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 A commentary of Chronicon Angilcanum

The following extract was taken from the Chronicon Angilcanum, a manuscript from the thirteenth century that was written partially by Ralph of Coggeshall. The extract follows the period between 1207 to 1212 during the time of religious discrimination by King John. The Chronicon Angilcanum is a documentation through the late 12th century to the 13th century, it was part of the Cistercian Abbey at Coggeshall and was completed by Ralph of Coggeshall.[footnoteRef:1] By analysing the extract, I’ll be commenting of the interest of the author and the intended audience that is hinted throughout the extract.    [1:  Britannica, Ralph of Coggeshall (no date) <https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ralph-of-Coggeshall>[Accessed 3rd November 2023]. ] 

The beginning of the extract follows the date 1207 highlighting the exchange of authors. Ralph of Coggeshall begins listing his credentials of recording events, he highlights his transcript of the holy crusade, demonstrating a more religious focus through his recording’s during this period. It also suggests the intended audience of his work would be the future congregation. He begins to comment on the disagreement between King John and Pope Innocent over the newly appointed Archbishop of Canterbury, causing a retaliation by King John, by removing church possessions. The first part of the extract is intended to convey to the audience of religious strife between the King and the Pope, but also it showcases the interest of the author having a more religious outlook. 
The recording of 1208 shows a continuation of King John involving himself in religious matters. For example, Ralph of Coggeshall records the interdict that been placed on Wales and England, as well with taking possession of the church’s income and valuable objects. Ralph’s documentary of King John showcases him trying to win favour from the Pope, but the ending statement informs of the king’s deception. The author focuses on the religious mistreatment to the church and to the general public, but it conveys to the audience the deceit of the king. 
The report on 1209, conveys the birth of King Johns second son, but also the arrival of Henry, Duke of Saxony. Further on, Ralph of Coggeshall records the destruction of Bishops houses, which was permitted by King John. The interest of the author continues to convey in the religious perception, alongside a interest in religious political matters. Particularly with the beginning of Albigensian crusade during this time. [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Daniel Power, ‘who were on the Albigensian Crusade?’ English historical review, volume 128/ issue 534 (2013) 1047-1085 (pg 1047-1085)  <https://doi.org/10.1093/ehr/cet252> [accessed 4th November]. ] 

Continuing to the year 1210, Ralph of Coggeshall records the development of king Johns' greed and religious mistreatment, theres an emphasis on the Cistercian order by Ralph of Coggeshall suggesting it was written from his own experience. But also, informing future Cistercian of the religious discrimination that is being done by the King. He further records religious politics between Emperor Otto and the Pope. But also, the extract informs of the movements of King John with extending his power to Ireland, as well with a continuing tension between the Pope and the King due to refusing to allow safe passage for the Archbishop of Canterbury. As such the author focuses on the religious mistreatment presented by King John, and also informs the audience of the hardship that King John is placing on the religious orders. 
By 1211, the Pope excommunicated Emperor Otto and King John, this links to the arrival of Henry, Duke of Saxony, who was Emperor Ottos brother in 1209, which can be interpreted there was an alliance between the two. [footnoteRef:3] Due to the excommunication-all bishops and clerks were recalled from overseas and a coronation of John, count of Brianne was crowned king of Jerusalem. This highlights the author continuation of interest of international politics. Especially, since John, count of Brianna was involved in international politics and with the crusade during his reign, which Ralph of Coggeshall focuses on throughout the extract. [footnoteRef:4] [3:  Britannica, Otto IV, Holy roman Emperor (no date) < https://www.britannica.com/biography/Otto-IV>[accessed on 5th November].]  [4:  Britannica, John, Byzantine emperor (no date) < https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-Byzantine-emperor> [accessed on 5th November 2023]. ] 

Moreover in 1212, Ralph of Coggeshall records the persecution of Cistercian’s, particularly at this time with the deliberate attempt, by King John, to place the accountability of Count of Toulouse marrying the Kings Sister, Joanna. 
Throughout the extract, the main themes that is presented by Ralph of Coggeshall is the religious politics that involve the national and the international politics. Ralph of Coggeshall records all the discrimination of mistreatment that involves King John and the churches, especially the discrimination of the Cistercian order. The various events recorded has implicates King John as a fraudulent King, who attacked the various order within England and Wales for greed and power. This demonstrates the main interest by Ralph of Coggeshall is of religious politics. The intended audience would be religious official or for future congregation members to know of the mistreatment that was presented to them by the King. The extract records the dealings and movements that King John did throughout these periods and how some of the international religious politics was related to Britain at this time. It gives a clear picture to religious officials of the politics that were happening through the reign of King John. It is a consensus understanding that King John was a bad king, and this extract leads the impression that King John was corrupt with a clear understanding of his deceits, and it helps gives the audience a clear understanding of the religious persecution that was committed by King John. The extract is a good source for historians also, for it gives a clear indication of the religious rife that followed during the reign of King John, both internationally and nationally. As well, with the cruel punishments that the King handed out during his reign. Such as with starving the wife and son of William de Briouze, which is also recorded within the extract.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Dr Marc Morris, Was King John really bad? Yes (2020) < https://www.historyextra.com/period/plantagenet/king-john-bad-personality-evil-worst/> [accessed 5th November 2023].] 
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