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ESSAY 1, COUNTER TERRORISM 
Over the past couple of decades, Terrorist organisations and actions carried out by terrorist has sparked public awareness due to the terrible acts that are carried by out by them and has become a focus point for the media worldwide.
Terrorism has always been present throughout history in some shape or form. The public has been shown and informed of instances by the media, of attacks or attempted attacks where there has unfortunately been reports of human casualties or disruption in some form. 
“Since the tragedy of September 11, 2001 (9/11) there have been a growing awareness and recognition of the expanding threat presented by the transmutation and convergence of international organized crime and terrorist groups.” (VIANO, E.C., 2002) 
This Essay aims to explain why terrorist organisations could be involved in some way with other types of criminality and to analyse the potential links between terrorism and other forms of criminality.    
There are many different types of terrorism such as domestic terrorism and international terrorism. A terrorist can be anyone from any country in the world and belong to any group or religion of people. All types of terrorism especially larger organisations of terrorists have one thing in common which is, funding. These groups need funding to fuel their objectives by any means possible.  
“Terrorists and insurgents are constantly seeking new ways to fund their organizations. Following the end of the Cold War, superpowers withdrew their financing of proxies, making states weaker and more susceptible to attack. Similarly, terrorist, and insurgent groups that previously relied on state financing were forced to either become criminals or fade away.” (Clarke 2016)
“As it can be expected, to replace these now missing funds and financial help, terrorist groups have been exploring other sources of financing.” (VIANO 2020)
Information from (VIANO 2020) suggests that the gathering of funding for the terrorist organisation is not only vital for their organisational survival, but that it is an objective that is at the forefront of planning and is a priority of the most importance. They seek help from organised crime groups and complete operational support to them to facilitate their own objectives and put their plans or missions into fruition. 
“Acts of terrorism inherently involve a variety of different criminal offences relating to the use of violence, often including (but not limited to) murder, assault, threatening behaviour, property damage, kidnap and weapons / explosives offences.” (MULLINS and WITHER 2016)


One area of criminality that terrorists have made a good knowledgeable relationship with is the drug trade. Terrorists can set up and operate as traffickers for many different types of drugs, dealers and manufacturers that are in demand. This is normally done in large quantities or bulk runs to a buyer and in return earn money from conducting this service. This becomes a lucrative operation and a source of funding for their organisation. 
“Narcotics trafficking remains one of the most common and most lucrative forms of criminality on which terrorists rely in order to finance their organizations and activities. Due to high pecuniary value and the low volume to value ratio of smuggling and trafficking illicit narcotics (cocaine, ecstasy, heroin, hashish, marijuana, methamphetamine, opiates, etc.)” (Clarke, C.P, 2016)
[bookmark: _Hlk160279664]According to information from (MULLINS and WITHER 2016) drug trafficking has been documented as the main income stream for terrorist organisations. With organised crime avenues being such a lucrative form of funding. Terrorist organisations also branch out, expanding territories of where they operate and conduct other means of criminal activities. Other organised crime that terrorists are involved in and are a form of income include, “KIDNAP-FOR-RANSOM (KFR), SMUGGLING, ROBBERY, EXTORTION, FRAUD, COUNTERFEITING, THEFT, TRADING IN ILLICIT GOODS, ILLEGAL MINING AND MONEY LAUNDERING.” (MULLINS and WITHER 2016) and within all the forementioned types of criminality, terrorists have become self-reliant operating within these areas providing them with a constant stream of profits to fund their regime. 
(MULLINS and WITHER 2016) touched on the difference between organised crime groups and terror groups. The difference they depict is how the money is spent. 
“A key consideration is the motivation. Indeed, terrorist groups may differ from organised crime groups or networks because of the motive behind the crime. Unlike organised criminals who primarily seek monetary gain, terrorist groups usually have non-financial goals, such as publicity, dissemination of an ideology, the destruction of a society or regime, or simply spreading terror and intimidation.” (HARDOUIN and WEICHHARDT, 2016) 
Organised crime groups will perhaps use the money to further their own needs to live a life above their means, by purchasing large houses, cars and many other assets to assist in a comfortable life, whereas terror organisations may use the money in a different way which is to support their goal of spreading terror by purchasing drugs, guns, equipment to up skill their military capabilities, recruitment by show of force in communities and to fund attacks to spread fear for their cause. So even though there are similarities between organised crime and terrorism organisations the proceeds and profits a spent differently and organised crime members prefer to remain unidentified to be able to continue making money undetected and live a comfortable life from the proceeds of crime, whereas a terrorist organisations aim is to spread fear into the public by further committing heinous crimes and want to be above the radar so that they can claim they are the persons responsible for the crimes. 
