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Introduction 



In this report I will be analysing the positive and negative of virtual learning as well as explain and examine my fellow classmate experience from the data I collected from my survey.



















Rational of the study





In this report, I have carried out research using surveys to analysis the positive and negative perceptions on virtual learning and the impact it has had on my fellow classmates since starting university.

This research is important as it can monitor the benefits of learning online since the pandemic started and how the issue impacts student’s day to day life and the learning process and improve where it is lacking. At the end of the report, I want to be able to evaluate the factors we need to improve on and the factors we already improved.

















Literature review- Positive impact 

From my survey the data I collected on all the positive impacts that virtual learning comprises, from the responses that’ve collected it has shown that my fellow classmates don’t really see much of a positive side to virtual learning, however from my own experience the positive impact of virtual learning is the no travel costs as we are learning from home and don’t have travel to and from the university, additionally it also much more comfortable than sitting in a classroom which helps with better focus in learning. Online resources are much easier to access and to find because everything is online even books needs for assignments and the classes are smaller so there is more opportunity for the lecturer to have more one-on-one time with students.

Negative impact 

The negative impact of virtual learning is that connection problems become an issue during a virtual lesson as not everyone has good WIFI and not everyone is computer literate, students are less interactive when it’s behind a screen. Online feedback is more limited, for instance in a normal classroom the lecturer can give direct face-to-face feedback but online there’s less personalised feedback which makes learning processes easier, more affluent, and more significant. (Tamm,2020)






Research methodology



“Research methodology simply refers to the practical “how” of any given piece of research. More specifically, it’s about how a researcher systematically designs a study to ensure valid and reliable results that address the research aims and objectives.” (21 et al,2021)

To collect the data to conduct my research, I created a survey and sent it to my classmates.my sample size was at 15 people but only received 5 student’s reply.

The methods I used was a survey that I converted it into graphs to process the data I collected and analysed it by discussing the data and writing down the information I’ve collected.

I picked this sample size by splitting how many people were in my class in half so I wouldn’t have to wait for all the responses. I analysed this data by conducting this survey and researching how virtual learning has positively and negatively effected students in the past 2 years now it’s become everyone’s new normal.





Analysis and discussions
The lecturer is not interactive in the online lesson

What I gathered from this information that students that completed the survey don’t consider lecturer as interactive during lessons which can cause students who find the module more difficult are left confused.

Online learning is more comfortable than going to class

This shows a positive impact on virtual learning as it makes people more comfortable during lectures. Therefore, helps them to be more focus in class but disadvantage is getting distracted by social media so teachers must keep the lesson more interactive and filled with activities to keep students engaged.   




Connection issues can be a problem during online lectures.

This shows that computer is not 100% reliable and can cause issues during lectures. Like delays or even system failures can cause a crash even in the best computers which can interrupt the lecturer and cause time to be wasted.

Students are less interactive with each other due to online learning

 This demonstrates that there is a sense of isolation from learning behind a screen. “Students can learn a lot from being in the company of their peers. However, in an online class, there are minimal physical interactions between students and teachers” (Gautam, 2020)



The online resources are easy to access

This concludes that the online resources the university provides is easy to access whether it by phone or computer which makes lectures easier to follow back for an assignment or to study.


Moodle is easy to find

This displays that it’s not only accessible but easy to locate on the university website. So, student is able to access Moodle for laptops and mobile phones on the go.









Moodle is the most valuable resource 

Moodle contains multiple helpful resources like being able to see previous lessons PowerPoint to study or to help with assignments, which makes it a very valuable resource in VLE.

Students are given enough time for assignments ﻿


This confirms the statement as students can hand in assignments on time with no complaints. I also relate it to how to access online resources because students are able to check their assignment schedule online easily to keep track of the time.






Research ethics\ ethical consideration 

When collecting data, I had to consider the sample size which shows how many people would be included in the research, the time I had to collect this data so I’m able to reach my deadline, I looked for anomalies even when the sample is smaller than the size I want and any change in variables, so the results are accurate.

The way I ensure anonymity is putting an anonymous filter when creating my survey and sending them separately, so no one knows they’re included in the research.

“The general data protection regulation (GDPR) impacts the way organizations manage personal data in compliance with the mandates of the new privacy regulation.” (Limani,2021)

I guaranteed GDPR by asking permission from the students before sending out my survey, because “when you use online surveys to collect personal data, you need to make sure that the data subject provides you with consent to manage their personal data for specific purposes.” (Limani, 2021) and keeping their identity and data stored privately.

Limitation

The only limitation in my research is not completing my goal of 15 students. I was able to collect enough data to complete my research.



Conclusion 

In conclusion, virtual learning has countless positive and negative impacts on education, but this research is to help improve this service while we need to use online learning. To improve the research, I need to get a bigger sample size so if any anomalies happen, I’m left with a bit more data to research.
My research concludes that though virtual learning has been an adjustment for most people. We are will to learn and keep improving even when we go back to normal life.
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