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	Lost in the system: Confronting the Identity Crisis of Black Children in Social Care 


	01 Introduction and Research Aim 
A methodology chapter explains how the research was carried out, outlining the decisions the researcher made about collecting, selecting, and analysing data to meet the study's objectives and goals (Creswell, 2018).
This Study Aim is to investigate how the UK social care system influences the racial and cultural identity development of Black children, as well as how current policies and practices might be changed to promote positive identity outcomes.
	02 Search Strategy 
This study conducts a qualitative systematic literature review. A thematic analysis strategy which identifies patterns in current research, policy documents, and practice literature relevant to Black children in care. A thematic analysis framework (Braun & Clarke, 2019) was used to find patterns and themes in research on race, identity, and social care practices. This Study encourages in-depth investigation of meaning, context, and lived experience.

	03 Searching for Information 
Databases such as ScienceDirect,  Google Scholar were used. Keywords included: 
· Black children in care UK
· ,racial identity development," 
· "cultural awareness in social work
· and "diversity in foster care

To ensure  legitimacy, search results were mainly focused on government reports, policy documents, and peer-reviewed academic articles published between 2015 and 2024.
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• Compared to 6% of all children, 18% of children in care in England in 2022 came from Black or mixed racial families (Ofsted, 2022).
• Studies reveal that Black children are more likely to have less racial identity support and placement volatility (Barn, 2010; Davis & Warmington, 2021). 


	05 Research Validation and Analysis
Each source was critically examined to guarantee methodological transparency. Secondary research validation guarantees that the data used is credible, ethical, and correctly understood (Silverman, 2020). Official reports and peer-reviewed publications received top priority. Thematic analysis revealed reoccurring themes, including institutional prejudice, representation, and identity affirmation. These themes highlight inadequacies in existing frameworks, such as Working Together to Safeguard Children (DfE, 2018), which currently provides no guidance on promoting racial identity development. This highlights the need for legislative changes to enable culturally competent placements and identity-affirming practice in all social care settings.


	06 Inclusion Criteria 
UK-based research focused on Black cared for children. Published between 2015 and 2024. Peer-reviewed publications and official reports

	07 Exclusion Criteria 
Non-UK studies without relevance to British social care, including those conducted before 2015. Opinion writings lacking empirical basis


	08 Ethical Considerations
No direct interaction with human participants. All secondary research complies with academic integrity standards and UWTSD ethical requirements. Secondary research ethics entails using existing data responsibly, which includes correctly citing sources, protecting privacy, avoiding plagiarism, and guaranteeing accurate data interpretation.
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