Due to terrorist organisations involvement in organised crime, to further their own agenda of spreading fear worldwide, Counter terrorism officers are working to prevent such attacks being carried. 
According to (LIEBERMAN, 2009) to be able to combat terrorism the thought process must be from a global and local standpoint. In the United States there are agencies such as the Federal burau of investigation (FBI) and the Central intelligence Agency (CIA) Who gather intelligence to be able to further disrupt terrorist plans.  
The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) was founded to guarantee the freedom and security of its members through political and military means. Members in this case refers to countries who are apart of NATO and there are 31 members currently. Each country will have a Counter Terrorist (CT) input to battle terrorism in their respective countries under their government guidelines. These guidelines are assisted and created by members of NATO who support members with information and backing of the organisation.
“NATO is committed to support and facilitate information exchange on economic and financial aspects of terrorism as a building block for the development of policies and action to combat this scourge.”
With the agencies such as NATO, United Nations (UN), FBI, MI5, who have a big involvement in counter terrorism, the information they receive to identify potential attacks, streams of funding for terrorism, persons involved in terrorism has to come from somewhere initially in order for them to act on threats to public security. 
“Although larger agencies have developed or increased resources for counter-terrorism, the greatest potential for identifying individuals or groups involved in planning a terrorist attack lies with local law enforcement” (LIEBERMAN, 2009). 
According to (LIEBERMAN, 2009) positive local policing of communities will reap the benefits of person feeling comfortable approaching the police and providing information which could in turn aid or add to an already developing intelligence where there is threat or risk to the public.
This intelligence is then shared with other departments working to identify and battle terrorism before an attack is implemented, creating a bigger picture that can be used to identify a posing risk.
“The question remains, however, as to whether community intelligence is sufficient for maintaining, consolidating and enhancing social cohesion which helps undermine the threat of terrorist violence.” (PICKERING et al, 2009)
With in the UK, “Counter Terrorism Policing is a collaboration of UK police forces working with the UK intelligence community to help protect the public and our national security by preventing, deterring, and investigating terrorist activity.” (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2024). The Counter Terrorism Policing team, work by four values which are, Prevent, Pursue, Protect and Prepare. To Prevent vulnerable people being drawn to extremism, to Pursue terrorists and bring them to justice, to protect the public and locations from terrorist attacks and to always be prepared to respond to attacks.
In relation to the intelligence aspect of this essay, what would it mean if a person was to infiltrate the police. A person with an extremist ideology could potentially infiltrate and elude to the fact of their hidden agenda by applying to become an officer. This would give them access to a large amount of sensitive data. The person could also pose a threat of spreading their extremist views within the organisation from a recruitment perspective. An internal breach such as this would be detrimental to public safety as the values of a police officer could be swayed the opposite way over time. An infiltrator could use their position or power as a police officer, towards the public that the roll of Constable was created to protect the public. If this were to happen, there could be catastrophic repercussions towards the vulnerable persons in our communities as emergency service roles are seen by the public as persons to rely on for their protection in some way.
“If a person were to infiltrate an organization or radicalize to an extremist ideology within a local or state public safety agency, that person’s ability to operationalize and carry out an attack, whether against the agency or against the public writ large, would be exacerbated.” (MCGOVERN , 2018)
To prevent this from occurring a stringent screening process has to be passed in order to become a police officer.
“Across the UK, there are now around 186,000 police officers. This is based on updated figures for all the main UK forces for 2023” (Ranksuccess, 2023)
Having so many police officers active in their role as Constable, they were all employed at some point in time. There are employment protocols in effect with every recruitment drive and every person applying must pass to become a police officer. This is done so that every candidate is screened to the point where the employer has no concerns regarding the individual and that they do not pose risk to the public or an internal threat as an officer. 
Information from (MCGOVERN, 2028) States that all candidates go through a screening process that consists of Pre employment checks are made, Criminal background checks, documentation of identification checks, phycological and behavioural screening.
