RUNNING HEAD: CRITICALLY EVALUATE A HUMANITARIASM ORGANISATION

According to Denmark, M. (2019), humanitarian organisations assist in ensuring there is rapid, well-organized assistance accessible if a sudden war or natural disaster strikes that links with long-term conflicts. As all humanitarian organisations, The United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF) respond to needs in situations of conflict or natural disasters and shares the same humanitarian gesture- ‘the will to alleviate the suffering of others’. 
Olinto, P., Beegle, K., Sobrado, C., & Uematsu, H. (2013) stated that in 1990, 36 percent of the world’s people lived in extreme poverty, although, by 2015, that percentage had lowered to 10 percent. This in figures, shows the amount of people living in extreme poverty in 1990 was nearly 2 billion and in 2015 had dropped to 736 million. 
UNICEF is one of the world’s largest humanitarian organisations that has played an important role in protecting children living in poverty for over 70 years. Today UNICEF works in more than 190 disadvantaged countries and territories that have high numbers of poverty and aims to save and improve children's lives by providing care including vaccines against fatal diseases, supplying mosquito nets and encouraging safe hygiene in the world. 
Along with providing care to the disadvantaged, UNICEF also understands the need to value a person’s human rights. According to Risse, T., & Sikkink, K. (1999) human rights are the rights that protect humans and aid them in freedom from abuse and cruelty. As one of UNICEF’s main aims is to promote the equal rights of women and girls and to support their full participation in the political, social and economic development of their world, this following essay will be critically evaluating UNICEF and will aim to understand and evaluate how this organisation fully values human dignity and human rights, it will also be exploring how the organisation aids men with their human rights as a main theme has appeared with there being little to no mention of men’s human rights. 



UNICEF was created after the aftermath of WWII to help provide relief and support for the children living in these countries. In addition, Randolph Kent (1987) suggested that the Second World War was a turning point for humanitarianism organisations and stated that, ‘it was only in the midst of World War II that governments began to fully appreciate the need for greater international intervention in the plight of disaster-stricken people’. This links to the time UNICEF was created and suggests that the impact of the war showed those in power that something needed to be done to help these countries in extreme poverty. Furthermore, the creation of UNICEF was preceded as a non-governmental organisation. 
Moreover, the Convention on the Rights of the Child has recently been their main basis of work which identified UNICEF as a major partaker in the implementation process. They helped enforce it in the U.N General Assembly as a treaty in 1990 and has since changed the way children are viewed and treated and is the most widely accepted human rights convention within the United Nations system which has been acceded to by 191 States (Unicef.,1989). This identity of these human rights is also captured in UNICEF’s Mission Statement, which states that the Organisation protects the child’s rights and strives to establish children’s rights as continuing moral principles and global values of behaviour towards these children. 
Additionally, UNICEF’s work also emphasizes a strong call for gender equality, equity and non-discrimination. They decided to pay attention to equity in education as part of UNICEF’s ‘‘equity refocus’’. (Klees, S. J., & Qargha, O. (2014). This meant the focus shifted from a human rights approach to an equity approach, based on the argument that ‘‘human rights cannot be realized so long as inequality persists’’. (UNICEF 2010). Although, UNICEF don’t tend to mention men much as all their work is based around woman and children.
	Along with human rights and gender equality, UNICEF focuses on child mortality and poverty. They stated that nearly 11 million children die each year before their fifth birthday, that are mostly preventable causes and stated that four million of these die in their first month of life. They also state that 700,000 children under 15 were newly infected with HIV that spread mostly from their mothers. This puts into perspective the extremity of poverty in the world as they also state that even in some of the world’s richest countries at least one in six children are living below the national poverty line. (UNICEF 2009). Although, UNICEF state that children today are half as likely to die before the age of five compared to 40 years ago, in regards to the better health-care services and increased knowledge of the causes of child mortality.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Although, according to Attaran., (2004), international agencies including UNICEF have failed to meet their own malaria performance goals and stated UNICEF only buy a small amount of malaria medicines. He stated they do routinely buy them but only 3.7 million worth of medicine as a whole was bought in 2003. Although, he stated that most of this money went on obsolete drugs, that he stated usually don’t work. 
Although to contradict Attaran’s findings according to UNICEF’s research, malaria death rates fell by 60% between 2000 and 2015, and malaria cases decreased globally by 37%. As an outcome, 6.2 million lives were saved between this time with 5.7 million being children under five. This suggests that the amount of drugs UNICEF are buying is enough to save lives and in turn decrease poverty. (Malaria., 2019). 
UNICEF currently have a sustainable development goal to achieve by 2030 that is seeking to address the social, economic and environmental aspects of development and aims to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure prosperity for all. The agenda contains 17 Sustainable Development Goals and 169 targets. These are hopeful global targets where each government sets its own national target although the overall hope is to end poverty in all its forms everywhere. (World Health Organization, & UNICEF., 2017). 
Although, this is a big ask as poverty has been around for many years and although poverty has declined throughout the years, the globe and organisations will have to work harder to create highly effective solutions to end extreme poverty by 2030. (Olinto, P., Beegle, K., Sobrado, C., & Uematsu, H., 2013).
As UNICEF themselves only mention woman and childrens rights with little mention of men but have a strong call for gender equality, this SDG states that by 2030 all men, women and children, more so the poor and the vulnerable, will have equal rights to economic resources, as well as access to other basic services. This applies to all countries including those at different stages of development. This suggests that UNICEF have a “leave no one behind” view and take gender equality seriously which includes men. (World Health Organization, & UNICEF., 2017).
In order to be able to achieve this sustainable goal, the organisation needs continued funding. They get their funding in many different ways, although, public-sector partners can contribute through, regular resources, thematic funding, other Resources Regular (ORR), emergency funding and appeals and pooled funding and trust funds. As the years have increased, so has the funding, for instance, in 2000, the organisation had 724,600 voluntary contributions from governments, 343,400 from the private sector, 21,300 from inter-organisational arrangements and 47,600 from other income, totalling at 1138,700. While in 2010 it bounced up to a total of 3682,000. The total expenditure in 2000 was 1097,000 whereas in 2010 it was 3631,000. This suggests UNICEF are not exceeding their funds and are helping people in the process. (Funding for UNICEF., 2019).
In addition, in 2017, UNICEF UK raised £100.2 million from supporters to help change childrens lives. This enabled emergency humanitarian aid for children in over 100 countries, schooling for 8.8 million children affected by war or disaster, clean water for 5.9 million people in Syria and life-saving food for 4 million severely malnourished children. (Unicef UK Annual Report 2017 - Unicef UK., 2019).


To conclude, it is clear UNICEF as an organisation fully values human dignity and human rights, although there was little to no mention of men’s human’s rights it has been clarified that they seek to aid men, women and children by the 2030 agenda to have equal rights around the world and end poverty. As an organisation as a whole, they work to secure all rights of the child and aims, along with poverty, to solve other problems, such as, education, violence, disease, and discrimination. 
It is clear UNICEF is a strong organisation with it being one of the biggest in the world, while, without it, children would have a disadvantaged life as they would have no support with their health and nutrition, have little to no water and sanitation, and would not be supplied with basic education. This would then be a rolling effect as poverty would peak again. This suggests UNICEF’s funding is important in order to withhold the help for children. 
To conclude, their work is helping the less fortunate and shows clearly in the statistics as poverty has decreased from 2 billion to 736 million and hopefully will keep decreasing until the SDG is finally achieved in 2030 and poverty will to an extent hopefully end. 
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