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	Location / Activity:
	The woods 
	Date:
	15/09/2023

	Assessor:  
	Emma Needham 
	Review date:  
	16/06/2023



The boxes in the table below will expand as you type into them; pre-entered text is simply for illustration.  You should delete irrelevant items and replace with text relevant to your circumstances.
Your overall risk rating – Low, medium or high – is based on your judgement about whether the BENEFITS of the activity or opportunity outweigh the RISKS.

	Experience exploring outdoor space in photograph
	How will young people BENEFIT from this activity?
	Hazards and associated risks
	Who is at risk?
	PRECAUTIONS in place to reduce the risk of injury
	Overall risk after precautions
RATING: L/M/H

	Uneven Flooring.
	The children in my group need extra support when walking on different surfaces and being able to walk through the woods where the floor is going to be uneven will allow the children to learn safe walking and build core muscles in their legs.
	Due to the children not being able to concentrate for a long period of time there is a risk of them falling or tripping over twigs or stones on the floor.
	The children in my group are at risk as well as the staff, if they need to get to the children quickly. 
	Before we go on our trip, we would complete different obstacles in school where they must walk on different textured flooring, and flooring that is slightly higher than the rest so that they can walk up any hills if needed. We also make sure they have the correct footwear on that is suitable for the environment as well as having the correct clothing. The staff ratio is higher for a school trip so that we can support the children more efficiently. 
	Low

	Loose parts.
	The children will learn the difference between safe loose parts and more risky loose parts, the loose parts that they will learn about will be what they find in the woods, and we will be comparing them to the loose parts we have in school.
	The loose parts that the children find might be like the ones we have back in school, and they might not fully understand that difference between them.
	The children in my group are the ones more at risk. 
	We will give all the children a safety talk for a couple of days before we go as well as on the morning so that we have given the children time to think about the information and ask any questions that they have. We will get real life photos of some of the objects that we might see in the woods and ask them if they think they are safe or unsafe. As well as completing a risk assessment before entering the woods. 
	Low

	Weather.
	The children will learn about different types of weather and how they can protect themselves in all types of weather.
	Depending on the weather there is a chance of slipping on the wet floor, if it is sunny then the children could become too warm.
	The children and staff who attend the woods 
	Before we go out on the trip a letter will be sent out to all parents explaining where we are going on our school trip and that they need to make sure the children have the correct clothing for all weather types. We will also explain weather safety and the precautions we should take depending on the weather forecast 
	Low

	Rubbish 
	We are also teaching the children about recycling and how to protect the planet so by seeing rubbish they can put what they have learnt into practice and see what bins they should go in when their outside of school or home.
	They could hurt themselves if the rubbish on the floor is broken, or they could have an allergic reaction to something that they pick up. They might also try and get some rubbish that is in a place where they cannot reach it which could cause harm to them if they do try to get it 
	The children and staff if they must get to the child before they try and get the rubbish that is in the out of reach area.
	We have been learning about recycling in school so they children already have a little bit of an understanding on what should be recycled and what should go into the normal bin, we will also explain and show them pictures of things that they should leave behind and not pick up. Before we go we can give the children a recycling tick list and a pencil so that they know what they are looking out for. 
	Low 
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