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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

[bookmark: _Hlk187415865][bookmark: _Hlk187417423][bookmark: _Hlk187415443]As I work in Adult Services, I will be focusing on relevant legislation, policies and procedures for safeguarding children. The local authority has a duty to report a ‘child at risk’ under section 130 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014) (SSWBA, 2014). The act defines a ‘child at risk’ as ‘is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm’ or ‘has needs for care and support’. 

The two key principles to safeguarding children is ‘taking a child-centred approach and understanding what matters to the child’ and ‘that it is everyone’s responsibility to safeguard’ as stated by Working Together to Safeguard People, Welsh Government (2018). However, the usual partner agencies to report such concerns may include the police, health and the education sector.  During the inquiry process, professionals will work collaboratively to identify risks and how these can be minimized. Professional judgement following threshold and discussions with various professionals, will determine whether Social Services will initiate section 47 enquires under The Children Act (1989). The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1992) (UNCRC, 1992) provides children the right to be safe and protected from abuse and neglect under Article 19. However, the UNCRC (1992) does not provide any rights to an unborn child, which could mean that a mother may not be prosecuted for causing harm to her child. 

The NSPCC (2025b) provides helpful supporting guidance for professionals to help identify when a child is at being abused and some indicators include ‘unexplained changes in behaviour’, ‘withdrawn’, ‘anxious’ and ‘lack of social skills/friends’. Sharing this information during the enquires, will also support the practitioner in their determination. If someone is ever unsure, the West Glamorgan Safeguarding Board (2023a) policy is that contact should be made with the local authority for advice and they will inform you on what action is needed. 

During the determination process, under the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) practitioners will consider three possible determinations; ‘not substantiated’, ‘substantiated, but the child is not at significant risk of harm and may have care and support needs’ and ‘concerns are substantiated, the child is at risk of abuse harm or neglect and a child protection conference will convene’. During a child protection conference, a decision will also be made as to whether a child is placed on the child protection register and if so under a specific category ‘physical abuse’, ‘emotional abuse’, ‘sexual abuse’, ‘financial abuse’ or ‘neglect’. 

During section 47 inquiries, it may be determined that a child is in immediate danger and requires an Emergency Protection Order (EPO). This would apply in cases of parents refusing access to their child whereby it is believed that the child is at significant risk of harm (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019). 

A child also has a right to their information being protected and stored safely, as stated under the General Data Protection Regulations, (2018) (GDPR, 2018) and under the Human Rights Act (1998). However, sharing a child's information has been seen as a common failure, during practice reviews (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019). 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work
[bookmark: _Hlk187423489]
[bookmark: _Hlk187422414]One of the major differences between adults and children’s safeguarding, is that adults have a lot more choice and control in what happens to them. As obtaining an adults consent in safeguarding is more significant than it is in children services. Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) state for children ‘’practitioners should aim to seek consent from the parents’’, whereas for adults it states ‘’ should aim to seek consent from the adult where possible’. Overriding consent in situations evokes a lot of anxiety, as there can be a lot of worry about how the person/family will react. The procedures highlight the importance of trying to obtain this where necessary as it can promote a better working relationship. 

When working to safeguard adults, a consideration is made as to whether they have mental capacity under the Mental Capacity Act (2005) and as to whether they have capacity to consent to the referral to safeguarding. The practitioner would consider whether they understand, can retain information and whether they are weighing it up. If they do not, this would be done in their best interests. The Mental Capacity Act (2005) is not applicable to children under the age of 16. When trying to seek the consent of children, the practitioner may consider using Gillick competence, which has similarities. As found in the case of Gillick V West Norfolk (1984) cited on NSPCC (2022) ‘’ The child must be capable of making a reasonable assessment of the advantages and disadvantages of the treatment proposed, so the consent, if given, can be properly and fairly described as true consent". 

Another noted difference between adults and children's safeguarding is self-neglect. Whereby adults are given more autonomy over how they choose to live their lives. Whereas children, are not given that same autonomy and there is a stronger emphasis on intervention when there are concerns around children self-neglecting. Under the Children’s Act (1989) the focus would be on the child immediate safety and providing support to improve their home environment and personal conditions. Whereas in adult services, intervention may only take place with the person's consent or if the practitioner has concerns about the adults mental capacity. However, under the Self-Neglect Policy and Guidance (2023) under the West Glamorgan Safeguarding Board (2023b) if the individual has refused an assessment or services and is believed to be at a high risk of serious harm, consideration should be given to evoke safeguarding inquiries.

Word count: 405





400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).




24

image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
N Y Drindod Dewi Sant

" University of Wales
Trinity Saint David




