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DISSERTATION PROPOSAL

An investigation in to how a domestic abuse victim’s perceptions of the Police effect their willingness to engage or make a formal complaint.

Introduction
Domestic abuse has been highlighted as and continues to be a priority for all Police forces in the UK. Domestic abuse is defined in the UK as “any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive or threatening behaviour,  violence or abuse between those aged 16 or over who are or have been intimate partners or family members regardless of gender or sexuality” (Home Office, 2012). This abuse can involve a number of acts, including emotional abuse, physical abuse and sexual abuse. 
Recent research indicates that an estimated 2.3 million adults experienced domestic abuse between March 2019 and March 2020 (Office for National Statistics, 2020). The amount of persons charged for such offences was 73%, which was a decrease on the two years previous (Office for National Statistics, 2020). This decrease could be due to a number of factors, including lack of evidence, victim complaint withdrawals or victims failing to provide an initial complaint against the perpetrator. 
There are a number of barriers which victims may face when coming forward to report domestic abuse. Once they have come forward, the investigation itself can be daunting and can be another reason a victim may choose to stay silent. Some of these barriers have been highlighted as fear of reprisal, privacy concerns and sympathy for the perpetrator and Police leniency (Felson et al., 2002). There might be a number of reasons victims of domestic abuse fail to report an incident to Police including the fear of whether they will be believed, the fear of the court process, social issues such as housing and their family dynamics. If a victim of domestic abuse has negative perceptions of the Police, will this affect their decision to either report an incident to Police, or make a complaint against the perpetrator?

Literature Review
A substantial amount of research has been conducted in relation to how Police deal with domestic abuse incidents, whether that be to arrest the perpetrator or not, and what may happen after this decision has been made, for example further violence or incidents occurring (Perez Trujillo et al., 2008). It was found by (Hoyle, 1988), that the majority of victims of domestic abuse either refused to make a statement of complaint to Police, or if they did, later withdrew such statement prior to the perpetrator being charged.  There are a number of reasons a victim may contact the Police in the first instance. In a study conducted by (Birdsey and Snowball, 2013) some of these reasons were found to be, if they have experienced property damage, received a physical injury, if they thought their children were at risk, and if they had previously reported a domestic abuse incident to Police. Once a victim has made the jump and reported an incident to Police, it is vital that everything is done by officers in order to safeguard the victim, and put measures in place in order to do this. In a study conducted by (Apsler, et al., 2003) it was found that victims would be more willing to call the Police during future incidents if they have previously found the Police helpful, however it was found that some victims were not willing to contact Police if previously the perpetrator was arrested against their wishes, which clearly is a cause for concern. Similarly, in a study conducted by (Hoyle and Sanders, 2017) it was found that the introduction of Domestic Violence Units (DVU) would address the issue of victim non-cooperation rates in the belief that this was in the best interest of the victim and the general domestic abuse victim community, as this would increase the arrest and prosecution of perpetrators. However, going against victims wishes, as suggested by (Apsler, et al., 2003) might have a detrimental effect.

Objectives
Although several studies have found there to be a link between why victims do not report domestic violence issues to the Police and barriers to them first reporting, there is limited information as to whether the victims perceptions of the Police influence this decision. This poses the question as to whether their personal perceptions of the Police may influence their decision to make a formal complaint to Police. Due to this gap in the research, I have decided to conduct further research to investigate this area, not only to expand my knowledge but to also expand on existing findings. The objective of this research is to investigate how victims of domestic violence perceive the Police, whether this be due to previous dealings with the Police, or their preconceived ideas of the Police, if they have never come in to contact with them before. The purpose of the research is to attempt to answer the following question:

· Does a victim of domestic abuses perceptions of the Police affect their willingness to engage or make a complaint?
The research objectives that derive from this question are, what are victims of domestic abuses perceptions of the Police? And what makes victims less likely to engage with the Police, or make a complaint? 

Research Methodology
It is intended that descriptive research will be conducted, using a quantitative approach. The study will involve approximately 50-80 participants who will either be a survivor of domestic abuse, or currently involved in domestic abuse relationship. This will involve victims of all types of abuse, including physical, psychological or financial abuse; coercive and controlling behaviour; harassment and stalking; and online or digital abuse (Women’s aid, no date). The study will consist of a primary source of information, thus being a questionnaire. This will be disseminated to victims of domestic abuse with the desired assistance of domestic abuse charities. It will be made clear to participants that this does not relate purely to physical abuse, and involves all types of abuse.
The questionnaire will be created to collect detailed information about incidents of domestic abuse the victim has been involved in, and how their prior involvement with Police effected their decision to engage at the most recent incident. The study will be available to both male and female victims, encouraging a full insight in to victim’s perceptions of the Police, and whether there are any trends relating to gender, including gender of the Police officer. The study will seek to find out what previous involvement the victim has had with the Police, whether that be purely as a victim, or as a defendant also. If the victim does have a previous offending history, and possibly a negative view of the Police, it would be interesting to see whether this effects how they feel as a victim, and how they engage with the Police in relation to making a complaint against the perpetrator. 

Evaluation/Practicalities
The data collected will be purely of a quantitative nature. The data that is collected will be evaluated in order for the study to determine whether there is a link between victim’s perceptions of the Police and their willingness to engage or make a complaint against the offender. The study will seek the help of independent domestic abuse charities in locating participants. Due to the vulnerabilities of the participants, charities may be wary about assisting in recommending participants. If this is not possible, then social media will be used to seek out potential participants. It is hoped that the study will be fully complete within a 6 month period. 

Ethical Issues/Risk
The participants will either be current victims of domestic abuse or domestic abuse survivors, which carries obvious risk. All ethical principles and preventative measures will be followed in accordance with the Data Protection Act (2018), and the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) ethical code of practice (UWTSD, 2017-2020). Prior to the completion of the questionnaire each participant will be asked to give written consent for the data of their answers to be used within the study, and they will be informed that confidentiality will be maintained throughout. The use of interviews with participants was considered, however due to current COVID-19 regulations, this would be difficult to organise. The time-scale is fairly short, and the author has limited spare time available due to work commitments, so it has been decided that a questionnaire would be most suitable.
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