In conclusion, organised crime is a big factor in the funding that terrorist organisations rely on as this is the source of their income. Leaders and departments dedicated to eradicating organised crime groups by targeting the funding streams to cut off any monetary profits being gained. By doing this, Terror plans can also be foiled, persons identified for the continuation of intelligence gathering and terrorists cannot implement any plans to threaten public safety and security.    
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ESSAY 2, POLICING COMMUNITIES
This essay aims to explain what a damaging effect on the co-operation between communities and police may have, how community cohesion can be achieved and what principles can assist in community engagement.
There are many issues that our communities are having to deal with from a crime perspective. A big driver issue that communities are experiencing in this age is Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB). ASB can involve many different offences and factors to cause harassment, alarm, or distress to the members of public within our communities. 
Examples of this could be youth issues whereby eggs are being thrown at home windows, throwing of stones towards people or property, loitering, being intimidating encompassing minor public order offences, graffiti, criminal damage, neighbour disputes and so on. 
To the reader, this may appear to be low level crime issues. But what if ASB was occurring daily, with no sign of stopping or no signs of anyone identifying an issue to help. The youths or people causing the issues wouldn’t be particularly worried. They would continue to behave in this manner as they are not receiving any repercussions. On the other hand, what if you were the person who is alarmed, harassed, or distressed by ASB day in day out.
An example of this can be explained through the terrible passing in 2007 of, 38-year-old Fiona Pilkington and her 18-year-old daughter Francesca Pilkington. According to information from (The Guardian, 2024) Francesca Pilkington was disabled and Fiona was a single mother and full-time carer to her daughter. Francesca and Fiona suffered years of abuse from the local youths within her community. They would throw stones at her home, yell obscenities towards Francesca when they were in their back garden, urinate on the fence, throw eggs at their windows on Halloween and send fireworks towards their home on bonfire night. This was a constant daily occurrence of targeted abuse that has been documented to have lasted years. Despite repeated calls to the police nothing was ever done about the youth issue as the Fiona didn’t want to proceed with any prosecutions towards the persons involved. Fiona has since been described as a vulnerable herself as well as terrified and was perhaps, under the circumstances, wasn’t the best person to make the decisions in relation to this.
The local council implemented a 300-yard exclusion zone around their home, but this failed to be enforced. Not being able to take the abuse any longer and feeling like no one could help, Fiona took Francesca into the car, drove to a secluded parking layby, and set the car on fire with both inside it. The car was later spotted but it was too late, and both had unfortunately passed away in a murder suicide. 
Could this tragedy have been avoided by the presence of community policing and engagement with the subjects and families. Could the victim’s vulnerabilities been identified to provide further support to them when they needed it.
Neighbourhood policing has come a long way since this incident occurred in 2007, and this essay will enter into more depth surrounding modern day policing in communities. Fiona called the police on multiple occasions but was not willing to engage when it was paramount for her to do so. The fact that she was a repeat vulnerable victim was not identified and they suffered adverse consequences.


Community engagement is paramount in developing relationships within communities. Had Fiona’s vulnerabilities been identified, and a plan formed around those vulnerabilities, perhaps actions could have taken a different turn. Partner agencies could have been involved. The local Authority had involvement but could there have been further signposting provided by the police. Maybe the subjects could have been dealt with via other means that didn’t require the consent of the victim of a crime if harassment had been achieved through evidence. This could have been collected by police witness when foot patrols were being conducted as part of community engagement.
“Effective communication shapes service delivery towards the needs of the public. The various ways in which police communicate should be proportionate to the needs and requirements of the different communities they serve. Communication is broader than face-to-face interactions. It includes making information available about what the police do and how they do it.” (College of policing, 2023) 
It could also be said that Fiona didn’t want to co-operate with the police giving them no choice but to close a low-level crime of egg throwing down and not speak to or warn the involved persons off. This has then had a detrimental effect on Fiona and by not engaging fully. Fiona, as a result has seen that the only way out is to take her own life and her daughters as she couldn’t see a way out from the behaviour that was being directed towards them.
