How is classical criminology used to inform evidence based policing?

The theory of Classical criminology is the idea that people have free will choice to decide whether to engage in criminal activity or not. There are legal systems put in place in the late 18th century which let the perpetrator know if they go ahead and commit a crime, they will be punished according to the crime they have committed, this could be in the form of a custodial sentence, a fine, a community order or so on. Knowing there are repercussions can alter one's decision making when it comes to engaging in criminal activity. This can act as a deterrent and reduce the amount of crime being committed. For example, if Ali knows driving whilst talking on a mobile phone can result in penalty points, a fine and disqualification he may be less likely to use his phone whilst driving. In this case deterrence works very well in reducing the number of motor offences. If there were no punishment people would be much more likely to go ahead and commit the offence therefore punishment acts as a deterrent. 'It is better to prevent crimes than to punish them’. Cambridge University press (1995) Beccaria ‘crimes and punishments and other writings’ Cambridge.
Classical criminology is the study of crime and looks at why people break the law and why people refrain from breaking the law. Are choices determined by social, biological or phycological factors? This helps us to identify patterns of criminal behaviour and allocate resources appropriately. Criminal trends and why crimes occur, this is a successful form of crime prevention. Classical criminology consists of theories which we must first understand before we can apply them to evidence based policing. Criminology theories provide the basis for evidence based approach to policing. I will discuss some of these theories and how they support evidence based policing.
Police record information to spot crime patterns they also rely on intelligence from the local community to gather information on crimes and crime prevention. Classical criminology is used to inform policing decisions. This framework helps the police to spot offending patterns and can aid in crime prevention. There are theories put in place which help us to identify crime patterns.
Research carried out by criminologists on repeated criminal behaviour shows us that an individual who has committed a crime is more likely to offend again. This also applies to victims.  Statistics tell us that if you have been the victim of a crime, you are more likely to experience repeated victimisation. The 80/20 rule tells us that a considerable proportion of offenders repeatedly target a small proportion of people and places.  This assists the police in identifying patterns of opportunity and helps them to focus resources on these people and places it may be a business or individual. 
 Establishing crime patterns has its own theory called the crime pattern theory. This tells us that criminals usually follow a ‘pattern’. For example criminals travel on a day to day basis through a sequence of activities through which they make decisions, when this sequence is repeated daily it becomes invariable. This invariability creates a guiding template. When decisions to commit a crime is made this is called a ‘crime template’. This theory also informs us that criminals do not function individually and are usually part of a ‘network’, this, may be family or friends. These bonds are variable and often affect the decisions made by others in the same network. Crime pattern theory suggests that individuals almost always commit crimes in an area they are familiar with. This theory also suggests that crime is most likely to occur in areas where the activity space of potential offenders overlaps with the activity space of potential victims.
Rational Choice theory was developed by Clark and Cornish (1985). This theory informs us that offenders make choices about committing crimes based on anticipated risks or rewards. If a person knows that the risk of being caught is very low or the reward outweighs the risk they are more likely to offend.  Rational choice theory suggests that given the right opportunity anyone has the capability of committing a crime. If the risks are too high this theory suggest that an individual is less likely to commit an offence.
Another theory applied in classical criminology is Routine Activities Theory (Cohen and Felson 1979) This theory states a crime occurs when the following three elements come together, a motivated offender, a suitable target and the lack of a capable guardian. An individual who has the motivation to commit a crime this could be for various reasons, it could be for financial gain or to seek revenge on someone who has hurt you.  An accessible target for that crime, so this may be a person who you are targeting or a business/premises and absence of capable guardians that could intervene and prevent the crime from being committed. This theory also focuses on how opportunities for crime change based on changes in behaviour on a societal level.
Environmental criminology theory was developed by C. Ray Jeffrey (1971).  This theory refers to crime through environmental factors such as environmental design. This theory focuses on ‘settings’ in which crimes occur. This has a direct influence on crime mapping. This theory informs police of areas where crimes are most likely to occur, for example the rate of car crime in a large city such as Birmingham is a lot higher than that of a small town in a rural area, this information prepares police for crime occurrence and ensures they are allocating resources in the right areas. Focusing resources and activities in hotspots aims to prevent crime in those specific areas and potentially reduce overall crime levels in the wider geographic area. 
Classical criminology combines all these theories. Having these theories available to us support the police in making better policing decisions. Analysing, understanding, and responding to crime is the strongest and most effective crime fighting strategy. 

