undoubtedly damaged Muslim communities in the UK. [18:  Poole, Elizabeth. and Richardson, J. (2010). Muslims and the News Media. London: I.B. Tauris & Co. Page 100.] 
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