“Without the cooperation of the public, policing in developed democracies would become essentially unworkable. In simple terms, the police service would cease to function without the active support of the communities it serves.” (College of policing, 2023)
“a single negative experience might severely damage trust in the fairness of the police while at the same time having much less impact on confidence” (Bradford, 2009) Instances of policing where there has been no positive outcome for the victim would have a negative effect on the confidence that person may have with the police moving forward. The mindset of the police wont do anything would have a detrimental effect on the victim as they don’t feel anything will be done regarding any further calls or issues and if crime and disorder isn’t being reported the behaviour displayed could carry on occurring.
“Community engagement could range from formal encounters, such as local community meetings, to talking to residents when on foot patrol.” (O’REILLY and AGNEW-PAULEY, 2022)
According to (College of policing, 2023) a new initiative was created and introduced in 2002 to provide a link between the police and the communities they serve. Police Community Support Officers (PCSO) would be a uniformed officer that would provide foot patrols within the communities to help in forging new relationships with the public to boost confidence in the police. PCSO would identify local priorities where issues of ASB may be occurring in specific areas that could be targeted with patrols and engagement with all involved and provide reassurance to the community. PCSO’s would become local problem solvers that contribute to tackling new and emerging community issues and threats by using the powers that are available to them. The role of PCSO role has been a success and is still active and fully embedded within the police service today.
“Evidence has shown that effective community engagement, targeted foot patrols and collaborative problem solving can significantly increase public confidence in policing activity.” (College of policing 2023).

The positive impact that the PSCO role brings if nothing else is a constant presence within a community. Providing reassurance to the public and deterring offenders from becoming repeat offenders causing neighbourhood issues. In light of this and the ever-evolving world of technology, social media can be utilised to show the public work carried out and collaboration conducted with partner agencies via social media in a bid to interact with communities that is not face to face. In return the community will hopefully become more comfortable engaging with police and through this, intelligence can be gathered and reported by individuals or groups met at a community meeting or simply passing in the street. Information could come in all shapes and sizes even perhaps for more serious crimes or involvement in crimes. 
Information from (College of Policing, 2023) there are neighbourhood guidelines set out to help in defining neighbourhood policing and what is expected. The following is what’s listed on the College of policing website. Collaborative problem solving, to work with partner agencies and other sectors to best safeguard persons living with communities. This will engage a multi partner agency outlook to be able to provide a better service to the public who need it such as vulnerable persons. Police officers and staff are accessible and accountable to communities, meaning they are to provide the most appropriate service to the public and community engagement to built trust by understanding community needs. These guidelines are set out as a mould for anyone addressing concerns within communities. 
Another set of guidelines were created to sustain impact on reducing harm and repeat demand. To manage and divert offenders promoting positive action to offenders. To safeguard the vulnerable by informing partner agencies of issues such as Public Protection Notifications (PPN) This would have been an ideal and important form of safeguarding in Fiona Pilkington’s case. To earn community confidence by bringing offenders to justice and promoting positive action to manage and divert offender by hi visualised patrolling and appropriate repercussions being applied where necessary.
These guidelines have recently been added to the nationwide community policing through the College of Policing. There have always been a set of principals in place called the Peel’s Principals. 
“The general thrust of the principles concerns crime prevention and the concept of working with the community. Indeed, these principles are often quoted as being the foundation of the later community policing approach” (Rogers, 2016)
“Peel’s principles of policing 1. The basic mission of the police is to prevent crime. 2. The ability of the police to perform their duty is dependent upon public approval of police existence. 3 The police must secure the willing cooperation of the public in voluntarily .observing to keep the law. 4. The degree of public cooperation diminishes when physical force and compulsion is made in achieving police objectives. 5. Police should be impartial, friendly, and courteous and use humour and be ready to sacrifice themselves to protect and preserve life. 6. Physical force should be used only as necessary to secure observance of the law. 7. The police are the public and the public are the police. 8. The police should direct their actions towards this function and should not act as judge and jury. 9. The test of police efficiency is the absence of crime and disorder, not the visible evidence of police action in dealing with them.” (Rogers, 2016)



In conclusion, Community based engagement from a policing perspective is vital when earning the trust of the community of which Police officers and PCSO’s work within. Efforts to better engage with communities and forge links with partner agencies have been evolving to better understand how the Police need to act to help reduce crime and especially to identify vulnerable person, repeat victims and offenders. The Police must show willingness to engage within the communities and target problem areas to earn the respect of the public which will in turn promote trust within the Police and open new lines of engagement with people who wouldn’t normally engage. 
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