1707573

[bookmark: _GoBack]Donna Smith 

ECGE4001 – Portfolio of Study Skills 


Contents 
Part 1 – Page 3
Part 2a – Page 4 
Part 2b – Page 5
Part 3 - Page 6
 


Part 1

In Iceland they think it is important for children to play outdoors. The Government papers state 
that children would benefit from learning outside. 
In the curriculum guidelines, it advises to put on learning activities outdoors. So, they are in a 
natural learning environment. The children can take part in activities that includes exercising, 
as they are outside in a healthy environment. Norodahl and Johannesso, (2014).

This is emphasising that in Iceland they have more outdoor play in their schools. From the age
of one up to the age of six, when they are at school they play outdoors every day. Children 
aged six up to sixteen, should only have outdoor time when it is there play time at a certain 
time of day. It is unsure how much teachers help with learning outside, as it would depend on  
the teacher and the school. In Iceland there is signs of more outdoor learning. In Reykjavik 
70% of schools have outside education. Oladottir (2008).


Adapted from:

Noradahl, K and Johannesson, I. (2014) Icelandic teachers views of using the outdoors.
Education 3-13: (September 2014) international Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol 44. Pp 391-406.


                                               



 


Part 2a

This will be an essay about Forest Schools. The forest of school, E. O’Brian and R. Murry, (2006) states:
It is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self esteem though hands on learning experience in a woodland environment.
People are worried that children in School, do not get to go out in to the woodland or green 
areas, like their parents did with they were children. Parents now are more worried about 
their children going to woodland areas, now a day because they think something will happen 
to them and children can do more indoor activities in doors, so they are safe. 
There is also research that tells us ‘if they do not go out when they are young then they will 
not go out when they are grown up. So, they will miss out on physical and emotional benefits 
of access to nature’. Ward Thompson and Aspinall and Bell etal others (2006).  
learning outdoors is very different to learning in the classroom environment. The Welsh 
Government encourages teachers to follow the Forest of schools in their own schools, 
especially in the foundation phase.

Reference list:

C. Ward Thompson, P. Aspinall, S. Bell, C. Findlay, J. Wherrett, and P. Travlou, (2004). Open space and social inclusion: Local woodland use in Central Scotland. Edinburgh: report to the Forestry Commission.

E. O’Brian, (2006) A marvellous opportunity for children to learn: A participation evaluation of Forest School in England and Wales. Farnham: Forest Research.

Welsh Assembly Government. (2009) Outdoor learning Handbook. Cardiff: WAG.



Part 2b

If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be 
accused of plagiarism. It is important that students avoid this because it is classed as cheating 
and an academic offence.

You only must reference when you use a direct quotation. This is False because you must 
reference when you use any other source of information that is not your own work.

Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignment. This 
statement is false because anyone can change the information on Wikipedia.

Instructions for a referencing guide.
When referencing quotations, they all need:
Authors last name, the date of publication, page number the quote was found in the book or 
other source and quotation marks.
If the quotation is 30 words or more the quotation should be indented, for example:
Cottrell (2013p29) states:
Then you would write the quotation indented like this, on each side. The long quotation should be single spaced, not like the rest of the essay. The long quotations do not need quotation marks.

You need to start by understanding what your assignment is about. Then make the question
smaller so you just answer the main points. The five sources that would be acceptable for
academic study would be, Books as the authors help you find the key issues you need for your
assignment. Electronic books, as they are help full as you do not have to read all the book you
can just search the main topic you need. Journals they have more than one different article
within them and published by different researchers. Government publishers, they can be a good 
source because they have a lot of information and data that is reliable. Websites, but only use
website that you have been advised to use do not use sites like Wikipedia as they are not
accurate. You should always reference your work in the correct format for each source. 
Part 3 
Critical response to an article.

My critical response to an article is going to be from The Study Skills Handbook, Fourth edition
by Stella Cottrell. The chapter I will be doing my critical response to is, Writing at University
level, Chapter 11. I have chosen this because studding this chapter in more depth will help me
when producing and writing an assignment. The main issues I am going to identify is the
structure of the article, also the language the author has used. 

The main finding that is being used in the chapter is the ways to help you with your writing
and university level, by breaking it into easy parts for a new student to understand. In a way to
help you get started on a piece of work. To develop strategies for organising your ideas and
managing writing tasks. I think the authors intentions throughout the text is to break down in
to understandable parts to explain how to write at this level. By setting the chapter out under
different headings to make it easy to understand. 

The structure of the article is not set out with just pages of text. Most of the paragraphs are 
short. Cottrell (2013, p290) has used also used bullet points, bullet points are used throughout 
the chapter so that the text is shorter to read and straight to point. Cottrell (2013, p292) has also 
used subheadings between paragraphs, to show what each paragraph is about. Cottrell (2013, 
p293) has used pictures, charts and tables to help explain the chapter. For example, Cottrell 
(2013, p274) has added to the chapter a chart to help students manage a writing task with easy 
points to follow. Cottrell (2013, p 294 and 295) has used illustration of s concept pyramid and 
an essay plan pyramid to help break down and evaluate the main points of the question you 
have been asked to write about.

The language Cottrell has used in the chapter is informal as it is easy to read and understand, 
because of the way the chapter has been broken down in to smaller parts, like I have spoken 
about before. It makes it a lot easier to understand. Cottrell (2013, p273) sues persuasive 
language, for instance at the start of the chapter it clearly states an opinion, as it shows the 
learning out comes for the chapter, the supplies the specific points the chapter will offer you. 
Cottrell also uses objective language as the chapter gives you fair and accurate facts about how 
to write at university level. For example, Cottrell (p282 and 283) brakes down a easy method 
of writing an essay and other assignments. Cottrell states the main facts needed, laid out in 7 
boxes to make it easy to understand and gives you an accurate method to writing. Cottrell dose  
not use subjective language as Cottrell’s opinions are not personal values or feelings. 

The evidence used in the article shows a clear statement of the chapter. Its done by the chapter 
being broken down I to different parts, with clear titles on each page as I’ve noted. As Cottrell 
(2013, p 273) suggests that the chapter “takes you step by step through the different processes 
involved in writing a piece of course work such as an essay or report”. As I have said Cottrell 
has made the chapter into step by step parts to help write a good essay, and it is easy to 
understand. Cottrell (2013, p292) shows this by planning stages, and states:
make planning notes or a structured outline plan showing what you know, what at this stage you think are the main issues, your questions, and things find out.
In this case I think it is a good example of how to start planning your academic writing, because 
by doing what Cottrell suggests it helps you break down the equation, to help answer it.

To conclude, this chapter writing at university level. It was helpful in producing an essay. The 
structure and the language through out made it a lot easier to understand. I would recommend 
this to other students that need help planning an essay or other academic writing. It has helped 
me write at this level. 
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