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Abstract

Feminist movements in Turkey are becoming bigger, fighting for gender-based violence and indemnity. The social movements that battle for the freedom of women and against customary killings are dealing with a much more deeply rooted cultural problem. Gender roles in Turkey have significantly changed over the last century compared to the Ottoman Empire, but it is still very far from what the women’s rights advocacy groups and modern women wish to achieve. Femicides in the country and the level of barbarity have been increasing. By virtue of the growing female social advocacy groups, the cases are becoming more visible to the public, which helped increase the urgency in different parts of Turkey to create shelters for women in need (Messina, 2021). The gender roles that originate from pure tradition in Turkey could be considered outdated to the modern eye, yet it holds their position even today. The authority and law around honour killings show the power of the state and the power of regulation. This is an example of Michel Foucault’s theory on sovereign power, the right to kill or to let someone live purely because they deemed it so. Foucault’s theory demonstrates how the Turkish governing body is capable of letting such a violent practice pertain by explaining that power is not regulation, but regulation is just one way how power can be practiced (Farrel, 2022). 
In 2011 Turkey was the first country in the world to sign a treaty to protect women against violence. President Erdogan withdrew from the Istanbul convention, enraging women across the country, losing the little legal protection the women held before. However, with social media, and the influence it can have the activists remain hopeful that attaining change is possible. Social media shows that with the visual image of more women standing up, others who have been hiding their pain and struggles felt brave enough to speak up as well.
I raise the question of how authority can benefit from controlling women’s individual lives as if it was less important than of the men. This study also aims to assess the importance of feminism and women’s rights relative to individual values, applying Michel Foucault’s view on power and truth and power relations. In this context, feminism is defined as the ideology of reaching social, economic and cultural equality for women. Foucault’s notion on power and gender relations has offered different ways for feminists to look at the way in which women experience inequality and how power acts in women’s lives. Foucault’s view on feminism moves away from the traditional the more liberationist political direction (Foucault, 1976). In this essay, I am looking at the relationship that power has over women’s roles in patriarchal Turkey. How gender roles define society’s hierarchy, assessing how this affects women both economically, culturally and socially. 
Although Michel Foucault wasn’t necessarily involved in feminist movements physically, his work and theories help understand an important phenomenon about how society operates and comprehends power relations, both between genders and the state vs the individual. The root of this issue goes back to power and truth, how the power that the state holds is overpowering the people (Danaher et al, 2000). 



"If women are not perceived to be fully within the structures of power, surely it is power that we need to redefine rather than women?"  (Beard, 2018). 

I believe before I venture into the gender roles of women in modern turkey, and how Foucault's notion of power relates to it all I must define what power means to our world and how power often comes hand in hand with love. As Morgenthau said, "It is the common quality of love and power that each contains an element of the other" (Morgenthau, 1962). 
Power is often sought after; it stands as a solid reason why one might engage in harmful actions. The want for power is the most common reason why we go to war, the other common reason is love. History proves that these two have a very similar effect on humans. Morgenthau also says that "What men cannot achieve for any length of time through love he tries to achieve through power: to fulfill himself, to make himself whole by overcoming his loneliness, his isolation" (Morgenthau, 1962). 
It's important to note that there are different kinds of power, but ultimately, even the power of a government is rooted in an individual. Thus, power acts in ways in which it is capable to shift people, creating power relationships within a society. If only power could be shifted in another direction, femicides in Turkey and the long oppression against women could potentially be resolved. 






According to Michel Foucault power is connected to truth and knowledge as well, these two couldn't and wouldn't exist without power and vice-versa, Truth came from knowledge by power and knowledge is the exercise of power to make new things fit into our existing norms of truth " (Danaher et al, 2002). 
Foucault also says that power is essentially metaphysical, it can shift, hence how quickly power relations can shift whether in a relationship or on the war field. So "power for Foucault is not a thing that is held and used by individuals or groups. Rather, it is both a complex flow and a set of relations between different groups and areas of society which changes with circumstances and time" (Danaher et al, 2002). 
Further, it is not always negative, because it could also be very productive if used for the right things (Danaher et al, 2002). 
In no particular order Foucault's notions on power are the following: 
· "power is not a thing but a relation- therefore it can change. 
· power is not simply repressive, but it is productive- as mentioned before, power in the right hands or the right mind is capable of doing amazing things. 
· power is not simply a property of the State. Power is not something that is exclusively localized in government and the State (which is not a universal essence). Rather, power is exercised throughout the social body. - Even if a powerful individual is leading a group, power needs to be validated by others to maintain its power status. 
· power operates at the most micro levels of social relations. Power is omnipresent at every level of the social body.
· the exercise of power is strategic and war-like" (Farrel, 2022).