Certain models of evidence-based policing have been developed as an effective framework to use for effective everyday policing I will talk about some of the key features of these models.
POP- problem orientated policing. Also known as problem solving policing.
 A policing strategy created to help minimise disorder, which involves identifying a specific problem analysing the problem, understanding the problem developing an effective response and then assessing the effectiveness of that response. Statistics show that this is an effective model of policing.
SARA- Scanning, analysis, response, and assessment. 
This approach used by police involves working closely with the community to strengthen relationships and trust between the community and police. This model is usually used in conjunction with POP to help deter and find solutions for crime.
 Scanning is identifying and prioritising of potential crime and disorder problems. Analysis is gathering information and intelligence to identify any underlying causes of the problems and try to understand why that crime has been committed. For example, demographics, social economics, poverty, financial hardship could all be underlying reasons of why a crime has been committed. Or intelligence could show that a certain area has a high rate of unemployment or people suffering with mental health issues which make them more likely to act on impulse and not consider the repercussions. This information can help make more effective policing decisions. Response is developing responses to that specific problem, what interventions can be put in place to make crime less likely to occur or if it has occurred what punishment is deemed most appropriate for the level of crime. And assessment is assessing how effective the resolution was, has the response been successful. 
HOTSPOT- 
Is a policing strategy that involves the targeting of resources and activities to those areas where crime is most concentrated. This method is based on the idea that crime and disorder is not evenly spread through neighbourhoods but usually clustered in small locations. Hotspot policing does not involve specific interventions rather preventative measures such as police patrols and aggressive disorder enforcement. This method of policing is usually used alongside POP. Overall evidence suggests that hot spots policing has reduced crime. ‘The meta-analysis found that hot spots policing led to a small, statistically significant reduction in overall crime in areas that received hot spots policing, compared to those that received routine levels of traditional police crime prevention tactics.’ Hotspot policing (2023) www.college.police.uk 2023. 

Classical criminology is the theory behind these models of policing that people are at free will to commit crime, but certain factors increase the likelihood of certain crimes being committed these methods of policing help and prepare police to control and deal with crime effectively. Classical criminology was developed to act as a guideline in evidence-based policing and create fair and appropriate punishments as opposed to harsh and inhumane punishments. 
An example of a crime I have chosen is a shoplifting offence. Hannah Jones a single mother of 5 who recently lost her job as she could not afford childcare.  Committed the act of theft from a shop she was convicted of shoplifting food  in 2008. She was seen on by the store security guard who waited for her to leave the store with the goods unpaid for before stopping her and bringing her back into the store where the police were called. Once the police arrived, she was arrested and taken to the local police station. Once at the police station her interview began. Classical criminology informs us that financial hardship is a motivational factor in committing a crime. If someone has no money and they need food then desperation kicks in and they may not think rationally this could act as a motivational factor, or the punishment may not be a deterrent to stop them committing the crime. Here there seems to be maximum reward for minimum risk. In this particular case we can apply the Routine activities theory (1979) which guides us in informing us that this criminal has picked an accessible target (the supermarket) and the absence of a capable guardian to intervene this could be in the form of CCTV surveillance or security alarms on the products which would help deter the shoplifter. Once the police have used these theories to understand why the crime has taken place they can then apply the policing techniques most suitable.
 The methods of policing I feel need to be applied in this case are POP and SARA. I would like to first identify the problem why did she take goods without paying? was it because she did not have any money?  Does she suffer from any medical condition affecting her memory? Hannah has explained to me that she recently went through a divorce and lost her job as she could not afford childcare which has caused her financial hardship and some days she goes without food to feed her kids. This information helps me understand the reason/motivation behind committing the offence I have identified the problems, Next would be the response stage are there any organisations I could refer the person to in order to prevent similar future offences. 
Strengths and weaknesses of classical criminology
Up until the school of classical criminology was developed mainly cruel forms of punishment were used to punish criminals. These were inhumane forms of punishment. At the time there was an absence of legal rights and punishments were often brutal. Developing such a system has put a stop to brutal punishments. The criminal justice system is non-discriminatory, and everyone is treated equally regardless of gender religion social status etc . This system also scrapped the death penalty where innocent people were being given the death penalty this is an unjust punishment. Punishments are now made proportionate to the crime.  Classical criminology acts as deterrent rather than punishment. The theory behind classical criminology is that individuals are responsible for their actions.
Weaknesses- not everyone is knowledgeable about the punishments for a crime they may not know that they are about to commit a crime. Or the reward may outweigh the risks. For example if an individual is aware that all shoplifting offences under the value of £200 will be dealt with by the store security only this may motivate them to reoffend. This theory also argues that everyone should be treated the same is this fair? What if a person steals a kit kat for fun and another person steals a sandwich due to hunger should they be treated the same? Some people are not concerned by punishment and have no desire to engage in any Rehabilition. 
Overall Classical criminology and the theories behind it act as a framework for evidence-based policing. This framework is effective in helping police intervene and resolve criminal activity. 
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