Femicides in Turkey have been an issue for a very long time; however, it is difficult to grasp the reality of it, especially from a western perspective in the 21st century. 
They also call it "honour killings" which in meaning shortly explains what they have justified as. Killing for honour or by honour. 
However, it's important to note that honour killings in Turkey are different from customary killings. "The killers in customary killings widely use traditions, customs, values and beliefs, as well as the term 'honour' itself, as their legitimating referents" (Onur, et al, 2009). Honour killings are individual acts and although both come from a sense of honour ethic, how they manifest can differ. (Onur, et al, 2009). "Customary killings can be briefly defined as punishing a woman, generally by killing her or forcing her into suicide, in the expectation of regaining the 'family honour' when the clan or family council rules that she has behaved in a way that contradicts their moral values" (Onur, et al, 2009). There are many reasons why a family could deem a woman to fall under this fate, from holding a man's hand that isn't her husband, (or yet her husband) to disobeying her family are all actions that could result in this. What is shocking is that the person who carries out the killing, aka restoring her, or the family's honour is viewed and respected as a hero after.
In many cases, there is no severe punishment as the government views these killings as a family debate, or if they do receive punishment because at the end of the day it is still murder. 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk after forming the republic of turkey in 1923, has revolutionized many things for the equality of women following the end of the Ottoman Empire. As Nilufer Gole states, (a contemporary sociologist who deals with concepts of Euro-Islam and Muslim women) in its rush to embrace modernity - which meant imitating Western universality - the most important goal of the new Turkish Republic, founded in 1923, was 'emancipating
women by detaching them from [Islamic] tradition'. (Onur, et al, 2009). However, In 2003 with the rise of the AKP femicide increased even more, "in 2020 408 women were murdered by men" (Messina, 2021). In 2004 Güldünya Tören gave birth after she was raped, "her brothers tried to kill her but she survived and ended up in hospital. They ended up finding a way into the hospital and killing her there" (Nava, 2019). The judge reduced the two males' sentences, considering the killing took place within a family and was deemed as an honour kill. Gülsüm Kav is the founder of the "We Will Stop Femicides" advocacy group in Turkey. She said, "Women aren't recognized as individuals but as extensions of men" (Nava, 2019) Which sums up the mentality towards a woman's position in society, even in modern-day Turkey. 
The oppression towards woman have been affecting them both economically and socially. Women in the rural areas didn’t have a chance to be economically independent, and the woman who were, were victims of domestic violence. Treated as property, up until 1998 virginity tests were commonly practiced ensuring a woman’s purity (Messina, 2021).
Rene Girard explains attempts to explain the role of violence within a culture. In his psychology, he explains with the scapegoat mechanism, which is essentially when humans blame each other for a crisis, and essentially one person becomes the scapegoat that carries the sin, or in this case, gets killed. He explains that when tension arises in a community, eventually it reaches a paroxysm when one individual ends up receiving all the blame (Andrade). Girard is concerned that this sort of scapegoat mechanism is the foundation of every culture. Rene Girard was influenced by Sigmund Freud's theory that "culture is founded upon the original murder of a father figure by his sons" (Andrade). Girard doesn't agree with this completely, but he also stated that culture is founded upon murder, however, the cause of the murder is not due to the oedipal themes that Freud believed in, but Girard's theory the scapegoat mechanism. A group of people murder someone, because that someone was "threatening the very existence of the community" (Andrade).
Therefore "the person that receives the communal violence is a 'scapegoat' in this sense: her death or expulsion is useful as a regeneration of communal peace and restoration of relationships" (Andrade).
This suggests that the femicides in Turkey are built on a process that dates back to the beginning of human civilization, and from Girard's theory's perspective it is a form of settling peace into a society, but even knowing this it doesn't make honour killings less morally wrong. If I apply Foucault's notions of power even on the scapegoat mechanism, I cannot help but see the role of power and how men ultimately hold power and hierarchical status over women. We see how and why Turkey came to be a patriarchal society, its tradition rooting back to Pre-Islamic Turkey, where the roles of women in a social construct are very limited and to the modern eye may seem outdated, but how is it able to pertain to its status? What is at the core of Turkish culture that still allows this social dynamic that there are no direct regulations against the people that commit these murders? 
Furthermore, I must mention the Quran, and religion, because to most Turkish people religion is a huge part of their everyday life. The Quran condemns any type of murder. The practice has nothing to with religion, but everything with culture and tradition, so it may be interesting to see why certain layers of society that allow these femicides to happen call themselves religious, but that would require a longer analysis. 
Foucault believed that power, knowledge and truth were all connected. In the book Understanding Foucault it is explained what he meant by subjugated knowledge. “Subjugated knowledge is a form of knowledge that has been subjugated or 'buried' under the official or dominant forms of knowledge that emerge within a social order" (Danaher et al, 2000). This explains why some layers of society reject the truth taken from the Quran regarding the treatment of women. 
There is another thought-provoking area of Foucault's work that attempts to explain my questions from before, this is biopower. 
"Foucault's concept of biopower describes the administration and regulation of human life at the level of the population and the individual body - it is a form of power that targets the population (Rogers et al 2013). This concept is helpful in that it connects identity to power and demonstrates how social categories are used to enact and allow state violence on certain subjects" (Tilley, 2021). The regulatory power is molded against women, with a culture that built its foundational essence on limiting beliefs in terms of what a woman is allowed to be and should be. Similarly, as we’ve learnt about the image of Mary in the medieval times, women had that as a direction in terms of what they could be, if a woman is anything more than what they deemed her to be, or if she isn't fulfilling her duties - say refuses to marry or wishes to work instead of becoming a mother, she puts herself in a dangerous position of a potential "scapegoat" that can rightfully be punished. 
It isn't right to generalize, yet most of the femicides happen because there was a sense of losing control from the men that they must enforce power on women, a power that eventually turns into violence. Women in Turkey who live in constant oppression, learn to live with it, as bad as it sounds, they find ways around being controlled and constantly watched, however that is not the same as being physically assaulted or murdered. The pattern shows that when tension arises from "disobedience" violence happens that is physical and life-threatening. Research from feminists found that "Foucault's contention that the body is the principal site of power in modern society useful in their explorations of the social control of women through their bodies and sexuality" (Armstrong). 
In conclusion, Foucault said that power is always changing, it is in constant flux, meaning it won't stay like this forever. Therefore, I wonder if power relations could be shifted. If they could be equalized because fundamentally a good outcome is always one that is in balance. Although the status of women in Turkey is still far from reaching this goal, the last few years are proof of what could happen if the power is in the right hands. Through social media, women were able to empower each other, it became a platform and a tool for spreading awareness, for seeking help, and comfort, if many brave hearts come together, what we thought impossible in the past simply becomes our next reality towards a brighter, peaceful future. 
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